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OPINION X, FEATURES

Our expats, our heroes

“The legacy of heroes is the memory of a great name and the in-
heritance of a great example.”

nothing. In fact, our Overseas Filipino

Workers—expats, as Philippine Presi-
dent Gloria Macapagal Arroyo believes that they
should be called—could very well be the back-
bone of our country for the past de-

THEY are not called bagong bayanis for

cades.

Filipinos have continuously showed
their talents and skills in any part of
the world they are in. Their excep-
tional achievements have given the
world form and substance to Filipino excellence,
that their contributions cannot go unnoticed.

These heroes have toiled hard to succeed out-
side their homeland—and yet they have never
forgotten their roots. Every year, billions of dol-
lars in remittances are sent to their loved ones.

- Benjamin Disraeli, British Prime Minister and Novelist

This does not only help in the lives of many Fili-
pinos, but also pushes the economy of the coun-
try.

But what is more admiring about them is that
they go beyond their families to help, through
charities, foundations and organi-
zations, not only here in the United
States and other parts of the world,
but also in the Philippines that ben-
efit our fellow Filipinos.

These are our modern-day he-
roes. They do not ask for recognition or awards—
but they continue to extend assistance and help
to our kababayans. For us, their legacy will live
on because of the great example of hard work,
perseverance and sharing they have shown the
whole world. (AJPress)

EDITORIAL

Congress is that, in America, abusive and crooked solons are
either voted out of office or indicted and thrown in jail.

In our country, the crooks and those who abuse their official pow-
ers are just like the Energizer bunny. They keep going and going and
going.

At the White House, George W. Bush is preparing to ride off into
the sunset, terming out graciously even if branded as one of the most
unpopular presidents America has ever had. Bush has been accused
of many things but stealing is not among them.

Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo beats Bush for unpopularity and has
been accused of official misconduct with a frequency that makes
Marcos look benign. But she, too, is like the
Energizer bunny. She just keeps going and
going and going.

The whole situation has become a sick
joke.

Former Speaker Jose de Venecia was in
San Francisco a few weeks ago, ceremoni-
ously turning over to the Philippine consul-
ate his endorsement of the impeachment
complaint against Arroyo—the nth time
such a move has been taken against her.

Will she get away with it again? Of
course she will. She has the House of Rep-
resentatives under her skirt. There’s no way the impeachment move
will prosper. The congressmen have neither fear of God nor of their
constituents. Fat chance they will be voted out of office. They can
always buy the elections.

Overseas Filipinos like myself cannot understand why these abus-
es go on unchecked. Something has to be done. Yet all we can do is
complain and condemn. For sure, we have resolved to muster the
overseas absentee voting power that, theoretically, can tilt the po-
litical balance in the Philippines. But that doesn’t factor the rampant
and brazen cheating that will negate the overseas vote.

Small wonder, many of those who are otherwise qualified to vote
in the elections in the Philippines don’t bother to do so. They are
not convinced that their votes will be counted. So, they're giving up
the thought of voting.

THE difference between the US legislature and the Philippine

STREET TALK

Greg B. Macabenta

90 million cowards

But giving up is exactly what the politicians would like us to do.
This is the reason why those of us who are still concerned about the
welfare of our country continue to urge our compatriots to regis-
ter and vote in 2010—reassuring them (even if we ourselves have
doubts) that elections WILL be held.

In fact, the National Federation of Filipino American Associations
(NaFFAA) is launching an aggressive and sustained voter registration
campaign throughout next year, and this will include, not just voting
in the US polls but in the Philippine elections, as well.

Interestingly, this effort was inspired by the recent US polls. In no
other presidential contest were Filipino-Americans more involved in
getting out the vote and in literally campaigning house to house for
their candidates. Needless to say, the Filipinos for Obama won the
day.

The most aggressive and tireless campaigners were the youth.
They set up registration tables at every major community event and
at retail outlets and community centers where Pinoy traffic was high-
est. They also knocked on doors, invaded campuses and worked on
their elders.

