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People and Events

Announcing the first Gawad Kalinga
(To Care) Awareness event at UCLA

consortium of UCLA
AStudent Organiza-
tions  spearheaded
by Pilipinos for Community
Health is officially welcoming
Gawad Kalinga to the UCLA
Campus.
Event Detais
Date: March 7, 2009
Time: 9am to 12pm
Location: UCLA, Neurosci-
ence Research Bldg Audito-
rium
Keynote Speakers:
Tony Meloto, Founder of

gawad Kalinga

Tony Olaes, Gawad Kalinga
Advocate

Dr. Eustaquio Abay, Head
of Gawad Kalusugan, USA

Jonathan Wittig, GK Build-
ers Corps

Admission: FREE

Breakfast and Lunch will
be provided!

For more information
about this event and to regis-
ter, please visit: http:/www.
loni.ucla.edu/-rico/gkaware-
ness

Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng Maynila Alumni Reunion
February 25 - February 28, 2009

A grand reunion of all g atpis ket Tral S gl o
Pamantasan ng Lungsod
ng Maynila Alumni being
organized by PLM Batch ‘68
Development Foundation on
Feb. 25 to March 3, 2009.
PLM @ 42," with the theme
Apat na Dekada, Walang
Kakupas-kupas, will bring
together 42 batches of PLM
graduates including those

who are now in the US,
Australia, Canada, Europe, Richard Prado, PLM Grand Reunion Commitee Chairman

Middle East. South Asia and with fellow alum Edel Taclibon and George Gange

other parts of the world.
The steering committee headed by Richard Prado has lined up a series of activities for a
weeklong affair including a golf tournament on Feb. 25; a parade and review, coffee hour
with the PLM president, and a symposium on Feb. 27. A medical and community outreach
program will be held on Feb. 28 to be followed with a dinner dance at Manila Hotel.
Registration is now ongoing online on the website www.plmaaintramuros.org.

For more information, please contact George Gange via e-mail at chiefgange@
sbcglobal.net.

HIS newly formed en-

I semble is directed by
Noel Buan, a conductor

of Banda 31, Sta Maria Bulacan
and former tuba player of the
Philippine Philharmonic Orches-
tra under Maestro Oscar Yatco
and currently playing Tuba at
the Fil-Am Symphony Orches-
tra (FASO) under Maestro Bob
Schroeder. The ensemble origi-
nally began with eight mem-
bers within his immediate fam-
ily and relatives and was invited
to monthly Sta. Maria Bulacan
vigil meetings to play religious
hymns such as Ave Maria. After
continuous practices and small
gigs, Noel began to expand the
size of his band. He first asked
his sister Ning Manahan, a tal-
ented vocalist that will be per-
forming a solo at the upcoming
concert, to teach her two young
and talented sons how to play
percussion instruments. From
there, a handful of friends and
family joined in through word of
mouth and constant networking
and the band has yet to be com-
plete. The group now performs
at occasions such as Filipino
Town Fiestas playing many re-

quested songs and marches.

The SMB Wind Ensemble
now puts their Music at a profes-
sional level. They had their first
concert back in December 2006
and received a tremendous ap-
preciation from the audience. At
the concert, they invited trumpet
soloist Edwin De Leon, one of
the best trumpet players in the
Philippines who now plays in the
US Army Band. Guest soprano
Luningning Manahan, a gradu-
ate from the UP conservatory of
music, also performed a Kundi-
man song Mutya ng Pasig.

On March 22, the 35 strong
SMB wind ensemble will per-

SMB wind ensemble

form again at the Celebrity
Center Garden Pavilion Hall in
Hollywood, CA. performing a va-
riety of music such as Classical
Overtures, Kundiman and Popu-
lar music. Solo acts will feature
principal clarinetist Rommel Ag-
atep who will perform Carnival
De Venice and returning guest
Soprano, Luningning Manahan
who will sing one of Francisco
Santiago’s compositions, Paki-
usap. Lastly, the concert will fea-
ture the St. Denis Filipino Choir
under the direction of Joe Mana-
han.

The concert welcomes every
one of all ages as a vast variety

of music will be played for your
entertainment, all proceeds of
this concert will contribute to-
wards scholarships for students
who are less fortunate in the
Philippines. Your attendance will
be greatly appreciated and your
help will make a tremendous ef-
fect on the lives of many.

For tickets, please call (714)
329-4422 or (562) 858-5188

The concert will be held on
March 22, 2009 at 5:00 pm at
the Celebrity Centre, Garden
Pavilion Hall on 5930 Franklin
Ave., Hollywood, CA. 90720.

For directions, please call
(323) 960-3100.

Consular outreach in Texas

0OS ANGELES—A team from the Philippine Consulate Gen-
L eral in Los Angeles will be conducting a Consular Outreach
Program in two major cities in Texas. The schedules are as

follows:

» Houston, TX on 12-13 March 2009 at the International Food
Court located at Beechnut corner Beltway 8. Service hours will be
from 9 am until 5 pm.

