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PROBLEM WITH YOUR MORTGAGE? AVOID FORECLOSURE NOW! US Lending and Company has been in the business for ten years now. They've
been servicing the Filipino community since 1998. Call 1-800-943-1341 or (310) 263-1331 for an appointment. They offer Free Consultation
for loan modification. (From right) Dan Sipin, Lissett Acuna, Mac Umer Kahn (owner), Karine Hernandez, Ernie Medina and Bobby Bakar.
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The economic downturn and its effects on laid-off
sponsored workers and H1B visa holders

by ATTY. BELLA REYES, J.D, LL.M.

S of the end of Febru-
ary 2009, almost every
spect of our commu-

nities has been affected by the
global economic downturn. To
address this problem, our new
President, Barack Obama, re-
cently signed the “American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act
of 2009,” more fondly referred
to as the “Stimulus bill.” This
bill provides a large number of
tax credits and billions in US
dollars to programs that sup-
port American businesses and
families, including extending
the Unemployment Insurance
benefits for thousands of laid-off
workers.

However, precisely because of
the economic problems in Ameri-
can businesses nowadays, many
Sponsored workers and H1B visa
holders have been displaced by
being laid off of work. As if losing
one’s employment and source of
income is not devastating enough,
it is worse because one’s immi-
gration status is threatened to be
lost too. Most of the time, family
members are also involved.

Available remedies for laid-
off sponsored workers and H1B
visa holders

If you were a Sponsored work-
er or H1B visa holder and you
were recently laid off, please do
not lose hope. There are avail-
able remedies for you. Please
call our office to discuss options
available to preserve your status.
We would be happy to assist you

in finding other Employers/Spon-
sors for you.

Unemployment benefits for
laid-off sponsored workers and
H1B visa holders

Many laid-off Sponsored work-
ers are eligible to apply for unem-
ployment benefits. What are “un-
employment benefits?” Briefly,
these are benefits paid from un-
employment insurance programs
governed by State laws follow-
ing federal guidelines. Such in-
surance programs are paid for
by each State’s employers. For
unemployment benefits to be
provided, the programs require
that employment be lost through
no fault of the employee. This
means that if the employee vol-
untarily resigns or is terminated
for cause, he or she is ineligible
for unemployment benefits.

However, some of these laid-
off Sponsored workers do not
apply for unemployment ben-
efits, even if they are eligible to
do so, for fear that such benefits

may cause problems due to the
public charge removability pro-
visions under Immigration laws.
Under the current Immigration
laws, persons may be removed
(deported) if they become sub-
ject to “public charge” within five
years of their entry to the United
States.

It is important to understand
that unemployment benefits are
not public charges per se be-
cause first, they are from insur-
ance programs paid for by the
employers; second, there is no
government fee for this service;
and third, there is no requirement
for the employee to pay it back to
the State. In fact, unemployment
benefits are considered “taxable
income” by the IRS. Thus, eli-
gible laid-off Sponsored workers
should apply for these benefits
while they are unemployed.

This article is not intended to
provide the reader any legal or
tax advice. For more information
on applicable legal remedies or
tax benefits for you, please call
our office at (714) 530-0042 or
visit our website at bellareyes.
com.

* % %
(Bella Reyes is a Federal Tax and Immigration
Attorney and has been practicing for over
12 years. She has clients in several states,
including California, Texas, Nevada, Maryland,
Washington, D.C., Florida, New York, and New
Jersey. She is amember of the bars of the US
Supreme Court, US Tax Court, and Maryland.
Her office is located at 421 N. Brookhurst
Street, Suite 200, Anaheim, California 92801.
She can be reached at Tel. (714) 530-0042,
and her website address is: bellareyes.com.)
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Quality car? Get it from
Power Nissan!

POWET &

Power Nissan'’s Jules & Elcer—Kababayans at your service

HE Nissan brand is known for

crafting vehicles that place

an emphasis on edgy styling
and performance. The company’s
lineup of vehicles is broad, and in-
cludes sporty coupes, family sedans,
minivans, trucks and SUVs.

As the leading local Nissan dealer, Power Nis-
san El Monte has access to a large inventory of
new and used Nissan vehicles. At Power Nissan
El Monte, their amazing and knowledgeable sales
representatives can help you buy your next car
through careful research and attention to detail.
Above all, it is Power Nissan’s goal to make your
car buying experience easy—for you to find the
new Nissan automobile that is right for you.

