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Fil-Am wins Cy Young

SAN FRANCISCO—Half Pinoy Major
League Baseball Pitcher Tim Lincecum won
the Cy Young Award, an honor given annually
to the best pitcher in Major League Baseball
(MLB).

“I was
m o T e
shocked
than  any-
thing as
far as the
[toughl
competi-
tion. I was
hoping to
be in the
mix [for the
awardl,”
said Lince-
cum, whose
mother is
Filipino,
during a press conference announcing the
award on Tuesday, November 11.

Lincecum said he was shocked when he
found out he won the prestigious award.

“I really said 'Really?’ T was more shocked
than anything. ‘Whoo-hoo!’ I literally yelled a
couple of times,” he said.

The Giants’ right-handed pitcher Lincecum
has a record of 18-5 with a 2.62 earned run
average and led the National league in strike-
outs with 265.

The 24-year-old received 23 or 32 first
place votes, seven second-place votes and
one third-place vote for 137 points. He won
the award over former Cy Young award win-
ner Arizona Diamondback pitcher Bran-
don Webb, another former Cy Young award
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GMA Urges World Leaders to Promote Interfaith Dialogue

EW YORK — President

Gloria Macapagal Ar-

royo called on her fellow
world leaders to promote world
peace and encourage cross-reli-
gion exchange through broader
interfaith dialogue.

Arroyo urged for the passage of Draft Resolution No.
A/63/1.24 entitled Promotion of Interreligious and In-
tercultural Dialogue, Understanding and Cooperation
for Peace, tabled jointly by the Philippines and Pakistan
and co-sponsored by about 60 states.

“This will demonstrate once again our solidarity for
the promotion of interfaith dialogue as a powerful aid
to ensure durable peace worldwide,” the President said
in her speech at the UN General Assembly Wednesday,
Nov. 12.

Arroyo suggested that broader interfaith dialogues
to promote solidarity must be pursued and lamented
the fact that the concept of faith varied from culture to
culture and was often “twisted.”

“Regrettably, the story of faith has too often been
twisted into a source of despair and destruction among
peoples and nations. There are those who wish to in-
stigate religious war. There are those who use faith to
divide rather than unite us. They camouflage their evil
designs by invoking religious prejudice in the hope of
heightening a clash of civilizations,” the President said
in her speech.

“Our challenge is to redeem the true meaning of our
faith if we are to truly bring peace and prosperity to the
world,” Arroyo said. “But we must not mistake toler-
ance and understanding of other faiths and belief sys-
tems as a blank check for abuse. We will never accept
violence cloaked in religion by anyone at anytime.”

Arroyo joined other world leaders at the two-day UN
General Assembly “Culture of Peace” plenary.

The high-level meeting, convened by General As-
sembly President Miguel d'Escoto Brockmann, sought
to promote a global dialogue about religions and cul-
tures.

King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud of

Philippine President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo delivers the Philippine statement during the meeting of the United Nations General Assembly on

Agenda Item 45, "The Culture of Peace" at the UN General Assembly Hall, New York.

Saudi Arabia was the first head
of state to delver an address, fol-
lowed by President Arroyo. Other
world leaders such as Kuwait’s
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, Israel’s President
Shimon Peres, Bahrain’s King Ha-
mad bin Isa Al-Khalifa, Jordan’s
King Abdullah II bin Al Hussein,
Afghanistan’s President Hamid
Karzai also attended the first day
of high-level meetings.

US Secretary of State Condo-
leeza Rice represented President
George W. Bush on the first day.
Bush was scheduled to deliver his
speech Nov. 13.

“The resolution is especially rel-
evant to the United Nations under
the leadership of His Excellency
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President Gloria Macpagal Arroyo meets with Science and Technology Advisory Council (STAC)
members led by (standing from left) Amb. Marciano Paynor, Mr. Denny Roja, Mr. Diosdado
Banatao, Mr. Dennis Fernandez, Ms Beatriz Duran at the Westin San Francisco.
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Somewhere over the ‘rainbow’ 1n 2010

JDV to form new ‘rainbow’ coalition

by LEiLA B. SaLAvErRIA & ALLisoN W. Lopez

Inquirer.net

DATELINE PHILIPPINES

Former Speaker Jose de Venecia Jr.
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“We’ll create a new, enlarged powerful majority, elect the new pres-
ident of the Philippines. That is what we're working on,” he said.

De Venecia had formed rainbow coalitions, composed of disparate
parties and politicians, in past congresses he had headed.

He said many politicians had told him they were ready to join him
again.

‘Crossing the river’

“Many of them said to me that early next year—many have already
begun—they are prepared to cross the river,” he said.

De Venecia is president emeritus of Lakas-Christian Muslim Demo-
crats, the current majority coalition whose de facto leaders is Presi-
dent Arroyo. He was bestowed the title after being ousted from the
speakership in February.

Administration allies in the House engineered his ouster after his
son and namesake, Jose “Joey” de Venecia III, alleged anomalies in
the government’s National Broadband Network deal with a Chinese
corporation and implicated the President’s husband, Jose Miguel Ar-
royo.

He has since signed on in the impeachment complaint his son and
others recently filed against President Arroyo.
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