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was a typical case.
“They took a segment of what he said in the interview and erased 

all the good stuff he said in between. It has happened to me a mil-
lion times in my career,” Schon said as he defended Pineda.

He said that the band has offered to get Pineda’s girlfriend and 
son. “He’s definitely being taken care of,” he added.

The problem with the Rolling Stone article, Schon observed, is 
that it was so misleading. “Because they take a portion of what you 
say, you can’t say ‘I didn’t say that’ but what they don’t tell you is the 
rest of what you did say,” he said.

“It’s his first tour. None of us knew what it would be like. We 
didn’t know what kind of strength he had in a long duration like he’s 
been. We’ve been out here for a solid four months with no breaks in 
between,” Schon added.

Misquote, mislead
Rolling Stone asked Pineda in the interview about how the tour 

has been so far and if he is more comfortable onstage now.
Pineda replied with a response that was pure and honest.
“I am quite comfortable with the stage now, but, for me, it’s still 

a very grueling tour. I haven’t done this before. I may have done an 
every-night gig in Hong Kong because I was there for almost 16 
years, and in Manila, Philippines, I did gigs there,” he said.

“So it’s very hectic. It’s very stressful. It’s a very, very challenging 
job. It’s a fantastic job, but at the same time it’s a curse. Trying to 
fill up very, very big shoes,” Pineda added.

When the article came out, its subhead screamed that Pineda 
finds the tour “a curse” and made it appear that he was not happy 
with his current situation.

“I never really get to go around and walk. They wake me up for 
soundcheck, then I wait until the show at nine. It’s a fantastic job, 
but at the same time it’s a curse. . . . I told Neal that the only thing 
that will make me quit this is if I get sick. I guess that’s the same 
reason Steve Perry bailed out,” the article quoted Pineda.

“Andy Greene did us and Arnel a disservice by editing this inter-
view into an article that takes Arnel’s words out of context,” posted 
reader George Gordon in the Rolling Stone website.

Backlash
The article has been receiving a lot of feedbacks, with the com-

ments mostly supportive of Pineda and critical of Andy Greene, the 
article writer.

According to a comment posted by Jay55, “Rolling Stone should 
be ashamed of themselves for portraying Arnel Pineda as having 
a miserable experience touring with Journey. Arnel Pineda is very 
grateful about this opportunity that Journey have given him, and 
for Rolling Stones to convey the interview and project a different 
meaning of the interview with Arnel is irresponsible and unworthy 
of this stage of journalism.”

The magazine published in its website the transcript of the in-
terview, and those who support Pineda found more proof that the 
article picked out some of his most controversial responses to come 
up with statements that were totally out of context.

“It so SAD for Mr. Greene because he painted Arnel as a miser-
able and ungrateful Asian man by taking some of Arnel’s HONEST 
answers OUT OF CONTEXT,” comment poster lixox1455 said.

Other comments agreed with observations that Pineda was just 
being honest when he said that he was sad because he was home-
sick and he missed his girlfriend and his three-year old son.

“This IS the real and genuine Arnel Pineda—a grateful, humble 
and truthful guy! A profound thinker and a modest, self-sacrificing 
and family-loving man! Andy Greene you ought to be ashamed of 
yourself for acting like a tabloid journalist—editing and twisting 
your interviewee’s comment to portray a totally different charac-
ter on that other malicious article entitled ‘sad journey’, whatever!” 
DanielWeise123 said. g
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God for He has afforded me good health, I thank my late husband, 
Cliff Lee, for he has been supportive and encouraged me to be 
active in the community,” she said and added, “These are my trea-
sures, including my wonderful friends.”

As for her second term as National Vice Chair for NaFFAA, Lee 
looks headstrong. “There is a lot of work to put NaFFAA in the 
forefront,” she said and explained, “We have to make them feel 
that this is something they want, something they need.” She also 
believes that it is time for the Filipinos to be recognized. “We have 
brilliant people, and it is wonderful that mainstream is recognizing 
that,” referring to Filipinos and FilAms making the headlines in 
the US. 

However, Lee stressed that the community needs to work togeth-
er. “We have the numbers,” she said, mentioning how big the com-
munity has grown but added, “and yet we remain invisible.”

