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Historic Filipino-American meeting with Obama administration
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budget from $1 billion to as much
as $30 billion so it could provide
technical assistance and capacity
building to small-, minority- and
women-owned businesses. Another
suggestion is to provide up to $5
billion to microbusinesses which
create one out of six private sector
jobs. Mabuhay Alliance has been
a leader among Asian American

organizations in this field.

In addition, Mabuhay Alliance
and NaFFAA criticized the federal
government for failing to award
400,000 Filipino-American owned
businesses and professionals. (Last
year the government awarded $650
billion in contracts with 97 percent
going to giant white owned busi-
nesses.)

And as part of the effort that
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began in November 2007, as a
result of the Desperate Housewives
attack on the credibility of Filipino-
American professionals, Mabuhay
Alliance and NaFFAA raised the
issue of Filipino American empow-
erment. One matter raised was the
lack of Filipino-Americans on the
board of directors of Fortune 500
corporations. (Only two of the 6,000
board members of these corpora-
tions are Filipino-Americans.) As a
result of a Mabuhay questionnaire
sent out to 10 prominent Filipino-
American organizations last week,
the community will be submitting
the names of three prominent Fil-
Ams to be on the board of directors
of Citigroup.

The Secretary of Treasury, Chair-
man of the Federal Reserve and
Chairman of the FDIC are part of
the selection process for the board
of directors of Citigroup since
the government is now its largest
shareholder. Mabuhay Alliance and
NaFFAA also secured provisional
interest from the FCC in holding a
hearing in Los Angeles this fall on
the discrimination against Fil-Ams
and other minorities.

It will be co-hosted by the Fil-Am
community to discuss the absence
of minorities within the entertain-
ment industry and the need to end
racial and ethnic stereotyping. The
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INVITATION FOR BIDS
(IFB) NO. 7780
TRASH PICK-UP &
REFUSE DISPOSAL

PROJECT-BASED
VOUCHER PROGRAM

The Housing Authority of the
City of Los Angeles invites bids
to provide the Authority Trash
Pick-up and Refuse Disposal.
Copies of the IFB may be
obtained beginning March 16,
2009 online at
www.HACLA.org/ncg or by
calling (213) 252-1836. A pre-
bid conference will be held on
March 25, 2009, 9:30 a.m. local
time, in the Board Room at 2600
Wilshire Blvd, 5th floor, Los
Angeles, CA 90057. Bids will
be accepted at the same
location in the Authority's
Purchasing Department, 3rd
floor, until 1:30 p.m. (local time),
on April 17, 2009.
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Book your trip to the Philippines through LBC Travel and you can

SHIP YOUR BALIKBAYAN

CHOOSE LBC TRAVEL AND YOU GET:

FIRST CLASS SERVICE - Our knowledgeable and helpful travel
specialists will help you every step of the way and make your trip to

the Philippines the best experience you can have.

EXTRA LUGGAGE SPACE - Ship one Balikbayan box on us
when you purchase one adult RT ticket (PAL flights only)

BIG SAVINGS - Being a PAL consolidator we

are able to give you competitive air fares everyday.
PLUS don't forget with the free Balikbayan box
shipment we are giving you, you can save as
much as $150 on extra luggage costs!

*Restrictions apply.

For reservation and other inquiries please call LBC Travel:

(800) 241-1304
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