
which is estimated to cost $240 mil-
lion, would be the next Phuket, the 
popular resort in Thailand. Ho’s com-
pany pioneered the development in 
that area.

“What he had been able to do there, 
he can certainly do here,” she said.

Ho showed the master plan of the 
Isla Diwaran project to Ms Arroyo un-
der the shade of tents.

The island’s map shows that the 
beach with only fine white sand and 
few indigenous trees will have three 
hotels with villas, a marina with 
facilities for arrival by boat or by 
seaplane, and a town center where 
there will be recreational facilities and 
retail outlets.

“All together, if fully developed, 
these (hotels) will have 600 rooms… 
At its full occupancy, we will have 
more than 1,500 tourists on this island 
alone,” Ho said.

About 20 minutes by speedboat 
from Coron, the island will be a sure 
attraction for tourists. On the way, 
overhanging limestone cliffs are seen. 
Coron Reefs, a favorite site for divers, 
is also known for its diverse marine 
life.

12,000 jobs
As soon as the resort is completed, 

3,000 people will be hired to work on 
the island, Ho said.

“We are expecting at least 12,000 
people to acquire jobs directly and in-
directly from this project,” he said.

Ms Arroyo told a fisherman in the 
crowd, Joel Saclet, that on nearby 
Amanpulo, residents no longer fished 
but worked in the high-end resort.

“Is that what you are also expect-
ing?” she asked.

Saclet replied “yes, ma’am.”
“It’s not only in the operation but as 

well as in the construction and a lot 
of the people around … are expecting 
that as this island resort is being built, 

by Niña Catherine Calleja

Inquirer.net

Coron islet to 
be next Asian 
tourism jewel
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LOS ANGELES—LA Mayor Anto-
nio Villaraigosa opened doors to 
economic progress as he joined 

local community members and leaders 
in the banking and non-profit sectors in 
the roll out of “Bank on LA”. The new 
initiative was launched on Tuesday, 
March 24, 2009, at 10:30am at the Com-
munity Financial Resource Center, 4060 
South Figueroa Street, Los Angeles to 
help low- and middle-income families in 
Los Angeles open bank accounts, access 
critical financial resources, save for the 
future and move up the economic lad-
der.

Bringing together banks, financial 
institutions, non-profits, community-
based organizations and City agencies, 
Mayor Villaraigosa developed “Bank 
on LA” to help more low- and middle-
income families establish savings, build 

Villaraigosa rolls out ‘Bank on LA’
by Cynthia de Castro

AJPress

up a credit history, and access the tools 
for long-term financial success and sta-
bility.

By connecting local households to 
free, reliable banking services, this in-
novative and collaborative effort will:

LA Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa

• Develop and market starter accounts 
with features that work for unbanked 
consumers

• Educate Angelenos without bank 
accounts about the benefits of account 
ownership and encourage them to open 
accounts

• Help local households build their 
money management skills 

• Form diverse coalitions of financial 
institutions, regulators, non-profits, and 
community-based organizations to mar-
ket the accounts to unbanked Angele-
nos

• Focus the City’s strategy on neigh-
borhoods hit hardest by the weakening 
economy, such as South LA, the North-
east Valley, and East LA

By the end of the first year of “Bank 
on LA,” the City and its partners will 
help 10,000 low-income individuals and 
households open new bank accounts.
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LOS ANGELES—The Boxing 
Writers Association of America 
named the Pride of the Philippines 

Manny Pacquiao and trainer Freddie 
Roach boxer of the year and trainer of the 
year, respectively.

“I really expected it. We had a great 
year,” said Roach to the Asian Journal. 
Roach and Pacquiao found out that they 
were the recipients of the prestigious 
award last Saturday, March 21. Pacquiao 
and Roach won the awards after a stellar 
2008 campaign when they teamed up to 
defeat Juan Manuel Marquez for the WBC 
Super Featherweight title, David Diaz 
for the WBC Lightweight title, and The 
Golden Boy Oscar De La Hoya.

For Roach this is the third time he’s 
won the award. He won in 2003 when he 
trained James “Light’s Out” Toney, and 
2005, when he also trained Pacquiao.

“It’s a great feeling when people recog-
nize what you do,” he said. “It’s very good. 
I’m glad that I train the best fighter in the 

Pacquiao and Roach win BWAA Award
by Joseph Pimentel

AJPress

world. And I think that’s the reason why I 
won, it’s because of Manny Pacquiao.”

Pacquiao was not made available to 
comment about the award.

Training update
Pacquiao looked lean and strong as 

he continues to prepare for a Las Vegas 
showdown against Ricky “The Hitman” 
Hatton on May 2.

Training camp just recently went under-
way and Roach is very optimistic about his 

fighter’s chances.
“Manny is doing well. I think he’s going 

to dominate Hatton. I think we’re going 
to knock him out early. We have a great 
game plan and I think Manny is going to 
fight another perfect fight,” said Roach.

Roach added that there are five more 
weeks of training left but that everything 
in camp is going well.

No more autographs
Roach made it clear that Pacquiao auto-

graph seekers will not be permitted inside 
the Wildcard during or after Pacquiao’s 
workout.  It used to be a common occur-
rence that three or five people would wait 
at the parking lot to catch Pacquiao for 
an autograph. However, when Roach and 
Pacquiao’s sudden popularity has risen, 
the two were surprised when they found 
50 autograph seekers crowding the lot 
during the first week of training camp. 

Pacquiao’s camp has designated this 
Saturday, March 28 at 4:00 pm and April 
4 for those wishing to come by and have 
Pacquiao sign whatever memorabilia they 
have. g 

LOS ANGELES—A Philippine 
couple pleaded guilty on 
Wednesday, March 25, to bringing 

undocumented aliens into the US and 
forcing them to work in the family owned 
elderly homes.

Evelyn Pelayo, 53, pleaded guilty 
to forced labor charges and unlawful 
conduct of holding passports to further 
forced labor. Her husband Darwin 
Padolina, 56, pleaded guilty to harboring 
an undocumented alien for private 
financial gain.

Dateline Philippines

Philippine couple pleads 
guilty to smuggling
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LOS ANGELES—A Filipina will be 
extradited to the Philippines this 
Saturday, March 28, after five 

years on the run.
After stalling her first extradition last 

year when she filed an appeal with the 
United States Court of Appeals for the 
Ninth Circuit in San Francisco, Girlie 
Jimenez Lingad of Olongapo City, will 
finally be sent back home after the 
court denied her appeal, said Philippine 
National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) 
Special Investigator James Calleja.

Calleja and NBI agent Yehlen Agus 
were sent by the NBI and the Depart-
ment of Justice in the Philippines to 
Los Angeles earlier this week to escort 
Lingad back to Manila to face charges. 
US Marshals arrested Lingad two years 
ago. She has since been detained in a 
federal prison in San Diego.

Extradited Filipina faces 
embezzlement charges
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COach Freddie Roach with Manny Pacquiao
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