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Durano added that for the 
first quarter, the establishments 
that opened were Park Bed & 
Breakfast Hotel and Restaurant 
(48 rooms) in Pasay; Sugihara 
Villa Resort, Vauban Villa Resort, 
Salamanca Villa Resort, Almona-
vides Villa Resort, La Galice Villa 
Resort, Kapangyarihan Villa Re-
sort, and La Pucelle Villa Resort-
Amanpulo group in Pamalican 
Island, Palawan (28 cluster villas); 
Oakwood Serviced Residences 
(232 rooms) in Pasig; Imperial 
Palace Water Park Resort and 
Spa (616 rooms) in Cebu; and 
Shangri-La’s Boracay Resort and 
Spa (217 rooms).

To open in the coming months 
are Discovery Bay Misibis, Manila 
Ocean Park (additional facilities), 
Picasso Serviced Residences, 

Newport Marriot Hotel, Maxim’s 
Hotel, Microtel Inns and Suite 
Puerto Princesa, and Silang 
Wakeboard Park.     

A t  present ,  the  DOT is 
processing the investment of 
Bella Roca Island Resort and Spa 
in Marinduque,

According to DOT Undersec-
retary for Tourism Planning and 
Promotions Eduardo Jarque Jr., 
the jobs that will be generated 
from the projects is seen to aug-
ment the rise in unemployment in 
these challenging times.

As a policy, tourism-related 
businesses can apply for in-
come tax holiday for four to six 
years and duty-free importation 
of selected capital equipment 
needed for the operation upon 
registration with the Bureau of 
Investments. g
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From 16-20 March 2009, a 
Congressional delegation 
from the Philippines 

headed by Congressman Antonio 
Diaz, Chairman of the House 
Committee on Veterans Affairs, 
came to Washington, DC to express 
their thanks and appreciation to US 

legislators who played a key role in 
the passage of legislation granting 
recognition and benefits to Filipino 
veterans for their service in World 
War II.

The  o the r  members  o f 
the delegation accompanying 
C o n g re s s m a n  D i a z  w e re 

Congressman Roman Romulo; 
Congressman Carlos Padilla; 
Congressman Hermi lando 
Mandanas; PVAO Administrator 
Ernesto Carolina; and Vice President 
of the Veterans Federation of the 
Philippines Justice (Ret) Manuel 
Pamaran. g

Philippine congressional delegation thanks US 
legislators for passage of legislation providing 

recognition and benefits for Filipino WWII veterans

Meeting with Representative Mike Honda

Meeting with Senator Daniel Akaka, Chair, Senate Veterans Affairs Committee

DOT endorses P20 million ...


