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“Buti na lamang dahil sa
vision at determination ng ating
Pangulo, we are not as badly
affected as the rest of the world,”
Remonde said.

Besides, he said, under
President Arroyo the Philippines
diversified its export market and
now “medyo iyong percentage

ng ating international trade with
the US has already gone down
a bit compared to the previous
years. So, we have become less
dependent on the US for trade
though the US remains our major
trading partner and a world
political and economic leader.”
Remonde repeated that
President Arroyo has her plate
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full, attending to her economic
programs, creating jobs and
addressing poverty and hunger
rather than political issues like
charter change.

“As T have already pointed out,
si Pangulong Gloria Macapagal-
Arroyo ay wala ng panahon diyan
sa mga pulitikang usapin. Dahil
siya po ay nakatutok po sa ating
ekonomiya at sa paglikha ng tra-
baho,” Remonde stressed anew.

“By continuing investment
in hunger mitigation programs,
the President seemed to have
succeeded in this area as borne
by the Social Weather Station’s
February survey, showing hunger
incidence dipping to only 15.5
percent,” Remonde said.

“Ang sinabi nga ng Pangulo
sa kanyang talumpati kahapon
na patuloy ang investment ng
ating gobyerno sa mga food for
work programs, food for school
programs, livelihood programs
at ipagpatuloy at i-eexpand po
ang pakikipagtulungan ng ating
gobyerno sa simbahan at iba pang
mga faith-based organizations na
magkakaroon ng mga joint proj-
ects like feeding programs and
livelihood programs po diyan.”

Finally, he said that the
Department of Public Works
and Highways is now rushing
its construction of a major road
project that will link Surigao with
Davao. This biggest road project
for Mindanao was discussed in
the Cabinet meeting in Misamis
Oriental where the President
tasked DPWH to work 24/7 to
ensure its completion.

He added that the President
will inaugurate today the P218
million provincial government
complex in Maguindanao which
will house the provincial Capi-
tol, sports and social centers and
other government offices. Of the
P215 million, P25 million came
from the President’s Social Fund.
She will lead the ribbon cutting
to be assisted by ARMM Region-
al Governor Datu Zaldy Ampatu-
an, the Maguindanao Governor,
and Cabinet Officer for Regional
Development of ARMM, Depart-
ment of Agrarian Reform Secre-
tary Nasser Pangandaman, and
other top local officials.
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