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Terrafugia’s “Transition Car’ is the ultimate convertible: A flying car

ISS those infuriating traffic jams
good-bye.

A team of Massachusetts engi-
neers have come up with a car that can
turn into a plane in 30 seconds and get
you home with the wind beneath your
wings.

The “Transition Car” built by Terrafugia
Inc. (Latin for escape from land) cruises
up to 450 miles at more than 115 mph,
tools along on land at highway speeds and
has fold-up wings that allows parking in
standard household garages.\

And you can fill ‘er up with unleaded
at your local gas station.

“This breakthrough changes the world
of personal mobility. Travel now becomes
a hassle-free integrated land-air experi-
ence. It’s what aviation enthusiasts have
been striving for since 1918,” says Carl
Dietrich, CEO of Terrafugia.

One hitch - the boxy-looking two-
seater’s pricetag likely will be around
$150,000.

Still, officials of the company in the
Boston suburb of Woburn say they’ve

one hopefully will be delivered next
year, they said.

To Doubting Thomases who say “if
pigs had wings,” Terrafugia’s team
answers that their soaring sedan’s fold-
ups - they span 27-feet, 6-inches - kept
the car aloft for 37 seconds in its maiden
flight at Plattsburgh International Air-
port March 5.

The short flight was confined to the
length of the runway, but was enough
to allow testing of the car’s stability and
controllability. They say it passed - you
guessed it - with flying colors.

But don’t expect the skies to be filled
with cars as they were in the science
fiction flick “The Fifth Element” any
time soon.

Pilot’s licenses will be needed and
those troublesome aviation laws must
be observed.

Driver-flyers also will have to land
at one of 6,000 public airports around
the country, which Terrafugia says are
within 20 miles of most people.

However, if your driveway is long

gotten more than 40 orders for it. The first = the Terrafugia Transition Roadable Aircraft lands at Plattsburgh International Airport on its first flight. APPhoto  enough... (AP)

Doesn’t anyone
want a hybrid?

VER the summer, when gas prices topped S$4 a gal-
lon in parts of the country, the public clamored for

more fuel-efficient cars. And when the heads of the
Big Three automakers went to Congress to beg for billions
in bailout money, politicians increased pressure to shift fo-
cus from churning out gas-guzzling SUVs to eco-friendly
hybrids.

But several months later, with gas back down to around $2
a gallon, sales of hybrids are stuck in neutral and carmakers
are staring at growing stockpiles of seemingly unmovable
merchandise, reports the Los Angeles Times.

Car sales are flagging anyway in a battered economy, but
things are particularly bad for hybrids. Sales are down almost
66 percent from last April, when the segment’s popularity
peaked, reports the Times. Earlier this month, GM reported an
overall drop in annual sales of 53 percent; Ford - 48 percent;
Chrysler - 43 percent.

Over the summer, US Toyota dealers could barely keep up
with demand, with dealers running through their stock of Prius
models in two days and many charging thousands above sticker
prices, the paper reports.

But now those same dealers have 80 days worth of hybrids
filling up their lots and have to offer financial incentives - like
a $500 factory rebates - to move what they can, according to
the paper.

But if the carmakers aren’t appealing to customers, who are
they really targeting?

“The automakers are in the situation of needing to pacify
politicians that are in the position to bail them out with expen-
sive fuel-efficient cars,” Rebecca Lindland, auto analyst with
IHS Global Insight, told the Times. “But shouldn’t it be more
about satisfying the needs of the American consumer?”

Auto companies may have no choice than to hope consumer
sentiment turns their way, though, as they’ve planned to bar-
rage the market with hybrid choices - Ford plans a “family” of
hybrids by 2012, Chrysler promises eight new hybrid or electric
vehicles by 2015 and GM says 26 of its 33 models won't use
gas by 2015, reports the paper. (AP)
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