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Want to Make it Truly Special?

Make it Universal City Hilton’s Café Sierra

definite sense of place frames the unforgettable memories

an important event creates.

That is perhaps the reason why many in the community choose to celebrate the many happy
moments of their personal and professional lives by choosing to hold their parties — large and
small and everything else in-between — at the Café Sierra, Universal City Hilton’s celebrated
restaurant. This Hilton place is fast becoming the standard bearer and for good reason.

Café Sierra is an all-time favorite among those who want to offer something special and
memorable to their guests. It offers “The Ultimate Buffet” with its Seafood, Lobster and Prime
Rib Dinner Buffet every Friday and Saturday, from 6 PM to 10 PM and its Sunday Dinner Buffet
from 6 PM to 9 PM. Its Champagne Brunch, which was “Voted Best in Los Angeles” is from 11
AM to 2:30 PM on Saturdays and 1030 AM to 2:30 PM. Both provide entertainment.

The gastronomic delights spread in the well-appointed and luxurious setting is so visu-
ally appealing, it tempts diners to go back for seconds or even repeated rounds. Consider, for
instance, dining on prime rib and leg of lamb or broiled lobster thermidor, shark’s fin soup, pep-
per shrimp, Peking duck and much more for dinner. The sushi station alone has all kinds of sushi
varieties that Japanese food aficionados of these tiny rolls of cooked rice with varying garnishes
of fish and vegetables artfully wrapped in seaweed will find the selection more than satisfactory.
Children will delight in the chocolate fountain, banana fosters and seemingly vast array of des-
sert confections.

Dining at Café Sierra’s “Ultimate Buffet” feels like being a kid let loose in a candy store.
Great epicurean delights are a sight to behold. It seems part of the charm is the ambience of the
place itself.

Thinking of tying the knot? Or celebrating and re-tying that wedding knot for a silver,
golden or any wedding anniversary? Why not give Neda a call and explore what is possible?
Universal City Hilton, with its friendly and well-trained staff specializes in helping prospective
couples create unforgettable weddings. There are beautiful ceremony sites to choose from
within the facility. The huge Sierra Ballroom has a maximum sit-down capacity of 1400 guests
but can accommodate lesser headcounts, of course. It offers world class cuisine and can provide
authentic Chinese cuisine. It also welcomes those who want to use outside caterers.

Graduations, debuts and all birthday and anniversary celebrations are some of life’s land-
mark events that may call for a special place such as Universal City Hilton and its Café Sierra. It is
located at 555 Universal Hollywood Drive, Universal City, CA 91608. For private parties, call (818)
509-2020 and for reservations, call (818) 509-2030.*

*Advertising Supplement

Universal City Hilton welcomes all to check out its celebrated

Café Sierra which offers The Ultimate Buffet.
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THE WILSHIRE THEATRE
EYETEERLY HILLS
M WIBH

E440 WILSHIRE BLVD., BEVERLY HILLS CA, 90211

TICKET PRICES:
$100, $78, $68, $58, $38

(SEMI FORMAL ATTIRE REQUESTED)

FOR MORE INFO, PLS. CONTACT THE FOLLOWING:
Robert Shroder - (818) 395-8936
Andy Tecson - (213) 300-4870
Jackie Regala - (562) 787-9030
Charina Carrera - (818) 815-9400
Amirah Limayo - (213) 820-5248
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Weddings, anniversary celebrations by individuals and associa-
tions find the Universal City Hilton Sierra Ballroom with its
1,400-person capacity impressive and definitely worth checking
out.
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Playing Music for Healing

very week,

Filipino master

violinist Angelito
“Botchok” Molina goes
around several nursing
and retirement homes
in LA County, playing
soothing classical music
as part of the facilities’

music therapy.

Music has always been a great healer. In the Bible, we learn about
how David played the harp to help ease the severe depression of King
Saul. In recent years, medical experts have adopted music into the
therapy of patients. They discovered that listening to music does won-
ders to alleviate stress. Many experts suggest that it is the rhythm of the
music or the beat that has the calming effect on us although we may
not be very conscious about it. Among the first stress-fighting changes
that take place when we hear a tune is an increase in deep breathing.
The body's production of serotonin also accelerates. Music was found to
reduce heart rates and to promote higher body temperature - an indica-
tion of the onset of relaxation.

“| play the violin for those senior people, going from room to
room,"” Botchok said. “I like to play and they like to listen. It's good
therapy,” he added.

When not busy giving music therapy, Botchok can be seen enter-
taining patrons with his violin at the Barrio Fiesta restaurant in Eagle
Rock from Thursday to Sunday nights (including Sunday lunchtime).

One of the key players of the Filipino American Symphony Orches-
tra (FASO), Molina will play the viola during the group’s gala concert
on May 16 at the prestigious Wilshire Theatre in Beverly Hills. He is one
of the core group members of FASO and was in fact, the first musician
Andy Tecson called when Asian Journal publisher Roger Oriel and Edi-
tor-at-Large Lito Cruz first thought of forming FASO.

“When Tito Andy Tecson called me and asked if | would be inter-
ested in joining a Filipino American orchestra, of course | said yes,”
Botchok related. “But | had some doubits if it was really going to push
through. | called up my good friend, Bob Shroder, who is a conductor
and was my classmate back in the Philippines. We both took up Music at
UP Diliman. We were both excited at the idea so we attended the first
meeting at Barrio Fiesta. There, we met the people from Asian Journal,
Mr. Roger Oriel and Lito Cruz, who were sincerely willing to form the
orchestra for the FilAm community here in Southern California.”

Molina is an accomplished musician in the Philippines and other
countries before he immigrated to the US several years ago. He took up
Music at UP Diliman and was a member of the ROTC Marching Band.
He then joined the Manila Symphony Orchestra and played in local and
international hotels as well as in cruise ships which traveled around the
world.

When he immigrated to the States, Botchok first settled in Texas
where some members of his family lived. He quickly got a chance to
play with an orchestra in Texas. Then, he moved to Los Angeles where
he began to establish his profession as a skilled musician.

Along with the other members of FASO, Botchok is very much dedi-
cated to his craft and faithfully attends practices every week for their
upcoming inaugural concert. “We are now currently investing our time
and talents here because we believe that FASO will be big someday.
Dapat lang maumpisahan ito. | know basta nakilala na ang FASO, many
Filipino musicians will benefit as there are a lot of Filipino musicians here
in the US.

This is good training ground for the young artists too. It's their
opportunity to gain experience with the masters,” Molina stated. “This
is the first time we are going to have our very own Filipino American
Symphony orchestra in America. So, | encourage everyone to attend
the gala concert on May 16. The audience will get a unique treat of
Broadway and Filipino classic and pop songs. | believe na makakabot
ito sa iba‘t ibang states. With the FilAm community’s support, magiging
maganda ang future ng FASO,” he added.

“We are now currently investing our time and
talents here because we believe that FASO will
be big someday. Dapat lang maumpisahan ito. |
know basta nakilala na ang FASO, many Filipino
musicians will benefit as there are a lot of Filipino
musicians here in the US.”
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