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PNPA topnotcher: Public
service knows no gender

by CECILLE SUERTE FELIPE
Philstar.com

Class valedictorian Roan Marie Bascugin stands at attention during the 30th commencement
exercises at the Philippine National Police Academy in Silang, Cavite.
Philstar photo by Manny Marcelo

no gender,” this year’s topnotcher at the Philippine National
Police Academy (PNPA) said in her valedictory speech.

Inspector Roan Marie Bascugin graduated valedictorian of the 304-
strong, male-dominated class of PNPA-Kaisang Bisig and will join
the Philippine National Police (PNP), which is also a male-dominated
organization.

“All men and women in service to the people are driven by the
same passion to lead by serving others. Giving ourselves in our
profession knows no bounds. Whatever bureau we may be in, we are
bound by the same oath.”

Bascugin also thanked President Arroyo, who was the guest of
honor and speaker at the graduation ceremony here, “for being a
good model and inspiration.”

“You are the epitome of a strong-willed woman in the service of
the people. The traits you have manifested in leading the nation in-
spired me to aim for greater heights,” said Bascugin.

The valedictorian, one of the 266 PNPA graduates to join the PNP,
said “achieving this coveted plum proves that through hard work and
perseverance, women are also capable of doing and achieving things
that men have done before.”

Addressing the President, Bascugin said, “I also understand that
what you want is to have good, efficient and effective leaders and [
am proud to say that in front of you are 304 adept and virtuous lead-
ers. With more training and schooling, we shall work our way up
towards the realization of our shared vision—peace.”

In an earlier interview, Bascugin, daughter of Superintendent
Rustico Bascugin, currently assigned to the Police Community
Relations Group at Camp Crame, said she would be assigned to
Central Luzon Police Regional Office (Region 3).

Meanwhile, Interior and Local Government Secretary Ronaldo
Puno said the DILG and the PNP have been trying to discipline
members of the police force.
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ARROYO DECLARES

No Independence Day parade this year

by JEFFREY M. TupAs
Inquirer.net

AVAO  CITY—Presi-
D dent Macapagal-Ar-

royo declared here
last March 27 there would be
no Independence Day parade
on June 12 in light of the diffi-
culties brought on by the glob-

al economic downturn.
Speaking before some 1000
local legislators during the
18th national assembly of the
Provincial Board Members’
League of the Philippines,
Arroyo said that instead of

the traditional parade at Rizal
Park, which the government
funds with about P30 million
each year, a mega jobs fair

would be held during the
next Independence Day
celebrations.

“In this challenging eco-
nomic time, we must tighten

our belts and live within our
means—just like the average
household. At the national
level, we have made necessary
ways to stop unnecessary and
wasteful spending and these
measures can be replicated by
the provincial governments,”
Arroyo said.
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professionals in Lebanon.

A group of Lebanese nationals
yesterday said their country is in
need of Filipino workers to fill
the vacancies in the hotel, con-
struction and other sectors.

Kader Al Jadid, Filipino-Leba-
nese Friendship community
president, called on the Depart-
ment of Labor and Employment
(DOLE) to allow the deployment
of other types of workers to Leb-
anon.

Al Jadid said Lebanese com-
panies prefer Filipino workers
because of their fluency in Eng-
lish and renowned brand of ser-
vice and hospitality.

But Labor Secretary Marianito
Roque said the Philippine gov-
ernment will not resume the de-
ployment of workers to Lebanon
until the Lebanese government
complies with the new hiring
policy.

Roque said the Philippine

government already submitted
to the government of Lebanon
the proposed policy that would
ensure the protection of Filipino
workers.

Among others, Roque said the
DOLE is demanding compliance
with the $400 minimum month-
ly salary for Filipino household
workers.

Al Jadid, however, urged
DOLE to allow the deployment
of professional workers while
awaiting the approval on the hir-
ing of household workers.

A majority of the Filipino
workers currently employed in
Lebanon are household work-
ers.

DOLE imposed the deploy-
ment ban to Lebanon in 2006
after war erupted between Is-
raeli and Hezbollah forces. Thou-
sands of OFWs were repatriated
but many opted to sneak back to
Lebanon despite the ban.

Senator Roxas ready to
engage reform group

by CHRISTINE AVENDARO
Inquirer.net

EN. Manuel Roxas said

She was willing to join

efforts to come up with

a standard bearer for a political

reform movement in the 2010
presidential election.

“I am willing to engage Kaya
Natin and all other reform groups
so we can find ways to unite
everyone who believes in the
promise of change and a nation of
worth which are the real issues in
the 2010 elections,” Roxas said in a
statement as he thanked the group
for considering him in its “array of
choices for a reform president.”

Roxas, president of the Liberal
Party, said his party was seeking
to unite with groups wanting real
change to happen in the country.

Kaya Natin had asked Roxas
Thursday to join in a US primary-

Sen. Manuel Roxas

style selection process for the 2010
elections.

Aside from Roxas, the group is
also prodding Pampanga Gov. Ed
Panlilio and Isabela Gov. Grace
Padaca to take part in the proposed
selection process akin to the US
Republican and Democratic Party
primaries.
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Attorney Franklin W. Nelson
CA Bar Lic. #146433

Son of Senior 9th Circuit Judge and retired Superior Court Judge

NELSON&ASBOCIATES

MIGRATION LAW TODAY

A NEW HOPE
A NEW BEG|

Received Juris Doctorate Degree from USC — one of the top law schools in the U.S.
More than 14 years of experience in all aspects of immigration law
Argued landmark cases before the U.S. Court of Appeals and the U.S. Supreme Court

Member: American Bar Association (ABA), American Immigration Lawyers Association
(AILA), Los Angeles Bar Association (LACBA), and California State Bar

“Getting my H1B visa was not easy, but Nelson & Associates was with me every step of the way. Because of a status gap
I had to go back to the Philippines for consular processing. Attorney Nelson walked me through what | would have to do
and his staff prepared the visa application package. Even though | didn’t do anything wrong, the Embassy denied my visa
application so | contacted Nelson and Associates right away. They contacted the Embassy and the Department of State
and a few months later, | am back in the United States and legally employed in H-1B status.
Mark Chester Carlos, Systems Analyst, Approved H1B Visa, U.S. Consulate, Manila, Philippines
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“I hired Nelson & Associates to do my greencard case, which needed to be filed within 180 days. Nelson & Associates
kept my timeline as a strict priority. Thankfully, my labor certification was approved on the very last day | was able to file my
greencard application! Nelson & Associates helped me all the way to the last minute, making sure my greencard application
arrived the same day at Nebraska Service Center. My adjustment of status was approved in less than a year.
Genevieve Dean, General Accountant, Los Angeles, California

I am a national champion in the sport of Taekwondo in the Philippines and had heard about an O visa for aliens of
extraordinary ability. | was not sure what the requirements were or if | qualified. Attorney Nelson explained the complicated
requirements in a manner that was easy to understand. | was approved right away without any requests for additional

Robert L. Vargas, Senior Instructor of Taeckwondo, O1 Status Approved, Quest Taekwondo, Inc.

1-877-IMMIG-LAW e 1-877-466-4452

www.nelson-immigration.us

70 South Lake Avenue, Suite 1110 ¢ Pasadena, California 91101

phone 626.683.3451 » fax 626.683.1151

*Any testimonials or endorsements included in this advertisement do not constitute a guarantee, warranty, or prediction regarding the outcome of your legal matter.
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