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Mass. wants to
dip into funds,
delay toll hikes

by GLEN JOHNSON
AP Political Writer

OSTON - Gov. Deval Patrick reversed course Thurs-
B day and asked the board of the Massachusetts Turn-

pike Authority _ which he controls _ to delay a pair of
toll increases slated to take effect this year.

Patrick, Senate President Therese Murray and House
Speaker Robert DeLeo asked the authority in a rare joint state-
ment to instead dip into a $54 million reserve fund to tide it
over until the Legislature can act on a sweeping transporta-
tion overhaul.

The delay risks a downgrade in a Pike’s bond rating, po-
tentially increasing its interest costs, but Murray pledged to
debate her own overhaul legislation next week, and DeLeo said
his chamber would debate the matter the following week.

The leaders have yet to agree on whether the state will
increase its gasoline tax, though Patrick said there was con-
sensus on the need for “new revenue.” Patrick has proposed
a 19-cent gas tax hike, generating legislative opposition.

“There are costs and risks associated with that postpone-
ment, but we believe that those costs and risks are worth it
because of the genuine prospect of a long-term solution,”
Patrick told reporters.

They said their goal is to enact the resulting bill by July 1.

Mary Connaughton, the only Turnpike board member to vote
last month against the toll increase, said she was surprised by
the change in approach. At the time, the board’s chairman,
Transportation Secretary James Aloisi, and fellow member
Michael Angelini said the increase was needed to preserve
the authority’s bond rating.

The governor has appointed a majority of the five-member
board, and it approved the increase by a 4-1 vote.

“It was the governor’s team that supported this massive toll
hike, and this is a step in the opposite direction,” Connaugh-
ton said. “The governor realized that the politics of such an
enormous toll hike would not play out well for him.”

Under the plan, tolls would have been raised in two stages
this month and in July at the Boston Harbor tunnels and the
Weston and Allston-Brighton booths near and in Boston.

The board’s initial approval of the plan in November
prompted a wave of public opposition. It triggered discussion
of a gasoline tax increase as an alternative way to raise money
for the Turnpike and to spread other transportation costs more
evenly among the motoring public.

Patrick ended up proposing a 19-cent increase, along with
proposals aimed at streamlining the transportation bureau-
cracy and stabilizing debt payments at the Turnpike and the
Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority.

The Pike has about $2.2 billion in debt, most of it after be-
ing saddled with repaying the state’s share of the $15 billion
Big Dig project, while the T has about $8 billion in debt from
various subway, bus and commuter rail projects.

Lawmakers have balked at Patrick’s proposal, which would
give the state the nation’s highest gasoline tax at 42.5 cents
per gallon, and have suggested they will support nothing more
than 9 cents per gallon.

Patrick and Boston business leaders in particular have ar-
gued that sum will not generate enough revenue to address
myriad transportation issues and instead leave drivers with
a higher gas tax and higher tolls and commuter fares in the
near future.

Separately, the Turnpike announced Thursday that it was
extending the bid process for a contract to lease the Pike’s 11
service station plazas to April 24. B
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HONDA OF PASADENA

More service bays and more technicians

to better serve you!

EN businesses are established,
they go out of their way to give their
customers great satisfaction. Honda

of Pasadena Service Center tries to be differ-
ent though——not only do they satisfy their
customers with their current service, they
also make sure to think of other ways to bet-
ter serve their customers.

For a long time now, Honda of Pasadena
Service

Center has been known for its high quality
of work—"“Fixed right the 1st time!” as they
say—and has been servicing a lot of happy Filipino customers with
their convenient location, quick service and the use of genuine
parts—all at affordable prices. Three Flipino service advisors namely
Charlie Chan, Jerome Santos and Andrew Pastoral lead the group of
well-trained and very accommodating

staff, which includes another kababayan, Antoinette Torio, a
cashier who always make sure to greet customers with the warm
smile Pinoys are known for.

Mr. Pastoral relates how he gets ecstatic whenever

he sees kababayans at the service center. “We love servicing our
Filipino customers, they are so warm and easy-going. It's been won-
derful to have our fellow kababayans drive down as far as Escondido,
Chino Hills, Rancho Cucamonga, Glendale, Lancaster and Valencia
to service and buy accessories from our store,” he says.

Charlie Chan

Antoinette Torio

They also offer value-added services such as free late night
drop-off or pick-up, free car wash for schedule maintenance, free
shuttle service (within a seven-mile radius) and even free coffee and
doughnuts every morning. Customers who are also on-the-go can
find a haven in of Pasadena Service Center as they are open as late
as 10pm and also have a lot of rental cars to choose from.

They have recently added more service bays and more technicians,
which means an even faster service and even lesser waiting time,
although with their new Service Lounge, which is fully equipped
with TV, Internet workstation and WiFi access and provided with

1
Jerome Santos

the latest reading materials, customers

would surely do not mind waiting. Even the kids who go along
with their parents wouldn’t complain about being brought along—as
kids usually do—as they can stay at the Kid’s Playroom, which is
loaded with books, toys and videos, and have their own fun playing
with other kids.

So regardless of whether you want to bring your car in
for basic maintenance or repair, you will definitely find the
new Honda of Pasadena Service Department a pleasure to
work with. You can request for an appointment online or call
(626) 683-5800 or (626) 683-5888. of Pasadena is located
at 1965 E. Foothill Blvd., Pasadena, CA. The Sales Depart-
ment office is open 9am-10pm from Mondays-Saturdays
and 10am-8pm on Sundays. Don’t forget to ask for your
Filipino sales consultants: Edwin Punsal, Juanito Enrera and
Vinchy Torres. The Service and Parts is open 7am-2am from
Mondays-Fridays and 7am to 5pm on Saturdays.

Andrew Pastoral

(Advertising Supplement)
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Power BUYS More. Power SELLS More.
DON’'T SELL YOUR CAR WITHOUT US.
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