Power Nissan El Monte specializes in new Nis-
san cars, Nissan trucks and Nissan SUVs for the
greater Los Angeles California area. For years,
Power Nissan El Monte has served surrounding
communities such as Torrance, Cerritos, Buena
Park, Valencia and Manhattan Beach.

A large inventory of Nissan vehicles is avail-
able at Power Nissan El Monte which includes;
Altima, Armada, Frontier, Maxima, Murano, Path-
finder, Quest, Rogue, Sentra, Titan, Versa, 350 Z,
Xterra and other Nissan models. Or if you already
have a Nissan model in mind, you may contact
one of Power Nissan’s sales representatives and
let them make the job easy for you.

The people behind Power Nissan El Monte
take pride in providing customers with—low
prices on Nissan models, friendly and courte-

Delivers

satisfaction.

Elcer Hernandez and Jules Perlas, Filipino Internet Managers

ous staff, convenience and excellent customer
service—a guaranteed formula for customer

For Filipinos out there, Power Nissan El Monte
is pleased to present your kababayans Jules
Perlas and Elcer Hernandez, Internet Managers,
who are more than happy and accommodating to
help and make you purchase the Nissan car you
want effortlessly.

Aside from the quality range of Nissan cars at
Power Nissan El Monte, they also provide Nis-
san OEM factory service and warranty services
(Tune-Ups Transmission Service Brake Service
and New and Rebuilt Engines) for Torrance,
Cerritos, Buena Park, Valencia, Manhattan Beach
and surrounding communities in the Los Angeles
area. Power Nissan El Monte also sells Nissan
parts and Nissan accessories for Nissan cars,
Nissan trucks and Nissan SUVs.

Get the latest information on incentives and
rebates on all the available Nissan models by
visiting www.PowerDirect.com or simply make
a trip down to Power Nissan El Monte at 3428
North Peck Rd., El Monte, CA 91731. You may
also call: (877) 205-6390 for more information.
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ORT WORTH, Texas —
FIf you've wanted to see
more of the USA, but
the economy has you moan-
ing, “There’s no way,” then
count on American Airlines to
save the day. And right now,
we have the great low fares to
prove it.

American, a founding mem-
ber of the global oneworld Al-
liance, has put nearly all of its
destinations in the continental
US on sale for travel this spring.
East Coast, West Coast, North-
east, Southeast, Northwest,
Southwest, Midwest ... they're
on sale for travel through May
20.

American, together with its
regional affiliate, American
Eagle, is your airline for spring
travel this year (and any time of
year, for that matter). We can
take you to all the great sites
the country has to offer; to that
relaxing vacation on the beach,
in the mountains, or at the golf
course; to that big family re-
union or that quiet visit with
a long-lost friend or college
roommate.

Whatever your plans, you'll
save money with American’s
great low fares this spring. But
don’t delay. Tickets for Ameri-
can’s low spring sale fares must
be purchased by March 16,
2009.

Here are the highlights of
American’s low fares for travel
through mid-May:

American  Airlines
Spring Sale Fares

Available to nearly all of our
destinations in the continental
United States.

Travel through May 20,
2009.

Purchase tickets no later than
March 16, 2009.

14-day advance purchase is
required.

Other restrictions, including
embargo dates, apply. For rules
and restrictions, see the terms
and conditions below, or visit
American’s Web site, AA.com.

Here are samples of Amer-
ican’s great low fares. Fare
amounts shown are each way
based on off-peak round-trip
Economy Class travel pur-
chased on AA.com.

Sample markets

Between

Fare Each Way Based on

Round-Trip Purchase*

Dallas/Fort Worth — Tulsa++

$37

Los Angeles — Monterey, Ca-
lif.+

$37

Chicago O’Hare — Minneapo-
lis/St. Paul

$42

Miami - Philadelphia

$58

Chicago O’Hare — St. Louis

$62

Atlanta — Dallas/Fort Worth

$73

Los Angeles — Washington,
D.C. Dulles

$97

Los Angeles — Orlando

USA

$107

New York Kennedy - San
Francisco

$115

*Fares shown are each way
based on off-peak round-trip
Economy Class travel pur-
chased on AA.com, and are in
US dollars. Fares are valid for
travel through May 20, 2009.
Fares do not include all govern-
ment-imposed taxes and fees.

