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Having

T doesn’t hurt to try.

CONNIE ZAMORA

a ‘Wicked’

by JOSEPH PIMENTEL

AJPress

It’s the motto that FilAm Connie Zamora had

when she entered the Universal Citywalk and
the musical Wicked production’s promotion the
“Wannabe Wicked” contest.

The winner would receive the
grand prize, an opportunity of
a lifetime, the chance to have a
walk-on appearance in a Los An-
geles production of Wicked and
perform on stage at the Pantages
Theatre, where the musical is be-
ing housed.

Wicked is a hit musical that re-
tells the famous Wizard of Oz sto-
ry from a different point of view.
Rather than seeing Dorothy,
Toto or the Scarecrow
as the main charac-
ters in the Land of
Oz, Wicked tells
the poignant
story of the two
Wizards of Oz
— Elphaba, the
Wicked Witch
of the West
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and Glinda the Good.
The musical has won 20 major
awards including the Grammy
Award and three Tony Awards.
For the 30-year-old mother of
four from Cagayan de Oro, Phil-
ippines, the contest was a chance
to shine on a big stage.
And boy, did she shine.
In front of a large crowd that in-
cluded family and friends at the
Universal Citywalk last week-
end, Zamora, after being
picked as a finalist, belt-
ed a two-minute ren-
dition of “For Good”
from the Wicked
musical to a panel
of expert judges.
She won.
“I'wasn’texpecting
to win,” she said
to the Asian Jour-
nal. “T was
really

shocked because there were
so many good, talented people
[in the contest]. “It was so cool.
I remember seeing my family
screaming and my kids jump-
ing up and down. It was a really
nice feeling. I still can’t believe
I won.”

For winning the contest, Zamora
nicknamed “Nile” like the river,
received four tickets to Univer-
sal Studios, four tickets to the
hit musical Wicked prior to her
walk-on appearance, the walk-
on role with the cast of Wicked
and ten tickets the night of her
appearance.

15-minutes of fame

Zamora knows that this is her
15 minutes of fame. After the
contest, her phone couldn’t stop
ringing from family and friends.
Local NBC and radio stations in-
terviewed her.

“I'm just surprised,” she said.
“T'll tell you what I told them [af-
ter I wonl ‘I'm so speechless.” |
didn’t even know what to say. I'm
so excited.”

Prior to entering the contest, she
was just a mother of four work-
ing as a field representative for
a construction union and every
Sunday sang in the local church
choir.

She said she sang in a few mu-
sicals in high school and studied
voice at the Musician’s Institute
in Hollywood.

Her singing career was side-
tracked when she gave birth to
her first child.

“I'm just the typical mom,” she
said. “I'm married with four
kids.”

It was her brother, Ryan Maulit
after watching and becoming a
big fan of Wicked, who referred
her to the contest.

She admits that she’s never seen
the show Wicked and was quite
embarrassed to be in the com-
petition with so many of the hit
musicals fanatics.

Her brother gave her the Wicked
CD, something that she would
listen to every day.

So on a whim and with nothing

to lose, she decided to enter the
contest. Her brother videotaped
her singing “For Good”, one of
the five suggested songs, and
sent it in.

“I was like let’s see what hap-
pens,” she said. “I wasn’t in
there thinking ‘T'm in it to win it.’
I have kids that love to sing too. I
made it a family activity. Me and
my daughter joined and it was
fun.”

After entering the contest,
Zamora would check every week
the contest website to see if her
name made the cut. And every
week she would see her name
on the list.

“It was really tough competi-
tion,” she said. “I couldn’t be-
lieve it.”

She was chosen as one of the 15
semi-finalists, and then moved
on to the live final performance

good time!

held at the Universal City Walk.
“T went in there the night of
the finals and there’s not really
much you can do,” she said. “I
sang the song again but this
time, there were a lot of people
that night. My cousins and rela-
tives, I have a big Filipino family
and they were all there. I sang
and did my thing.”

After all of the performances,
she stood in front of the whole
crowd with the rest of the final-
ists waiting anxiously for their
name to be called.

When they announced Zamora’s
name it took a while before she
recognized it.

“I just stood there and I was
waiting and when they finally
said my name it took a minute
to click in because I'm so used
to everyone referring me to my
nickname Nile.”

GBS

Galing Pinoy showcases the
triumph of the Filipino spirit --
the Filipino’s innate persever-
ance to rise above. A double
entendre, Galing Pinoy literally
translates to both coming from
(or brought to you by) the Fili-
pino and Filipino ingenuity.

She won and now, she’s basking
in the glow of the victory.

The Wicked organizers have not
announced when she will make
her appearance or which charac-
ter she will walk on as.

But for Zamora, everything has
been a dream come true.

“My daughter said they are prob-
ably going to make me play a
munchkin character because I'm
so short.”

To check out Zamora’s winning
rendition of “For Good’ go to
http://www.citywalkhollywood.
com/wickedvote/index.html M
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has changed my life!
They helped me get
my YI5A and |D card,
And now | have the
POWER tostart a
rewarding career!
Thank you
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Day/Evening/Weekend Classes
Flexible Schedules

Guaranteed Financial Plans

Work in a few MONTHS, not years!
MICROPOWER
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www.mpow.com

Job placement
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alien students.

SHIPPING INTERNATIONAL, INC.

“ Trusted Reliable Service Since 1982 %

Federal Maritime Commiission License No. 8904NF
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GET THE BEST DEAL THIS SEASON !!

Get the most from your money when you use our BALIKBEAYAN BOX.
You can put more and more of your pasalubongs in our
Heavy Duty boxes with NO WEIGHT LIMIT at a REASONABLE PRICE!
Trusted in the industry for providing reliable service.

Most of all, a family owned business who believes that
caring for the family should always comes first.

You belong to Port Jersey Shipping Family.

LAST BOAT LEAVES:
LAST BOAT LEAVES:

Oct. 16, 2008 for Visayas, Mindanao Area to arrive on or before Dec. 25, 2008
MNov. 6, 2008 for Luzon & Metro Manila Area to arrive on or before Dec. 25, 2008

Our Balik-USA
Service will give you
the opportunity fo
send your valuable
ftemns in the U.S.
Whatever the size.

CALL NOW!!

“ Weekly Vessel Leaves for Manila Every Friday *

OTHER SERVICES:

For big shipping needs.
We have 20" ar 40°
container service.
No Hassle.

WOOD CRATING

We can crate any size
of your shipment.
Big or small,
we crate if ail.

VEHICLE SHIPPING |y moving easy

For you. Local,
out of state or
even imfernational
We can pack if, wrap it
crate it and move it.

We have long
expenence in molor
vehicle shipping.
Consult us for your
needs

(201) 963-5144 NJ +« (718) 858-2000 NY * (215) 676-8428 PA - 1-888-438-7574

Visit: www.portjerseyshipping.com

® Accredited by the Philippine Bureau of Customs ® Registered with the Consulate General of the Philippines @




