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MANILA—Almost two 
weeks into the regis-
tration for overseas 

absentee voting, only 2,045 have 
enlisted in the 93 foreign posts as 
of February 11, the Department of 
Foreign Affairs said last Feb. 12.

At the re-launch of the registra-
tion center at the Philippine Over-
seas Employment Administration, 
Foreign Affairs Undersecretary 
for Special and Ocean Concerns 
Rafael Seguis said the turnout was 
still far from the one million target 
overseas registrants for the 2010 
elections.

Elections Commissioner Ni-
codemo Ferrer said 123,220 had 
been de-listed from the certified 
list of voters of some 500,000 as of 
2007 after they failed to vote in the 
last two polls.

He said they could enlist again 
during the registration period, which 
runs until August 31 this year.

The commissioner in charge of 
OAV said undocumented workers, 
which government estimates put at 
almost a million, may also register.

Seguis said he remained opti-
mistic that with intensive informa-
tion drive the one million target 
would be reached. He was hoping 
the POEA OAV registration center 
would enlist five to six times more 
than the 39,223 that it registered 
for 2007 polls.

Seguis, who chairs the DFA’s 
OAV Secretariat, called on all 
qualified overseas Filipinos to reg-
ister in the next six months and 

“participate in the nation’s political 
process even if they are miles away 
from home.”

Ferrer attributed the low turn-
out to the voting requirement on 
Filipino-Americans to return to the 
Philippines in three years. He said 
Comelec was proposing to either 
do away with the requirement or 
change it to seven years.

Asked about the problems be-
ing encountered in the overseas 
registration, the election official 
said some cameras of the data-
capturing machines were breaking 
down. g
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Undocumented OFWs 
can register–Comelec

MANILA—Valentine’s 
Day saved Justice 
Prosecutor John Re-

sado from detention at the House 
of Representatives after a motion 
to cite him in contempt for alleg-
edly lying under oath before the 
committee on dangerous drugs 
was withdrawn because of the 
“season of love.”

“This being the season of love, 
Valentine’s Day, the committee 
has decided to amend our mo-
tion,” Cebu City Rep. Antonio 
Cuenco said.

Instead, Resado will just be 
“heavily reprimanded by the 
committee for his inconsistent 
statements,” Cuenco, the vice 
chairman of the committee said.

Parañaque Rep. Eduardo Zi-
alcita had earlier moved to cite 
Resado for contempt but, after a 
break, the committee decided not 
to pursue the matter.

Had he been cited in contempt, 
Resado would have been placed 
in the custody of the committee 
and detained.

The committee also adopted a 
motion by Parañaque Rep. Roilo 
Golez recommending that the Of-
fice of the Ombudsman file per-
jury charges against Resado for 
inaccuracies in his statement of 
assets and liabilities (SAL).

Golez said Resado, in his 2007 

SAL, did not declare any business 
interests, when the prosecutor 
had told the committee he runs a 
money lending operation.

The solon also questioned 
why Resado declared in his SAL 
that he only had P69,000 in his 
bank account when during an 
earlier hearing, the prosecutor 
showed a photocopy of his bank 
account, including a number of 
deposits ranging from P20,000 to 
P800,000.

But Resado said he may have 
had only P69,000 in his account 
at the time he filed his SAL.

Muntinlupa Rep. Rozzano Ru-
fino Biazon accused Resado of 
lying several times to the com-
mittee, citing Resado’s earlier ad-
mission that he signed the report 
dismissing the drug case against 
the so-called Alabang Boys on 
December 2 last year, when he 
also admitted completing the re-
port on November 28.

Resado explained that he pre-
pared the report on November 28 
but dated it December 2 because 
that was the date when the report 
would be forwarded to higher of-
fices at the DoJ.

During the hearing, question-
ing by lawmakers dug up old is-
sues that put the DoJ and PDEA 
on a collision course again.

Cuenco noted that two of the 
three drug suspects, Jorge Tec-
son and Richard Brodett, testified 
before the independent body that 

they were not drug users. The 
third suspect, Jorge Joseph, did 
not testify because of a pending 
court motion.

The lawyer of the suspects, Fe-
lisberto Verano, said his clients 
were telling the truth and claimed 
the reason they came out positive 
for drug use when tested by the 
PDEA was because their urine 
samples were allegedly tainted.

PDEA director Dionisio San-
tiago refuted Verano’s claims 
and said the lawyer could be ex-
pected to make such statements 
to defend his clients.

At one point, Resado, who 
recommended the dismissal of 
the drug charges against the so-
called Alabang Boys, accused 
the PDEA of mishandling drug 
cases in the past, such as the one 
against Manny Lim, son of Ma-
nila Mayo Alfredo Lim.

Marine Major Ferdinand Mar-
celino, head of PDEA’s special 
enforcement division, denied this 
and said: “I hate to say this, but 
he [Resado] is lying, because he 
is blaming PDEA for the dismiss-
al of the cases.”

Marcelino, however, acknowl-
edged that several of his men 
were allegedly bribed by Manny 
Lim’s camp to weaken the case, 
resulting to its provisional dis-
missal.

But Marcelino added that the 
PDEA men involved in the alleged 
bribery have been dismissed. g

‘ALABANG BOYS’ SCANDAL

Valentine’s saves the day for Resado
PDEA, DoJ trade barbs anew
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TACLOBAN CITY—The 
regional office of the De-
partment of Labor and 

Employment has allocated P17 
million to help the workers in the 
coconut processing industry who 
might be displaced due to the 
global economic crisis.

DOLE regional director Forter 
Puguon said last Feb. 11 they 
would use the amount as their 
counterpart for the wages of 
workers who would lose their 
jobs in the coconut oil mills and 
be given jobs by local govern-
ment units.

Puguon said the P17 million 
would come from the agency’s 

contingency fund, the DOLE 
Adjustment Measure Program 
Fund.

Puguon said coconut oil mills 
have been slowing down produc-
tion due to the global economic 
crisis.

Close to 1,000 persons are em-
ployed by eight oil mills Eastern 
Visayas, which has been export-
ing coconut oil to other countries 
like the United States.

However, Puguon said these 
mills had yet to lay off workers.

Last Feb. 9, Puguon met with 
representatives from the coconut 
oil mills and from the regional of-
fice of the Philippine Coconut Au-

thority to get a feedback on the 
current situation in the industry.

During the meeting, Puguon 
said he informed the PCA and the 
industry stakeholders about the 
assistance program for displaced 
workers in the coconut sector.

He said the local governments 
could hire the displaced workers 
for their various infrastructure 
projects.

He also discussed DOLE pro-
grams that would help the dis-
placed overseas Filipino workers 
such as skills retraining, livelihood 
assistance and possible redeploy-
ment for those who would still like 
to work abroad. (Inquirer.net)

P17M aid set for coco workers
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