These are the same young people that NaFFAA is using for the
Fil-AmVote campaign in preparation for the next US elections, which
will happen in 2010. A parallel effort will be mounted in connection
with the 2010 Philippine elections.

[ was among those who lobbied to have the Dual Citizenship and
the Overseas Absentee Voting laws passed. A group of us in NaFFAA
even filed a writ of mandamus and certiorari with the Supreme Court
against the Comelec which had ruled that we were not eligible to vote
because of a technicality. The high court ruled in our favor—but only
after Arroyo had been sworn into office under a cloud.

After all that effort, the rate of registration and of actual partici-
pation in the polls by overseas Filipinos has been embarrassingly
low. The much-heralded “Global Filipino Voting Power” has, so far,
turned out to be a dud.

So here we are, still expressing deep concern over what’s hap-
pening in the Philippines and becoming sick to death over the in-
terminable congressional investigations that yield nothing but press
releases for the inquisitors.

We can only sigh with frustration as we read about the Senate
grilling of that Big Joke Joc-Joc Bolante, as if they actually expect to

fo rce him to squeal on his handlers. And the House of Representa-
tives is now making noises that they want to grill Bolante too.

Now, we all now what that means. They’ll grill him so gently, he
will end up being proclaimed a victim of political persecution and
restored to his honored spot in Philippine society.

We're also reading with total consternation about the moves of the
members of Congress to extend Arroyo’s term and theirs through the
Cha-Cha. The brazen Mandanas resolution before the House com-
mittee on constitutional amendments would extend the term of “all
elected officials whose term will end at noon on June 30, 2010” to
“noon of June 30, 2011.” That will, in effect, postpone the 2010 elec-
tions.

Meanwhile, we continue to prop up the Philippine economy with
our remittances, thereby allowing Arroyo and her cohorts to claim
that “the economy is under control” on their watch while America’s
financial house is in shambles.

There is, currently, a move among Filipino community leaders in
the US to declare a “No Remittance Day.” But that plan simply won’t
fly because, as the Tagalog saying goes, “Hampas sa kalabaw, latay
sa kabayo.” You whip the carabao and hurt the horse.

No one will suffer from money not being remitted to the Philip-
pines more than our relatives who depend on us or sustenance. Ar-
royo and her congressional lapdogs are wallowing in wealth. A day
or a week of no money being remitted won’t hurt them. And anyone
who is hoping that stopping the flow of remittances will cause a vio-
lent upheaval in the country had better get a reality check.

Back in the old days, ir was said that the Philippines had 60 million
cowards and one villain. Marcos. Today, it appears that there are 90
million cowards watching helplessly as the villains in the palace and
the House run circles around them and insult them to their faces.

Can something be done? Back in the old days, the Ninoy Aquino
Movement and other anti-Marcos groups called for a violent revo-
lution. We do not subscribe to that. Violence is not something that
today’s overseas Filipinos would condone.

But maybe—just maybe—the 90 million cowards, chief among
them, the military officers and men who are propping up the Arroyo
regime, will suffer pangs of conscience.

And maybe—just maybe—they will recall that the Miracle at EDSA
was not violent at all.

The march for change

on this trip and seven two months ago, giving priority to where

Filipino-Americans either were bunched in great numbers or
were of strategic influence. I saw the beginning of the US primaries,
witnessed the great contest between Obama and McCain, felt the
shock of an economic downtrend that turned into a meltdown, and
I'm awaiting as eagerly as my Filipino-American hosts the new presi-
dency launched on a message of change.

In this same year, I saw the crisis of rice supply and outrageous
price increases, the removal of Joe de Venecia as House speaker, the
return of Joc-oc Bolante from US detention
and the continuing fertilizer controversy,
the removal of Manny Villar as Senate presi-
dent, another failed impeachment bid, and
General Danny Lim’s message of change.