+ Service operated by Ameri-
can Eagle.

++Travel may be on American
Airlines or American Eagle.

Travelers can check sched-
ules and fares and book flights
by visiting www.aa.com. On
AA.com you'll find the abso-
lute lowest fares available for
American Airlines, American
Eagle and AmericanConnec-
tion flights — guaranteed. For
full details on our Lowest Fare
Guarantee, visit www.aa.com/
guarantee. And, for the ben-
efits of booking at AA.com, visit
www.aa.com/benefits.

For an additional $20 per
ticket, travel arrangements
can also be made by calling
American’s reservations num-
ber at 1-800-433-7300 (en Es-
pafiol 1-800-633-3711) within
the United States. Outside the
United States, call the local res-
ervations number. For an ad-
ditional $30 per ticket, travel
arrangements can be made at
an American Airlines Travel
Center or Airport Ticket Office.
Tickets may also be purchased
through a travel agent. Travel
agents may impose a service
charge for ticketing.

A “Fly Now, Pay Later” de-
ferred payment option on
American allows holders of
the American Airlines Credit
CardSM account to enjoy six
months of no payments and no
interest for tickets purchased
on AA.com. For terms and con-
ditions and more details, visit
www.aa.com/paylater.

American Airlines Vacations-
SM has a number of exciting
and affordable travel packages
available to many popular des-
tinations in the United States.
For more information, visit
www.aavacations.com.

Fare Terms and Conditions

Fares shown are each way
based on off-peak round-trip
Economy-Class travel pur-
chased on AA.com, and are in
US dollars. Fares shown are val-
id for travel Tuesday/Wednes-
day/Saturday; other travel days
are available at additional cost.
Fares are subject to change
without notice.

Fares do not include (a) a
federal excise tax of $3.60 per
US.domestic flight segment,
defined as one takeoff and land-
ing, of a passenger’s itinerary;
(b) up to $18 per round trip in
local airport charges; and (c)
September 11th Security Fee
of $2.50 per enplanement origi-
nating at a US airport.

Tickets must be purchased at
least 14 days prior to departure
or within one day of making
reservations, whichever comes

American puts US destinations on
sale for travel through mid-May

first, but not later than 11:59
pm, March 16, 2009 (Central
Time).

Fares are valid for travel
through May 20, 2009. Fares
are not valid for travel March
28 and April 4, 11, 2009.

Advertised fares are valid
only on American Airlines,
American Eagle, and the Amer-
icanConnection airlines and do
not apply to other codeshare
flights. Seats are limited. Fares
may not be available on all
flights. Schedules are subject to
change without notice.

Fares are nonrefundable
and nontransferable. Changes
to your ticket may be made if
you meet the restrictions of the
new fare and pay up to a $150
fee plus any fare difference.
Changes must be made before
your ticketed flight's scheduled
departure time. If you cancel
your flight prior to the sched-
uled departure time, the ticket
will be valid for one year from
the date of issue for an unused
ticket or one year from travel
origination for a partially used
ticket. If you do not cancel your
flight prior to the scheduled de-
parture time, the ticket has no
value.

A portion of travel booked on
American Airlines may be oper-
ated by American Eagle or an
AmericanConnection  airline.
American Eagle is operated
by American Eagle Airlines,
Inc., or Executive Airlines, Inc.,
which are wholly owned by
AMR Corporation, the parent
company of American Airlines.
AmericanConnection service is
operated by one of the follow-
ing independent contractors:
Trans States Airlines, Inc., or
Chautauqua Airlines, Inc.

To purchase tickets on
AA.com you must use a credit
card with a billing address in
the United States, Puerto Rico,
US Virgin Islands, Canada, the
United Kingdom, or select Latin
American and Caribbean coun-
tries.

Customers may be charged
$15 each way for the first
checked bag and $25 each way
for the second checked bag.
See www.aa.com/baggageal-
lowance for more information.

AmericanAirlines, American
Eagle, AAdvantage, Ameri-
canAirlines Vacations, and
AA.com are marks of American
Airlines, Inc. oneworld is a mark
of the oneworld Alliance, LLC.
American Airlines reserves the
right to change the AAdvantage
program rules, regulations,
travel awards and special offers
at any time without notice and
to end the AAdvantage program
with six months’ notice. For
complete AAdvantage program
details, visit www.aa.com. For
full details on our Lowest Fare
Guarantee, visit www.aa.com/
guarantee. For the benefits of
booking at AA.com, visit www.
aa.com/benefits.
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Of scams, suckers and the wheels...
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significant areas of life — IF IT’S
TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE, IT
PROBABLY IS. Okay, repeat that
as your mantra. A smidgen of
cynicism will serve us all in good
stead.

