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First of all, happy Valen-
tine’s weekend to every-
one out there who has 

ever loved. I’m sure that includes 
all of us. Restaurants, theatres 
and romantic hotspots all over the 
city are extra busy this weekend 
to cater to sweethearts celebrat-
ing each other. Please do enjoy 
yourselves.

This year, yours truly will be 
celebrating with dear friends. 
Here’s to love!

As of this writing, my dear 
friend Ruffa Gutierrez is back in 
Manila after stopping by a very 
hectic 48 hours here in LA.

Ruffa, as reported in recent 
entertainment news, is starting a 
new daily TV show with comedy 
queen Ai-Ai Delas Alas. This pair-
ing is much anticipated because it 
blends the kikay sensibilities of a 
model and former beauty queen 
and the hilarious persona of the 
reigning queen of comedy.

According to Ruffa, her tan-
dem with Ai-Ai is like Tyra Banks 
meets Ellen Degeneres. Let’s be 
sure to tune in nalang.

Ruffa’s LA visit this week was a 
busy one. She had to squeeze in 
all the important errands as well 
as a fun reunion with LA-based 
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Ruffa’s 48 Hours in LA
friends including yours truly.

She had to take care of some 
important papers at the Philip-
pine Consulate General here 
concerning the dual citizenship 
of daughters Lorin and Venice. 
Immediatley after, she had to 
pick up a birthday present for her 
beloved dad Eddie and then on to 
meet with friends at the swanky 
SLS hotels in Beverly Hills.

Her first day in LA, we hung 
out at the Sky Bar on Sunset 
Blvd to catch up. While lounging 
by the bar, we were joined by 
a handsome gentlemen called 
John, a name that may or may not 
become famously linked to our 
dear Ruffa in the future. The juicy 
details will be covered by Holly-
wood entertainment writer Oliver 
Carnay. Again, stay tuned!

Civil Leader, Haute Designer-
Mul Tayoba

I wish to shine a spotlight on 
another talented Fil-Am who puts 
us in the world-class department 
because of his excellenct work.

If you’re a fashionista, you may 
have already heard of Mul Tayo-
ba. He is an accomplished fashion 
designer who formally trained in 
fashion computer-aided design 
at the California Design College, 
graduating Magna Cum Laude.

I first met him through a com-
mon client, the timeless Ms. 
Rosemary Gecosala. I was com-
missioned to do the beauty styl-
ing of Rosemary’s grand 50th 
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birthday celebration at the Uni-
versal Sheraton Hotel.

Mul, the designer of Rose-
mary’s gown, had a vision of how 
the celebrant should look in the 
fabulous golden opera dress he 
created specially for her. Taking 
some notes from Mul’s ideas and 
interweaving them with my own, 
I was able to execute a flawless 
hair and make-up look for Rose-
mary to complement the magnifi-
cence of her gown. In this case, 
two artists working harmoniously 
together were better than one.

Mul and I clicked right away 
because we both strive for perfec-
tion. Rosemary was a vision that 
night. I have to compliment Mul 
for a neatly done creation that still 
looked grand without overwhelm-
ing the overall design.

Besides being a passionate 

designer, Mul is also commit-
ted to community building and 
volunteerism. He was an active 
member of the Board of Directors 
of Negrenses of America, Inc. in 
1996 and is currently the elected 
President of his home town non-
profit organization, Townsfolk 
of La Castellana-USA since the 
year 2000. With his leadership, 
the organization was able to raise 
funds to implement various in-
frastructure projects and extend 
socio-economic assistance to his 
homeland.

Mul is incumbent president of 
the Fil-Am Association fo Santa 
Clarity Valley, Inc. According to 
Mul, “if we bring and connect our 
enthusiastic ideas together with 
an unselfish commitment and 
perseverance to the association, 
we will all help achieve its goals 

and objectives and make a big 
difference . . . together, we stand 
much stronger.”

Thank you Mul for inspiring 
us with your art and community 
serve! Mabuhay ka!

***
My warmest greetings to an 

outstanding couple—and avid 
readers of Hi! Society—Letty 
and Nelson Yapana. Because of 
kindness and generosity, they 
are well-loved by everyone who 
knows them, including famous 
doctor to the stars Vicki Belo.

