A4 MARCH 21-24, 2009 ¢ ASIAN JOURNAL PUBLICATIONS

DaTeELINE USA

(213) 250-9797 * http://www.asianjournal.com

GIL CEDILLO

The voice for the people

by AMIRAH LIMAYO
AJPress
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be a better public servant These words are not promises
for the community,” Gil just to be written on paper, but
Cedillo exclaims during his one-

l 0S Angeles—“I want to on-one facilitated by Benjie Reyes.

it is a statement that needs to
be heard. Gilbert “Gil” Cedillo
proudly announces his candidacy
for 32nd Congressional District.
Cedillo’s campaign focuses on
creating a competitive workforce,
securing access to affordable
health care and investment in
public safety and transportation.

Cedillo is currently the Califor-
nia State Senator for District 22
encompassing the Los Angeles,
Alhambra, Maywood, San Ma-
rino, Vernon and South Pasa-
dena areas. He also serves as the
Chair for the California Latino
Legislative Caucus and the Se-
lect Committee on Immigration
and the Economy. In addition,
he is a member of Appropria-
tions, Health, Public Safety, and
Transportation and Housing
Committees. Although his eleven
years of legislative work precedes
him, Cedillo acknowledges his
background and community work

that made him who he is today.

Growing up in Boyle Heights,
Cedillo’s childhood experiences
taught him about diversity in
his community. He was even
mistaken to be Filipino since no
one could determine his ethnic-
ity from the varied groups that
he was part of. Cedillo attended
Roosevelt High School, then
UCLA for his undergraduate stud-
ies where he was greatly involved
in the Ethnic Studies department.
He later received a Juris Doctor-
ate degree from the People’s Col-
lege of Law.

Before the start of his legisla-
tive career, Cedillo has won ac-
colades with the labor unions and
community organizations. He
fought alongside with union lead-
ers to gain the recognition and
the rights that the labor workers
deserved. Cedillo continues to
advocate in behalf of the immi-
grant community and working
class by taking his efforts to the
next level.

In spite of oppositions against
him, Cedillo, nicknamed “One
Bill Gil”, moves forward in his ef-
forts to support numerous legis-

California State Senator Gil Cedillo

lation initiatives. He believes that
the impact of legislation starts lo-
cally and the change can eventu-
ally manifest nationally. Cedillo is
a driving force in defending the
SB160—California Dream Act,
AB 1463—Driver’s License and
AB 1978—Filipino Veteran’s Bill.
What makes him different from
his opponents in the Congressio-
nal District race is the more than
80 bills that he has supported dur-

AJPRESS Photo by Miko Santos
ing his eleven years of legislative
work. He says, “when politicians
are faced with difficulties, they
tend to step back, but I've always
believed in moving forward. They
take the political not the principal
approach.”

The AB 1978—Filipino Veter-
an’s Bill provided Filipino WWII
Veterans with their SSP benefits
about $334 per month if they
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