Lee looks headstrong on her new term in NaFFAA. For her, aside 
from pushing to instill pride into Filipinos again, she wants the or-
ganization be known for its mission to serve the community. “Most 
organizations are socials, we want to be more than that,” she said 
and added, “We want to be known as a service organization.” g
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“I felt that there was still unfinished business,” 
said the Rozita Villanueva Lee, when asked why 
she decided to run for another term as National 

Vice Chair of the National Federation of Filipino American 
Associations (NaFFAA). Lee was re-elected for the same 
position during the 8th NaFFAA Empowerment Confer-
ence last September 26 to 28 in Seattle, Washington.

Lee believes that there is still much to be done, and one 
of the challenges they will face is how to make the Filipi-
nos feel ownership of NaFFAA. She is however, optimistic 
that the organization would be able to break the glass ceil-
ing. “It is my passion to serve our people, and I feel the 
same passion for people from Greg Macabenta, who was 
recently elected as National Chair.”

Born in Lahaina, Maui, Hawaii, Lee, was the daughter 
of Filipino immigrants in the early 1930s from San Manuel 
Pangasinan. She eventually settled in Las Vegas, Nevada 
with her late husband, Dr. Clifford C.H. Lee, a well-known 
and well-loved allergist. 

In Las Vegas, Lee became an active advocate and leader in the 
Asian Pacific American community. Aside from being re-elected as 
National Vice Chair of NaFFAA, she was the Chair for the NaF-
FAA Las Vegas chapter for five years prior to that. Also she also 
serves as advisory board member for OCA Las Vegas and Women 
of Diversity in Nevada, and a member of the Chancellor’s Advisory 
Roundtable, speaking on behalf of the APIA community on issues 
relating to education. 

A mentor to many young people, Lee is involved in many pro-
grams that encourage the youth to be more involved in the com-
munity and its issues. “With NaFFAA, we ask the young people 
what they want to do—we don’t give them positions, we let them 
feel that they are part of it.” 

In Las Vegas, Lee also organizes voter education, registration 
and mobilization programs. “We are engaging the youth to be in-
volved in the electoral process by helping in voter registration,” she 
said. To date, they have already turned over 200 voter registrations 
and will also soon start on programs to educate and inform voters 
about the electoral process, early voting and voter protection. 

With her busy life, Lee has many people to thank for. “I thank 

he said.  For him, he was doing it for himself and his family.  Ma-
cabenta believes that the youth should similarly be engaged and 
take the lead for themselves and their children.

“We who purport to be leaders of this community are walking 
off into the sunset,” he said and added, “They are the ones who 
will be left to carry on the mission. In fact, many of them are doing 
that—but in their own way, and in a manner that is largely uncon-
nected to the efforts of the older leaders.”

Issues 
Macabenta sums up the issues of the community under the head-

ing of social, economic and political.  “Social issues involve educa-
tion, health, housing, youth-senior-and-women issues. Economic 
issues have to do with the fact that, despite our huge numbers 
in America, we continue to be consumers rather than producers, 
workers rather than business owners,” he said and added, “The 
Golden Rule states: ‘He who has the gold makes the rules.’ We 
need to own the gold in order to make the rules.”

As for political issues, Macabenta commented that political 
power comes, not from the barrel of the gun but from the wallet 
and the vote. “If we have economic power, we will have political 
power. And if we have voting power, the politically powerful will 
look to us as a source of strength.”

He also explained that all these issues are interrelated.  Suc-
ceeding in one important issue, such as the Veterans Bill, can fail 
because we have failed to address the other issues.  

  But Macabenta remains optimistic.  “Meanwhile, we will have 
to address them with whatever means we have on hand,” he said 
and added, “I assure you, we have enough ammunition to fight a 
respectable battle—we just need to appreciate that fact.”

In closing, Macabenta’s statement on achieving NaFFAA’s orig-
inal directions holds true.  Also, now being the National Chair, he 
is taking on the challenge on leading the organization the way he 
has built his life.  “My whole life and career have been built on 
virtual ‘spit, prayer and bubble gum,’” he said and explained, “I 
have had to make something out of very little. Thus, the challenges 
we face at NaFFAA are deja vu for me.”AJ
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