
(213) 250-9797  • http://www.asianjournal.com � ASIAN JOURNAL PUBLICATIONS • MARCH 4-6, 2009 B�Community Journal

Searching for a kababata from your hometown, a college buddy or a Pinoy colleague? Your 
search is finally over.  The Asian Journal  brings you Re:Union, Filipino American Associations in 
America -- your link to a network of kababayan associations here in the United States. As your Filipi-
no-American community newspaper, the Asian Journal recognizes your need to  nourish and maintain 
ties with the people and the culture you were born with.  This is our way of connecting our kababayans 
to the past, of creating new opportunities for the present and of inspiring you to pay it forward by be-
coming active members of  your association and the FilAm community at large in the future.

THE Federation of Filipino Ameri-
can Associations, Inc. (FFAAI) is 
a Nonprofit 501 (c)(3) community-

based organization. Strategically located 
at 2125 Santa Fe Avenue, Long Beach, 
California, we are implement and extend 
social services that are culturally and lin-
guistically appropriate among residents of 
the Los Angeles County.

Programs
ICM - Integrated Care Management
Integrated Care Management is one of the 

main Services the Federation of Filipino - 
American Associations Inc., is extending to 
the Elderly / Seniors. In collaboration with 
the County of Los Angeles “AREA AGEN-
CY on AGING”, through our Lead Agency, 
Special Services for Groups (SSG ).

Tobacco Education Program
This program has just been done, wherein 

our agency did a lot of one on one tobacco 
education program, as well as several Park 
surveys and market or vendors Tobacco in-
formation drive. Our Agency collaborated 
with the Department of Health & Services 
of the City of Long Beach.

Family Preservation
Project designed to strengthen and pre-

serve families who children are at risk for 
placement to foster care Lead Agency is 
the CAA.

Health Access to Pacific Asian Seniors
HAPAS is a long time running project of 

the FFAA dealing with different program 
that is directly concern with the health is-

sues and program implementation to main-
tain a healthy seniors community. After the 
program concerning Diabetes, the most 
current program of HAPAS is the immuni-
zation concern for seniors, wherein a lin-
guistically approrpiate information mate-
rials are being distributed among seniors 
and their families in order to inform and en-
courage seniors to get the approrpiate im-
munization, and community education on 
immunization are now being implemented. 
(Lead agency is UCLA & SSG)
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protecting right & $

YOU can bring your fam-
ily to the United States 
if you are a US citi-

zen, Legal Permanent Resi-
dent or US non-immigrant.

A US citizen or Legal Perma-
nent Resident (LPR) needs to file 
Form I-130 immigrant petition 
for the alien relative.  Visas are 
immediately available for the 
parents, spouses and unmarried 
minor children of a US citizen.  
Any unmarried son or daughter 
of a US citizen 21 years of age 
and above will have to wait 6-16 
years (depending on your country 
of chargeability) before visas be-
come available.  For the married 
son or daughter and siblings of a 
US citizen the waiting period may 
even take longer.

Legal Permanent Residents 
can also bring their spouses and 
unmarried minor children but the 
waiting period is 4-7 years depend-
ing on which country they were 
born.  They can also petition for 
their unmarried son or daughter 21 
years or age and above but cannot 
petition married children, parents, 
brothers or sisters.

How do I bring my 
family to the US?

US non-immigrants (such as 
students, specialty workers, in-
tracompany transferees, trainees, 
etc.) can also bring their loved 
ones to the United States.  There 
are no numerical limits or process-
ing delays related with dependent 
visas.   Medical examination is also 
not required.

Immediate relatives of US citi-
zens (parents, spouses and unmar-
ried minor children) are not subject 
to numerical limitation but it may 
take  8-12 months before the rela-
tive can obtain his/her immigrant 
visa.  The process may take longer 
if required additional documents 
are not submitted promptly.  Some 
Consular Officers may require DNA 
testing if birth records presented 
are insufficient.  

As part of the regular process, 
the relatives of  US citizens and 
Legal Permanent Residents will 
be required to take medical ex-
amination prior to their interview.  
Certain health issues and presence 
of illegal drugs found in the system 
of the applicant may cause further 
delay or denial of the application.  
Criminal conviction is also another 
cause for denial and possible life-
time bar.