« Dallas, TX on 15-16 March 2009 at the Memorial Park Rec-
reation Center, 1950-B South Valley Parkway, Lewisville. Service
hours will be from 10 am until 7 pm on 15 March 2009 and from 9
am until 5 pm on 16 March 2009.

These consular outreach programs are being undertaken in co-
operation with the Philippine American Chamber of Commerce of
Texas (PACCTexas) and the Filipino American Council of South
Texas (FACOST).

The following consular services will be rendered:

1) Applications for Machine Readable Passport (Cost: $50), to be
returned to the applicant by mail at an additional cost of $6.

2) Applications for the retention and re-acquisition of Philippine
citizenship pursuant to Republic Act 9225 or Dual Citizenship Law
(Cost: $50). Oath-taking will be scheduled on the same day for qual-
ified applicants.

3) Overseas Absentee Voting (OAV) Registration. (Gratis)

The Consulate will only accept payments in cash, postal money
order or cashier’s check. Personal checks will not be accepted.

Please note that these consular outreach programs will not ac-
cept application for authentication and notarization of documents
since these could be filed with the Consulate by mail.

Application forms and requirements can be downloaded from
the Consulate’s website at www.philippineconsulatela.org.

Charity launches program...
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tion, we can empower at-risk chil-
dren.

Edwin is a creative designer,
photographer and marketing ex-
pert. His photographs are pub-
lished regularly in national mag-
azines and newspapers across
Canada, United States, Amster-
dam, Brazil, United Kingdom,
Hong Kong and the Philippines.

He helps many non-profits

with their fundraising activities
that have benefited organizations
like Shelter for the Homeless,
Myasthenia Gravis Foundation,
St. Joseph’s Church, HRC, Life-
Works Mentoring, and the Trevor
Project. He has helped raise over
20,000 toys for Toys for Tots in the
last few years which have made a
difference to over 10,000 indigent
children in Southern California
and Manila.

Melania T. Caguingin-A life of service to others

ILA to many and Nanay to her kids and many others
Mwhose lives she touched, was born on August 3, 1925
in Kalibo Aklan Philippines. Her mother, Juana Lozada
and father Filemon Torres, had nine children where Nanay was sec-
ond to the youngest. At a young age of 3, Nanay’s parents passed
away. Lucio Lozada, the owner of the famous Dimasalang bakery
in Pasig and brother to Nanay’s mother, took kindly on Nanay and
adopted her as his and his wife, Feliza’s daughter. Nanay grew up
in the company of her talented cousins Carmencita Lozada, world
renowned violinist, painter Manolo, and business entrepreneur
Teresita. Nanay studied in Arellano high school and upon gradu-
ation from high school, enrolled at the Beautician’s Academy in
Manila. With her take charge attitude, it was not long for the class
of ‘40 to elect as her graduating Class President. She spent time
managing the popular Dimasalang and in that course, met her po-
tential costumers for her soon to be famous beauty parlor, Mila’s.
Her charm and kindness brought many patrons to the bakery and
soon, it brought one tall, dark and handsome man, Bening, wooing
her. One Valentine’s Day in 1951, the two young people in love got
married.

Nanay and Tatay scouted for a place to start their own business,
with Tatay exhibiting his talent in goldsmithing, and soon found a
place across the bakery. “Mila’s Beauty Parlor, “ became a house-
hold name for its mastery of hairstyling and make-up. Young girls
preparing for graduation, school meets, debuts, wedding trekked
to Mila’s to get their fix. On fiesta (December 8) and Christmas sea-
son, ladies lined up for nanay and her beauticians’ magic touch.

In 1952, Nanay gave birth to her first born Cecilia, whom she
fondly calls Cecie. In 1953, Carlos (Lito) was born and in 1954, En-
rico (Rico) followed. Mila became involved in charitable activities
and once donated her labor to be the resident make-up artist for
all the casts of Mikado, an opera performed by daughters and sons
of Pasig, for the reconstruction of the town’s community chapel.
Nanay was also an active rector for the local Cursillo Movement.

In 1977, Nanay Mila decided to join her daughter Cecie in Los
Angeles when the latter accepted a foreign correspondent assign-
ment and married long time writer friend Dante Ochoa. In Los An-
geles, Mila went back to school in her 60s and obtained a Cosme-
tologist degree and earned her license. She worked for a couple
of famous beauticians, in between caring for her grandkids, JB,
Leandre, Lawrence and Adrienne.

Her most trying moments started in 1982, when unfortunately
her 29-year old son Lito succumbed to illness. Her son Rico joined
her in California, married Wilma, a licensed registered nurse and
they brought forth a beautiful daughter Adrienne. Three years af-
ter, in 1985 when Tatay Bening decided to join her in the US, Tatay
was diagnosed with throat cancer. Through it all, Nanay continued
her life with a strong faith and belief that God’s plans would see her
through. She dedicated her life after 70 to help raise the grandchil-
dren, tirelessly making them dinner and lunch, cooking for their

birthday parties, graduation with her new-found culinary cooking.
The grandkids and their friends reveled in her special “bola bola”,
sinigang, embutido and hamonado, among others. On February 13,
2000, some 200 friends and family witnessed them renew their vows
at the St. Jane Frances de Chantal church in North Hollywood and
broke bread with them at the Sportsmen’s Lodge in Sherman Oaks.
In 2003, her youngest son Rico, met an accident that took his life
suddenly while scuba diving in Malibu California. This was followed
by another tragedy when her beloved Tatay Bening, three years ago
succumbed to cancer.

