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Has Ruffa found a new love?

by Ricarpo F. Lo

Philstar.com

INCE she broke up with

SYilmaz Bektas, Ruffa

Gutierrez hasn’t been

seen (that is, caught on camera)

with a “most probable” date—
until three weeks ago, that is.

According to Funfare’s Agent
Olca, Ruffa was introduced by a
mutual friend to a dashing 62"
Polish-Persian-American named
John Faizad who got so smitten
with Ruffa that he followed her to
LA.John, 30, is said to be working
in an entertainment- consulting
firm. Like Ruffa, he just got out
of a seven-year “committed” rela-
tionship and is, well, “searching.”
During a dinner with friends at
Sky Car on Sunset Boulevard in
LA, John was “over-protective”
toward Ruffa.

But in an interview with Fun-
fare recently for her and Ai-Ai
delas Alas’ new daily show on
ABS-CBN, Ruffa & Ai (which
premieres on Monday, Feb. 16,
10:15am, Ruffa insisted that she
is “loveless” (while the divorce

case between her and Yilmaz is
pending).
“I have no time for love,

” she

said. “I'm busy. Monday to Friday,
I go ‘live’ for Ruffa & Ai. Evenings,
also Monday to Friday, I'm seen
on [ Love Betty La Fea and on
Sundays I'm on The Buzz. I devote
my free days to my daughters (Lo-
rin and Venice) who I sometimes
bring with me to the set.”

Like Ruffa, Ai-Ai has gotten
used to spending Valentine’s Day
alone.

“I've been Valentine-less for
seven years now,” admitted Ai-

“Okay lang because every
Valentine’s Day I always have a
show,” reiterating that, since July
last year, “I have been celibate.
Honest, cross my heart!”

On Ruffa § Ai, the two “love-
less” damsels will surely jibe
beautifully. Twenty years ago
when they were new in the busi-
ness, Ai-Ai played yaya to Ruffa
and fellow Regal Babies Carmina
Villarroel and Aiko Melendez in
the Regal-produced TV show 13,
14, 15 on IBC 13.

“I was their yaya even off-
screen,” said Ai-Ai. “Ruffa § Aiis
Ruffa and my first project together
in 20 years.”

Sheena arrives minus
luggage

Even if she arrived last
Wednesday, Feb. 11 minus sev-
eral pieces of luggage, Sheena
Easton showed up at an exclusive
interview with Funfare at the Heat
Cafe of EDSA Shangri-La (where
she and her entourage are bil-
leted) with a big smile and a warm
hug for this writer. She was cool
and unruffled where other people
would have lost their temper in a
similar situation.

“I don’t know where they
are,” said Sheena, referring to
her luggage which contained her
clothes and the musical instru-

Clns<ic Brane 100

ments needed for her For Your
Love Only concert last night at the
Araneta Coliseum, lost in transit
between her flights from Las
Vegas to Hawaii to Manila. “So
the first thing I did this afternoon
was go shopping for clothes at a
nearby store.”

Danee Samonte (Steve O’Neal)
to the rescue. In a jiffy, Danee
was able to negotiate with a local
back-up band for Sheena. Hope-
fully, last night’s show went well
as Sheena promised “a marvel-
ous” time in this her first visit to
Manila.

For sure, Sheena (who’s turn-
ing 50 this year) sang her hits,
including the immortal For Your
Eyes Only, the theme song of
James Bond.

In an earlier exclusive phone
interview with Funfare, Sheena
said that the best lesson that she
has learned in her 25 years in the
business is not to take anything
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or anybody for granted.

Asked which of her songs
is her favorite, she gave the
same answer that all singers
do—none.

“It sounds like a cliché but all
my songs are like my children. I
love them all.”

But of course, the one song
that we’d rather remember her for
is, yes, For Your Eyes Only which
has perhaps unwittingly become
her signature song.

By the way, let’s hope that by
this time, even if late, Sheena and
company have already retrieved
their lost luggage.

Ruffa Gutierrez and John Faizad during dinner with friends (one of them identified only as
‘Samantha’) at the Sky Bar on Sunset Boulevard, Los Angeles.

MORTGAGE
PROBLEMS?

We can assist you on modifying your present

mortgage loan.....

to lower your monthly payments
and principal value.

Call now for Free consultation and no UP-FRONT fees

Mabuhay

1-800-249-3338

2550 E. Amar Rd., Suite A-8, West Covina, CA 91792

Real Estate Brokar, California Depariment of Raal Estate Brakar D 01138771

& GMA Pinoy Pack plus 100+ American Channels with HD channels
@ All for just $29.98/month for the first 6 months

H_ L ] E T O E' fﬂﬂ!tﬂlﬂl‘l‘llhﬁ!ﬂﬂ

M =

mltmmﬂm-li-—“"-'lﬂ-ﬁt"'

ey UeER D= o R 4 == swne
= L]
s e R THE HOTTEST SAVINGS PARA SA INYO:
. . ~ LIBRE for 3 months: Over 15 Premium Movie Channels
P R e wmes B e~ ® " e including HBO
v - B owe oc 3§ A B ~ NO equipment to buy. LIBRENG Standard Professional Installation

up to 4 rogoms

# LIBREMG DVR Upgrade: You can pause, rewind and record live TV
{8598,/ month DVR service fee applios)
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Tawagan ang inyong DISH Network neighborhood retailer,
o ‘di kaya tumawag sa

1-877-373-0781
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