Petitioning a relative seems easy 
but lack of knowledge about the 
process could turn money, effort 

Barrister’s corner

Atty. Kenneth Ursua Reyes

One of the most emo-
tional aspect of a mar-
ital dissolution case is 

dealing with Child custody is-
sues. Sadly enough, this is an 
area where most parents play 
games with each other trying 
their best to deprive the other 
parents of their right to main-
tain relationship with their 
child. Child custody comes in 
two parts, 1) physical custody 
and 2) legal custody. Physical 
custody may be awarded sole-
ly to one parent or jointly. Sole 
physical custody means that 
the child will reside primarily 
and under the supervision of 
one parent subject to visitation 
from the other parent upon or-
der of the court. Family Code 
§3007. Joint physical custody 
on the other hand means that 
the child gets to spend fre-
quent and continuing contact 
with both parents. Family 
Code §3004. The court would 
state specifically the periods of 
time the child will be under the 
supervision of each parent.

Legal custody on the other 
hand deals with the right and 
responsibility of a parent to 
make decisions regarding the 
health, education, and wel-
fare of the child. Family Code 
§3006. Examples would be de-

Awarding child custody 
in California

cisions such as where the child 
shall attend school, whether 
the child can travel to another 
jurisdiction or state, legal de-
cisions involving the child. In 
cases where joint legal custody 
is ordered by the court, either 
parent alone can make deci-
sions concerning the health, 
education, and welfare of the 
child unless otherwise speci-
fied in the order.

In making its determination 
on child custody issues, the 
court considers various factors 
depending on the specific facts 
of the case. The court usu-
ally follows the public policy 
of ensuring and encouraging 
the child’s frequent and con-
tinuing contact with both par-
ents after the divorce unless 
it would not be in the best in-
terest of the child. Fam. Code 
§3011. If the court is inclined 
to order sole custody to one 
parent, the consideration boils 
down to which parent is more 
likely to allow the child fre-
quent and continuing contact 
with the noncustodial parent. 
Family Code §3040(a)(1). A 
major factor that would tilt the 
courts decision are incidents 
or history of child abuse and 
domestic violence. This can 
be from the part of a parent, a 
parent’s co-habitant, or other 
person to whom a parent has 
a relationship with. The childs 
amount and nature of contact 
with the parents is also an-
other factor considered. Fam. 
Code §3011(c). Other factors 

that can be considered are 
the parent’s use of controlled 
substance, prior criminal con-
victions and registration as a 
sex offender, and existence 
of restraining order against a 
parent.

The family code requires 
that the parties go to media-
tion and attempt to agree on 
the custody issue prior to the 
court hearing the contested 
case. Family Code §3170(a). If 
the case is not settled in medi-
ation, it gets decided in court 
through a contested hearing. 
At times, the court will order 
a child custody evaluation if it 
determines that it would be in 
the best interest of the child. 
The court may also appoint 
a minor’s counsel if it feels 
it would be in the best inter-
est of the child. Family Code 
§3150(a). The court retains 
continuous jurisdiction over 
issues of child custody and 
support until the child reaches 
18. This means the order may 
be modified all throughout 
this period if there has been a 
change in circumstances.

***
Atty. Kenneth Ursua Reyes was President 
of the Philippine American Bar Association. 
He is a member of both the Family law 
section and Immigration law section of the 
Los Angeles County Bar Association. He 
has extensive CPA experience prior to law 
practice. LAW OFFICES OF KENNETH REYES, 
P.C. is located at 3699 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 
700, Los Angeles, CA, 90010. Tel. (213) 388-
1611 or e-mail kureyeslaw@aol.com. Visit 
website Kenreyeslaw.com.�
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and time spent on the case into 
tremendous frustration.  That is 
why it is very important to consult 
with lawyers or people who have 
the knowledge, experience and 
qualification to ensure success of 
your application.

Bander Law Firm, LLP has been 
providing immigration services for 
over 15 years and has multilingual 
staff who can communicate effec-
tively in Tagalog, Spanish, Sinhala, 
and Mandarin.  Our firm provides 
free initial consultation on immi-
gration matters, except criminal-
related matters.  Please feel free 
to call Bander Law Firm, LLP at 
213-873-4333 to schedule your free 
initial consultation.  To learn more 
about immigration concerns and 
read previous columns, visit  www.
BanderLaw.com.  

    	                ***
Atty. Joel R. Bander is the partner of 

Bander Law Firm, LLP. With over 15 years of 
litigation and immigration experience, Mr. 
Bander is a leading litigator and accomplished 
trial strategist. He has successfully handled 
numerous cases before Federal, State, Civil, 
and Criminal Judges and has participated in 
hundreds of arbitrations and trials. 

