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LOS ANGELES—President 
Barack Obama pledged 
yesterday that his ad-

ministration is committed to 
developing plug-in hybrid cars 
so as to reduce dependence on 
foreign oil.

Touring the Electric Vehicle 
Technical Center run by South-
ern California Edison in Pomona 
of Los Angeles, Obama said his 
administration will help put 1 
million plug-in hybrids on the 

road by 2015.
To achieve this goal, 7,500-US-

dollar tax credits will be offered 
to people who buy them, said the 
president.

Obama said the incentives are 
part of an overall plan to upgrade 
the nation’s energy infrastruc-
ture.

He stressed the need for the 
nation to be independence from 
foreign oil, saying this would be 
a priority of his administration.   
“The problem isn’t a lack of 
technology,” he said. “You’re pro-
ducing the technology right here. 
The problem is that, for decades, 
we have avoided doing what 
must be done as a nation to turn 
challenge into opportunity. As a 
consequence, we import more oil 
today than we did on 9/11.”

Obama vows to put more 
hybrid cars on road

The PGA golfers at this year’s Verizon Heritage tournament at Hilton Head Island won’t have to 
drive their own cars, after all.

The Island Packet of Hilton Head reported Tuesday that BMW has agreed to provide the April 
tournament at Harbour Town with courtesy cars for the golfers.

General Motors had provided courtesy vehicles for more than 20 years, but said last month it wouldn’t 
be able to do that this year because of its financial struggles.

Organizers had scrambled to find rides, even saying some golfers who lived nearby would have to 
provide their own cars.

BMW’s only American plant is in Greer and the company has agreed to provide the tournament with 
150 vehicles. BMW spokesman Bobby Hitt said the company is pleased to provide vehicles for one of the 
state’s the signature events. (AP)

BOISE, Idaho - People with the oldest cars would see the largest percentage increase 
in registration fees, under Gov. C.L. “Butch” Otter’s new 3-year plan to raise a total of 
$31.6 million.

In the bill unveiled Thursday, cars older than eight years would cost $42 annually to register, 
up from $24 now.

Registering cars up to four years old would cost just $66, up from $48.
That means people with older cars, which account for 53% of vehicles on Idaho roads, would 

see costs rise 75% by 2013.
People with the newest cars would pay just 38% more.
And the largest Idaho trucks would see their fees rise only 5% - with Otter’s promise to look 

into whether they’re paying their fair share.
Otter also ordered the Idaho Transportation Department to follow new accountability mea-

sures. (AP)

President Barack Obama tours the Edison Electric Vehicle Technical Center in Pomona 		        (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)

The president also announced 
“a 400-million-dollar down pay-
ment on the infrastructure need-
ed to get hybrids on road,” and 
1- billion-dollar investment in 
upgrading the nation’s power 
grid.

“And even as our economy 
has been transformed by new 
forms of technology, our electric 
grid looks largely the same as it 
did half a century ago,” Obama 
said.

“We’ll do this because we 
know that the nation that leads 
on energy will be the nation that 
leads the world in the 21st cen-
tury, “ Obama said.

He said change will not be easy 
and progress may seem slow.

Obama also said that Ger-
many and Spain are way ahead 
of the United States in terms of 
solar energy.

The vehicle center Obama 
toured is one of two federal De-
partment of Energy test areas 
designed to evaluate electric car 
performance.

The vehicle center was the 
first stop for the president 
yesterday, who will cap his 
whirlwind tour with his second 
town hall-style meeting yes-

terday afternoon at the Miguel 
Contreras Learning Complex in 
Los Angeles and a visit to “The 
Tonight Show With Jay Leno.”

At the town hall meeting, 
Obama will be joined by Cali-
fornia Governor Arnold Schwar-
zenegger, a Republican, who has 
been  supportive of the federal 
stimulus package, which includes 
hundreds of billions of dollars for 
infrastructure projects around the 
country.

California has already received 
approval for 625 million dollars in 
federal funds for 57 projects.

Also attending the town hall 
meeting will be Los Angeles 
Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa.

The president arrived in South-
ern California on Wednesday for a 
two-day visit as he took his cam-
paign to sell the administration’s 
economic policies to a region 
coping with rising unemploy-
ment, reduced housing prices 
and an ongoing state budget 
crisis.

After landing in Long Beach, 
about 48 kilometers south of 
Los Angeles on Wednesday, the 
president took part in a town 
hall meeting in Costa Mesa of 
Orange County. (AP)

Otter’s plan: Oldest cars pay for 
new roads cash

BMW will provide courtesy cars 
for SC golf tourney

24 Hour Emergency Towing
818-782-1996

YOU WILL BE SATISFIED!

14954 Oxnard Street
Van Nuys,  CA.  91411

818-909-5444

Binalonan Association 
of Southern California

invites you to the 

2009 Induction 
Ceremony of Officers

Dinner/Dance

Olympic Collection
11301 Olympic Boulevard

West Los Angeles, CA 90064

April 18, 2009
6:00 pm

$50 per person
Semi-formal

Reservations and payments must be 
completed by April 4, 2009. 

For more information, please call 
Amelia Arichea at (818) 348-5899
Ludy Ganzon at (818) 994-0561
Mila Tadina at (818) 635-2554
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