I just want to say hello to you 
Letty and Nelson and thank you 

for reading my weekly column.
***

The author is a Marikina-born, award-

winning celebrity beauty stylist with his own 

chain of salons across Southern California 

and Las Vegas, Nevada. Ultimately, Monet is 

known as an all-around artiste who produces 

sold-out fashion and awards shows, as well as 

unforgettable marketing campaigns. Monet 

is also the founder of the revolutionary 

all-natural beauty products available at 

www.skinbymonet.com. He supports many 

humanitarian efforts to include projects in his 

native Marikina, The Bantay Bata Foundation, 

and many more. To contact Monet, please visit 

www.monetsalon.com for more information.

The time has come to stop 
aging, sun damage or 
genetic skin conditions 

alter your natural beauty. It also is 
no longer necessary to undergo 
the cost and risk of plastic surger-
ies just to enhance how you look 
and feel.

LaVon Skin Care has been pro-
active in the skin care industry, 
developing a number of new and 
hi-tech skin care treatments avail-
able. The people behind LaVon 
Skin Care have met and consulted 
with leading physicians and skin 
specialists across the country to 
further their commitment to edu-
cation and training in the skin care 
industry. This assures the clients 
they get the most advanced skin 
care products and services avail-
able today.

The skin care shop—founded 
in Caloocan and Pasig, Phillip-
pines by Licensed Esthetician 
Cecil Danganan—is a place where 
highly specialized, skilled and 
experienced licensed estheticians 
work together providing the most 
advanced skin care services avail-
able. Cecil brought her skills to 
Carson and Cerritos, California to 
spread the idea of flawless skin 
with every client she meets. 

Cecil Danganan, owner and 
head Esthetician of LaVon Skin 
Care has completed numerous 
post-graduate courses and attend-
ed trainings to cope up with the 
fast-changing trends in skin care 
industry. This skin care entrepre-
neur and skin specialist has treated 
adults and teenagers with incred-
ible success. For Cecil’s legion of 
fans, her skin care treatments and 
programs are an absolute neces-
sity. She and her colleagues will 
be happy to arrange a personal 
skin analysis and consultation to 
discuss your skin care needs.

At LaVon Skin Care, they of-
fer a complete range of proven, 
non-surgical, state-of-the-art skin 
treatments and skincare products 
that help restore and maintain the 
skin’s natural vitality. At LaVon 
Skin Care, their success has been 
built on these key principles: 
1. Safety First is a procedure 
provided by highly qualified Li-
censed Estheticians. They make 
sure that after each treatment 
and procedure that all the tools 
and equipment that is used is 
cleaned and sanitized, so the cli-
ent can feel a sense of comfort 
during treatments, 2. Personalized 
Treatment Plan where a client is 
carefully evaluated, all skincare 
treatment options are examined, 
and full information is provided 
to ensure the best possible treat-
ment results. The price of the 
treatments is reasonable and 
within reach of anyone’s budget, 

Look better, feel better, and love the skin by LaVon Skin Care!

without compromising the quality 
and effectiveness of the service, 
3. Leading Edge Technology 
where the LaVon Skin Care group 
uses the finest skincare technol-
ogy available, and their skincare 
products incorporate the most 
current developments in skincare 
research including the HydraFa-
cial, Microdermabrasion, Oxygen 
Infusion, Light Therapy Procedure 
and Much more, and 4. Experi-
ence where each of LaVon Skin 
Care’s staff members are licensed 
and have years of experience. You 
will thoroughly enjoy their friendly 
and professional approach. 

It all starts with a complemen-
tary skin analysis and consultation 
where they can evaluate your skin 
and review your skincare goals, 
treatment options available, and 
cost of the treatment plan. You will 

have the chance to get to know the 
staff, tour the facilities, and ask all 
the questions you need to make 
an informed decision. In today’s 
world, it’s important to look and 
feel your best every day.

LaVon Skin Care receives many 
clients due to referrals of already 
happy customers. This popularity 
has brought attention to celebrities 
such as Randy Santiago, DingDong 
Dantes, and Marian Rivera, who all 
have visited LaVon Skin Care.

LaVon Skin Care has two loca-
tions, one at Carson and Cerritos. 
Both locations have enjoyable 
place to relax and to have a beauty 
treatment. LaVon has an amazing 
technique on curing acne, removal 
of dark spot/pigmentation, and 
many more skin problems.

Their two shops are located at 
22010 S Avalon Blvd. Carson, CA 

90745 and 17150 Norwalk Blvd. 
Suite 105 Cerritos, CA 90703. You 
may call (562) 213-6322, (310) 
518-SKIN (7546) and (562) 402-
SKIN (7546) for more services.
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