Bander Law Firm, LLP Downtown office 
address: 1055 W. 7th Street, Suite 1950, Los 
Angeles, CA, 90017. Tel: (213) 873–4333 Fax: 
(213) 873–4334. San Gabriel Office address: 
1045 E. Valley Blvd., #A215, San Gabriel, CA 
91776. Email: info@banderlaw.com.
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migrant returning resident 
(SB-1) visa, which is issued at 
US consular offices abroad. 

Issuance of the returning 
resident visa is contingent 
on showing that the resident 
maintains the intent to reside 
in the US, and that the cause 
of the protracted stay out of 
the US was beyond the control 
of the resident. The resident 
must also show that she is 
eligible for the immigrant visa 
in all other respects.

Consular officers are re-
luctant to issue the returning 
resident visas, as residents 

have numerous chances to 
apply for travel documenta-
tion prior to departing the 
US If a returning resident 
visa is refused on the grounds 
that a resident has given up 
her residence in the United 
States, she may have to ap-
ply for an immigrant visa on 
the same basis by which she 
immigrated originally, if cir-
cumstances permit.

While travel document op-
tions may be available for 
residents and for applicants 
whose residency application 
is pending, one should always 
avail of the service of experi-

What every non-citizen should know…
enced counsel prior to depart-
ing the United States. 

***
Atty. Reeves has represented clients in 

numerous landmark immigration cases that 
have set new policies regarding INS action 
and immigrants’ rights. His offices are located 
in Pasadena, San Francisco, Las Vegas and 
Makati City. 

Telephone: (800) 795-8009 
E-mail: immigration@rreeves.com 
Website: www.rreeves.com. 

***
The analysis and suggestions offered in 

this column do not create a lawyer-client 
relationship and are not a substitute for the 
personalized representation that is essential 
to every case. �
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Commission on Civil Rights.  In 
1973, Thelma was elected the 
first woman president of the Fili-
pino Community of Anchorage, 
serving two consecutive terms. 

After her work on the McGov-
ern campaign, in 1974 Thelma 
was elected to the Alaska House 
of Representatives as an Ad Hoc 
Democrat. She was subsequently 
re-elected to the Alaskan legis-
lature in 1976, 1978, and 1980. 
Thelma was the first female Fili-
pino American legislator in the 
United States of America and the 
first Filipino American elected to 
a United States legislative body 
by a constituency which was less 
than 3% Asian American and 
less than 1% Filipino American.

Thelma Bucholdt served on the 
House Finance Committee, later 
becoming vice-chair of the com-
mittee.  She championed funding 

for the Spenard Community Rec-
reation Center, the Dempsey-An-
derson Ice Arena, the Asian-Alas-
kan Cultural Center in Spenard, 
the renovation of the Filipino 
Community Hall in Juneau and 
many local roads, trails and 
parks.  Thelma also sponsored 
and won funding for an underwa-
ter survey of Alaska’s bowhead 
whale population. She also won 
funding for the Alaska Commis-
sion on the Status of Women.

In 1980, Thelma was elected 
the first Asian-American presi-
dent of the National Order of 
Women Legislators, and in 1994, 
she was appointed director of 
Alaska’s Office of Equal Oppor-
tunity.

Thelma became an expert on 
the history of Filipinos in Alaska. 
She produced a 30-minute docu-
mentary film on the subject and 
wrote a 200-page book, “Filipinos 

in Alaska 1788-1958.”  Thelma 
was a three-term national presi-
dent of the Filipino-”American 
National Historical Society.  

When their four children Tita-
nia, Chris, Hans, and Dylan were 
grown, Thelma and Jon enrolled 
in the District of Columbia School 
of Law, graduating in 1991.  Both 
became members of the Alaska 
Bar Association.

When Thelma died of pan-
creatic cancer on November 5, 
2007, she was the National Presi-
dent of the Filipino American 
National Historical Society, and 
had written and lectured widely 
about Alaska’s Filipino communi-
ties.   The history of the Filipino 
diaspora to America was impor-
tant to Thelma.  She wrote about 
history.  But more significantly, 
Thelma Garcia Buchholdt made 
history.  

To honor this great Filipino 
American, November 10, 2007 
was proclaimed Thelma Buch-
holdt Day by Alaska Governor 
Sarah Palin. n

Thelma Garcia…
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