Indeed, change is now inevitable—change
that is not usual, and offers to be dramatic
if not radical. Change does not target the
Philippines specially, but the whole world;
however, the Philippines is very vulnerable
to change. That is the fate of a people whose
capacity for assimilation has been intensi-
fied by a history of dependence. Ours is tru-
ly a fate that is sensitive and often adaptive
to the fate of other nations, particularly the United States.

And it is the United States that is going through a process that
almost all of its population have little or no experience of. Many com-
pare the present crisis to the Great Depression 80 years ago, but
the crisis is not only economic, it is also deeply social, political, and
global. As a continuing vassal of the United States, the Philippines
cannot but shudder as America itself cringes in fear. Its own strug-
gle to overcome poverty, to dismantle corruption and to stave off
violence in Moro land and in areas influenced by the New People’s

IHAVE been traveling to several cities in the United States, seven

GLIMPSES

Jose Ma. Montelibano

Army makes the Philippines weak from internal pressure and help-
less before external challenges.

A reader asked me if I could also write about solutions, as I have
been quite articulate about the ills that choke our people and country.
In a complicated situation, the answers are usually simplicity itself.
When a country is corrupt and judged by its peers to be so following
a process of measure applied evenly to other counties, it simply says
governance should be good and clean. When the country is mas-
sively afflicted with poverty, it simply says greed and avarice have
won over caring and sharing. And when a people become victims
of violence from war, rebellion and summary executions, it simply
means personal or narrow agenda is stronger than respect for life.

To my mind and, I am sure, also to the minds of many, the an-
swers are simple, available, doable and replicable. It is not that the
answers are missing or baffling, it is simply that we do not want them
badly enough, or not yet suffering enough. When those who govern
are corrupt, people can take them down from their lofty posts if the
courts will not. When the majority of Filipinos are poor, they can use
their numbers to force change and equitable treatment. Revolutions
do not honor constitutions but creates new ones. The problems that
confront us have not hurt us to a point when we simply move to
eliminate them in the most direct and expeditious manner.

Because most of us are spiritually guided to give the other cheek,
then we do. Because that same guidance tells us that we must not
confront wrong with another wrong, we have no choice but to be-
lieve that the principle of good being more powerful than evil will
eventually cause a divine way out for suffering victims. The Filipino’s
obedience to teachings and resiliency in the face of adversity has
unfortunately combined to make him tolerant and hopeful.

But even tolerance and hope cannot stop the march of change.
Change is part of a universal formula, a force that evens the odds
and ultimately shows the most effective pathway for progress or for
justice. And change has begun in America which had the most power

to resist it. How can the Philippines then avoid it?

The agents of change have not been silent or lazy in the Philip-
pines. They have simply misread the psyche of victims, or they have
offered themselves to be the answer when they do not carry the
anointment of life. And in their frustration, they presumed a ripeness
that was not yet there but knocking more loudly today. Poverty is a
curse, corruption is a curse, and all curses lead surely to violence
and great pain.

Filipino-Americans are acutely sensitive to the dynamics of pov-
erty and corruption in the Philippines and decry not only the ugliness
of social cancers but the shame all Filipinos have to bear because of
these. From across oceans, Filipino-American advocates of change
send clear messages that they, too, will use the mood of change in
America to trigger the changes they seek in the motherland. There
is no doubt that leaders in Filipino-American communities will seek
to be heard by an Obama presidency, with Hillary possibly the next
secretary of state.

The demand for good governance will be better served if a cor-
responding invitation for responsible citizenship will be presented
to both government and people. People powered revolutions had
caused initial change in governance which could not be sustained
because citizens did not understand that they, too, had to show the
change they demanded from others.

Power need not always be the object of change; it can also be em-
powerment. People forget that change in the form of empowered Fil-
ipinos dislodged power twice in recent history. It is true that power
can trigger change, but just as true that the empowered can change
the powerful. When a current situation is not good, the powerful can
lead others to change. If not, then they must risk being changed.

What is clear is that more than usual change is the prognosis of
the times. As America and the rest of the developed world reel from
the change that buffets them, Filipinos everywhere must understand
they are next. (Inquirer.net)
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