The scams that feed on greed
are so sophisticated that scam-
mers can send a seemingly au-
thentic check, complete with
watermarks, by mail from a real
sounding bank with so many ze-
roes on it. If you bite at the first
overture, they then ask for a pro-
cessing fee and get all pertinent
information from you so you can
get the rest of the “winnings.”
This is called the Nigerian scam
apparently because the first per-
petrators allegedly were well
educated but destitute Nigerians
who found that their facility for
the English language could be
exploited to scam millions us-
ing the internet. The scam has
spread and morphed with mind-
boggling variations, from Russia
to China to Japan, but with only
one nefarious purpose. To be
fair, the scam is no longer just
Nigerian but has become inter-
national with many copycats. No
one race or culture has the mo-
nopoly on these. These can origi-
nate anywhere in the world. If
you have not consciously joined
any lottery, why in heaven’s
name would you think you have a
snowball’s chance in hell of win-
ning even one thin dime? Also,
legitimate lotteries will NEVER,
repeat NEVER, ask you for mon-
ey in order for a winner to claim
a prize.

Some scams feed on your fear.
One of the most deceptive things
is to receive an email from your
bank instructing you to click on
a link and verify your informa-
tion since someone supposedly
is accessing your account and if
you don’t verify your information,

particularly your pin number or
password, this can result in a
temporary hold on your funds.
Yeah, right.

I received an authentic looking
email from Bank of America with
such a story line. The thing is I
don’t have an existing account
and reading the fine print below
and editing the grammatical er-
rors are red flags that tell me
these con artists have breached
my spam guard. No legitimate
financial entity will ask you for
information of such nature. If you
do have an account, cut these
scammers off at the knees with
the simple expediency of call-
ing the fraud unit of your bank
or credit card company yourself.
Take the bull by the horns. Gen-
erate the call. Get the telephone
number from your statement or
your card and DO NOT CALL
THE NUMBER that the caller or
e-mailer provided you with. It’s a
trap. Report such emails as spam.
Don’t just delete it. Sure, they will
morph into another form but be
proactive and make it more dif-
ficult for them. These scams are
like viruses or shape shifters and
can mutate faster than the speed
of light. PC users are more vul-
nerable to spammers/scammers
and pesky pop-ups than Mac us-
ers. C’est la vie.

Is there karmic justice? Be-
cause con artists rarely ever see
the faces of their victims or know
the full extent of the damage that
they wreak on real people with
real lives, these crimes seem
impersonal in nature and rarely,
if ever, do con artists get their
comeuppance, at least in the
physical world, where they would
have been, tarred and feathered,
boiled in oil, sold as chattel or
flogged beyond recognition in
Medieval times.

A case in point: Bernie Madoff’s
life is not enough to compensate

the people he had wronged. If
there is some truth to reincarna-
tion and karmic justice to pay oft
your earthly transgressions in
your lifetime, Madoff will have
to go through the number of life-
times equivalent to the number
of people he had scammed and
destroyed, perhaps, close to an
eternity in absolute cold misery,
just to even out the score. The
same could apply to Enron’s Ken
Lay, who died at 64 before he
could serve his sentence for mas-
sive fraud, adding insult to injury
to the victims he cheated.

The wheels of justice grind
ponderously, exceedingly slow
and you sometimes wonder, if
justice would ever catch up with
this distinct phenomenon of our
time. The divine aspect of our hu-
manity calls for mercy, even for
the worst transgressions. Still,
the crimes and moral offenses
that we are fast becoming inured
to, are of a severity and unprec-
edented magnitude which now
crosses international borders
that there is probably a need to
take a long hard look at current,
fast becoming outdated legal
systems based on jurisprudence
on a global scale that has yet to
take into serious consideration
the cyber environment that now
permeates modern life in every
corner of the world.

For now, all we can do as or-
dinary users of the net is be on
guard. A healthy dose of cyni-
cism and a smidgen of common
sense work as well as an ounce of
prevention.

* % %
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