One learns the value of patience and reliance on the goodness of
people from Nanay. Patience to weather any unforeseen calamity in
life and to hope and be optimistic with every start of the day. At the
end of the day, when one feels down, she would advice to bear it
through and tomorrow is another day. That's how she showed her
strength and fortitude as she suffered through her long bout with
illness after a surgery on December 10. She hoped and prayed that
the end of a long painful day, when she awakes, her pain would heal.
She would anxiously ask her doctors at the Valley Presbyterian ev-
eryday if it's time to go home only to be met by a promise of maybe
tomorrow.

For her past time, she bowled during her younger days and in the
winter of her life, she became an avid Lakers’ fan. She loved watch-
ing the Lakers and somehow, her pain is alleviated when they played
and won. She watched every game dutifully with her three grandkids,
laughed and clapped for every Laker’s shot.

On February 10 at 4:33 am she quietly left, only after receiving
the grace of our Lord, in the last rights given by her friend, Fr, Ferd
Lansang who renewed her and Tatay’s marriage vows. When she saw
Father Ferd, her eyes lit and smiled; she nodded approvingly that this
is finally what she was waiting for. She is survived by her daughter
Cecie, son-in-law Dante, daughter in law Wilma, grandchildren JB,
Andre, Lawrence and Adrienne.

Schedule of services

One of Pasig’s well known beautician has gone to her eternal rest,

Mrs. Mila Caguingin passed away on Feb. 10, 2009 at 4:33am.

She is survived by her loving daughter, Cecile; son-in-law, Dante Ochoa; daughter-
in-law, Wilma Caquingin and grandchildren; JB, Andre, Lawrence and Adrienne Cecile
writes for the Asian Journal

Popularly known as the owner of Mila's Beauty Parlor in the Pasig community,
she has made a lot of friends in Pasig. Her passion to her work and her friendly ways
made her one of the best in Pasig.

The Uson-Santos family and in behalf of the Pasiguefians of Northern and Southern
California communities express their heart-felt condolences to the bereaved family.
May you all find peace and comfort during this difficult time. And may Aling Mila's

soul find peace in the good hands of the Lord Almighty.
Schedule of services is as follows:
Friday February 13, 2009 from 5 to 9pm.
Rosary and Eulogy
Mission Hills Catholic Mortuary
11160 Stranwood Avenue
Mission Hills Ca 91345
Saturday February 14, 2009 1:00 Holy Mass and Funeral Services
San Fernando Mission Cemetery
11160 Stranwood Avenue
Mission Hills, CA 91345
For more information, please call (818) 763-9907.

Let nothing perturb you, nothing frighten

you

All things pass. God does mot change.
Patience achieves everything.

—Mother Teresa

When Nanay’s Eyes
Are Smiling

There are treasures and jewels in this world that warm a girls’

heart

There are songs that bring joy to one’s heart
There are places and sceneries that calm and delight the sens-

es

But Nothing, nothing compare to the happiness that glow inside

me

When Nanay’s Eyes Are Smiling.

Memories of you are replete with sunshine glow
You took my hands when things were wrong: Go on with life,

anak
Be strong, that’s life’s test.

I am grateful you are my mother
We shared moments of joy, tender moments even growing

pains and sadness

You gave me wings and taught me to fly
You showed me the value of fortitude and, struggle to be a virtu-

ous woman.

The birds that flock at the backyard as the new sun rises missed

you

They miss your cheertul call and assurance
Everyday would be a blessing with the grains of rice waiting.

I will weep because you're physically gone
I will miss your warm touch, your hug, your assurance
That everything’s gonna be alright.

But I feel your spirit, you are here showering me with your

smile

I will see you in the streets of LA downtown, in San Fernando

Valley

In the autumn of your life waiting for the bus
In the warm kitchen where you cooked a thousand meals

For anyone who came hungry

Always welcoming every grandkid, their friends and strangers:

Come and Eat
With those smiling eyes.

Have I made you proud? Have I made you happy?

As you guide me through life from up above

I hope you will see a reflection

Of your kindness, generosity and of your steady grace.

We’ve gone through this path together before
And now when tears stream down my face
Know I am saying I love you, nanay

I thank God for your life.

And I will always be grateful for the blessings that flowed

through you
And rested upon me.

The time has come but memories of you will live on
No matter how tired you were, no matter how sad you were
Your beautiful eyes seem to sing and smile, when I walk through

the door.
Thank you, nanay.
Love, Cecie






