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A proposal perfect 
for the movies

said.
The couple have been 

“steadies” for two years, accord-
ing to the MIAA media affairs of-
fi cer.

“In the two years that we have 
been together, I have never picked 
her up from the airport whenever 
she would come home from a 
fl ight. I thought that the airport 
was the best place to propose 
that’s why I opted to do it here,” 
Padua was quoted by Bungag as 
saying.

Go-signal
The airport security offi ce gave 

its go-signal to the marriage pro-
posal on the condition that it be 
quick and would not disrupt op-
erations.

MIAA General Manager Al-
fonso Cusi was pleased when he 
heard about the proposal.

“It’s very timely since Valen-
tine’s Day is fast approaching. We 
at the NAIA are happy to be part 
of a joyous and memorable mo-
ment in the lives of Mr. Padua and 
Ms Ocampo. I wish to send them 
my congratulations and my best 
wishes. As the general manager 
of the airport, I personally am 
moved that memorable events in 
the lives of our kababayan hap-
pen here at the NAIA,” Cusi said 
in a statement.

Not the fi rst
Tirso Serrano, MIAA assistant 

general manager for corporate 
development and public affairs, 
said it was not the fi rst time that 
someone proposed at NAIA.

Last September, Serrano re-
called that the nephew of a former 
governor of Isabela proposed to 
his girlfriend who was arriving at 
the NAIA Centennial Terminal 2.

“Proposals being done at 
the NAIA prove that we are the 
friendliest and most accommo-
dating airport. Proposals done at 
the NAIA are starting to become 
a trend and we are happy to be a 
part of a memorable moment in 
their lives as a couple,” he said.

An airport policeman, who was 
among those who watched Padua 
propose to his girlfriend, described 
what happened as “sweet.” He ex-
pressed the hope that the couple 
“will be happy.” 

PAGE A1 tATLANTA—Most Ameri-
cans know about a pea-
nut-based national sal-

monella outbreak but many are 
wrong about what products are 
involved and few have confi dence 
in food safeguards, according to 
a Harvard survey released Friday, 
February 13.

About one in four of those 
polled mistakenly think that na-

tional peanut butter brands are 
involved in the product recalls, 
but fewer than half are worrying 
about recalled snack bars, baked 
goods, ice cream and dry-roasted 
peanuts.

The recall of 1,900 products in-
cludes mainly minor-label peanut 
butter and a range of other items, 
but not major brand names of 
jarred peanut butter.

Survey: Peanut recall known but misunderstood
by MIKE STOBBE
AP Medical Writer

About 93 percent know about 
the outbreak and recall, and most 
of them understood it was caused 
by salmonella bacteria—an un-
usually high level of awareness 
for a public health issue, Blendon 
noted.

The poll also indicated little 
faith in corporations and the 
government. Only one in three 
Americans said they have a good 
or great amount of confi dence in 
food manufacturers or govern-
ment inspectors to keep food 
safe, the survey found.

Federal health offi cials are 
tracking a salmonella outbreak 
that has caused at least 636 ill-
nesses in 44 states and has been 
linked to nine deaths. The out-
break has been traced to a Vir-
ginia-based company, Peanut 
Corporation of America, that 
makes some minor-label peanut 
butter, peanut paste and other 
products.

Nearly 200 food makers who 
used or sold Peanut Corporation 
products are listed in a recall of 
more than 1,900 different items, 
making this one of the nation’s 

largest recalls.
The telephone survey, which 

dialed both landline and cell 
phone numbers, included nearly 
1,300 US adults. The interviews 
were done last week.

There was not a question about 
all brands of peanut butter. But a 
question about major national 
brands indicated 25 percent 
mistakenly thought they were in-
volved and had been recalled.

Only about half correctly iden-
tifi ed some snack bars contain-
ing peanut paste as part of the 
recall. Just a little more than a 
third understood that some can-
dy and prepackaged meals were 
involved, and only about a quar-
ter identifi ed some types of ice 
cream as a risk.

Fewer than one in fi ve people 
have gone to the US Food and 
Drug Administration’s online 
list of foods involved or sought 
other information about recalled 
products.

The survey also indicated ex-
tremes of concern and apathy: 
About 31 percent contacted 
friends or relatives to make sure 

they know about the recall, and 
about 15 percent stopped eating 
any foods containing peanuts. 
But 69 percent didn’t contact 
loved ones, and 45 percent con-
tinued to eat all peanut-contain-
ing foods.

The survey also found that 33 
percent of all survey respondents 
were very worried or somewhat 
worried about getting food poi-
soning, which was down a bit 
from the 38 percent who ex-
pressed such concern in a similar 
poll last June.

“We don’t know why the level 
of overall worry about food safety 
did not increase,” Blendon said. 
One possible factor: “About the 
peanut thing, some people say 
they are not worried because 
they’re taking precautions,” he 
said.

The poll also found that 37 per-
cent had a good or great amount 
of confi dence in government food 
inspections, down from 47 per-
cent a year ago. About 48 percent 
had signifi cant faith in grocery 
stores to safeguard food, down 
from 58 percent a year ago. 

Owe More Than Your Home is Worth?
Struggling to Make Your Mortgage 

Payment?
Notice of Default Already Filed?

Loan Modification “Scammers”
And Mortgage “Negotiators”

Have no legal standing to assert your Have no legal standing to assert your 
rights in court.

Stop Foreclosure and have the bank 
settle your loan balance to today’s 

current market value!

You only have a small window of time to do 
something about your default or foreclosure 
and save your home, so let the experts at 
Bander Law Firm make certain that your 

rights are protected.
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