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Universal Law of Gravitation, and
to peeve a customer complaining
that his fries were cut too thick,
Chef George Crum sliced a potato
paper-thin and fried it to a crisp
to create the first potato chip.

For Manguera, that night of
partying, drinking and eating a
taco from a roach coach has led to
one of the great food revelations
especially in a diverse place like
Los Angeles.

Taco trucks regularly roam
the streets of Los Angeles only
offering Mexican delicacies but
introducing Korean flavors to
tacos and burritos was a marriage
fit for food heaven.

“The food is absolutely
delicious,” said Manguera. “Chef
Roy has really created this dish
from his heart.”

“We put a lot of love and care
into our food and I think the
people have really responded to
that,” said Chef Choi. “They’ve
also appreciated that our food
is only $2 and that’s a good deal
especially in this kind of economy
where people are looking for
quality cheap eats.”

“What you're really doing
is buying a lifestyle,” added
Manguera about the food. “It’s
LA in one bite for $2.”

Humble Beginnings

Despite thinking of the idea and
massive publicity and good food
reviews Kogi has been receiving,
Manguera deflects the attention
away from himself and focuses
on the team that has made the
Korean BBQ truck a success.

“It’s the team behind Kogi
that makes Kogi so successful,”
he said.

Manguera said he gave up a
comfortable job heading food
and beverage at a downtown five
star hotel to take this calculated
risk of opening Kogi.

“Tknew that it could work,” said
Manguera. “I just didn’t know it
was going to be this popular.”

Born in Manila, Philippines,
Manguera arrived to the US
when he was three years
old. Growing up in Vallejo in
Northern California he said that
it would have been easy for him
to live a comfortable lifestyle
like many Pinoys do.

“Icould have just stayed, lived at
home, found a job and played ball
in the weekends,” he said. “But I

wanted to challenge myself.”
After graduating from high
school, he moved to Anaheim to
attend California State University,
Fullerton. He received a bachelor

in Business Management
before continuing to pursue
his education at the California
Culinary Institute. After working
briefly as a chef in Hawaii, he
went to the mainland and served
as a food and beverage director
in a Downtown hotel.

During that time he met his
future wife, Caroline, a Korean
American. He said ever since he
met her, he’s been entrenched
with Korean culture.

“My mother-in-law makes the
best Korean BBQ,” he said. “I
love Korean food.”

Manguera said that he was in
a comfortable position working
at the hotel but when he thought
of Kogi (which means meat in
Korean) BBQ, he immediately

jumped at the opportunity to
pursue his own business.

“The key to success is not
only have a team of people help
guiding you but overcome fear. If
you let fear take over you, if you
let complacency take over your
life, ten years from now and I'll
look back and wish that I would
have done something with my
life,” he said.

Now, Manguera has grown
Kogi to what is today. There
are only two Kogi BBQ trucks
roaming the streets and another
four are on their way, he said.
Manguera also opened a small
Kogi restaurant in the Alibi Room
in Culver City. Both trucks and
the restaurant go through 500 to
600 pounds of meat a week.

And although most of the
menu is dedicated to Korean
BBQ, he said he and Chef Roy
are planning to introduce Filipino
food in a taco.
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/IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS

HEALTHCARE EMPLOYERS/ SPONSORS AVAILABLE

PERM: APPROVAL GUARANTEED or
we will file a new PERM for you for FREE*

FASTER SOLUTIONS FOR
RETROGRESSION

¢ BUSINESS Immigrants:
PERM Labor Certificate
Employer Petitions; EB2/ EB3
Investors: Religious Workers; Researchers
¢ BUSINESS Non-Immigrants:
Investors and Import/ Export (E)
Profesionals (H1B); Students (F)
Exccutives and Managers (L1A)

¢ FAMILY IMMIGRATION:
Marriage & Fianceé Visas
Parents and Children Petitions
Battered/ Abused Spouse Petitions
AnjustmeNT of Status and Crrzensuir
& NEWADOPTION LAWS

Chir Experieneed attorneys will offer wou perzopalized attention to yonr specifle caze. Owurdedicated
staff will access all owr resonrces to help wou acail of any avenwes of relief existing nnder the law.

We will work hard for you!

THOUSANDS OF HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS ARE NOW WORKING LEGALLY IN
THE U.5. AFTER BEING HELPED BY ATTORNEY KOREMN AND HER DEDICATED STAFF .
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IMMIGRATION
PROBLEMS?

We have the answaers.
For over 20 years our clients wellare is always our top priority.

Our practice is built on a foundation of Integrity and Compassion.

LAW OFFICES OF

DEBORAH L. KARAPETIAN

HANDLING ALL IMMIGRATION LAW MATTERS

Employment Sponsored Visas/ PERM
Deportation/ Removal « Investor/ Business Visas
Relative Sponsored Visas/ Embassy Processing » Naturalization

USCIS Appearances * 9th Circuit Court of Appedis * BIA Cases

Deborah Karapetfian is licensed as an afforney in both
California and Texas, and an aclive member of the
State Bar of California. ANl maffers handled by her
office are case specific, and the oulcome depends on

the specific facls of each case.
Tel: 800 - GREENCARD

500 North Erand Blvd., Suite 450, Glendale, CA 91203

Principsol AScmy

Call us for a confidential oppointment. Free hall hour consultation.
Visit us ab: www.karapetianlaw.com and ask a queastion!

DIXON WONG AND

ASSOCIATES

SPECIALIIED IN:

Atty. Dixon Wong

We speak Tagalog, Mandarin,

Cantonese and Fukienese
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All Types of Working Visas
Criminal Defense for LPR &
Hon-immigrant

PERM (Labor Certification)
Deportation and Remaoval
Proceedings

Haturalization Application and
Appeal

Immigrant Visa Application
Extension and Change of Status
Application

Family Petition (Adoption, Child
Born In and Out of Wedlock
Investment Visa Application with
Business and Accounting Set-up &
Copyright and Patent Application
Appeal of Denials

Owerseas & Third Country Yisa
Processing

Asylum Application

Adjustment of Status Application
Green Card Replacement / Renevial
Battered Spouse Application

J Wisa Waiver Application
Exl:hang_e Visitor (J), Student (F & M)
i Fiance (K) Visa

Registered Murses and Health Care
Professionals Yisa Application
Adoption Petitions

BlA and Federal Court Appeals
Mandamus

Approvals are what we get for our clients.
An Expert Immigration Attorney For
All Your Immigration Needs.

WITH TWO LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU IN
SAN GABRIEL VALLEY, CALIFORNIA

600 South Lake Avenue, Suite 301,
Pasadena, Califorma 91106

Call To Schedule A Free Consultation:

626.577.1100

Fax: 626.577.1102

Office Hours: Monday through Friday. Saturday By Appointment
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