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YOUR IMMIGRATION
SOLUTION

Homeland Security to 
be headed by advocate 

of comprehensive 
immigration reform

As Secretary of DHS, Governor 
Napolitano will inherit responsibility 
for the thorny issue of immigration.  

She has demonstrated that she can be 
tough on immigration by effectuating 

bold new immigration enforcement 
measures.

On December 1, 2008, 
President-elect Obama 
announced his nomi-

nation for the Secretary of the 
Department of Homeland Secu-
rity (DHS) which is responsible 
for setting, administering and 
enforcing the United States’ 
immigration policies.  Janet Na-
politano, the current Governor 
of Arizona, was named to head 
DHS.  Her position on immigra-
tion is that the country requires 
comprehensive immigration 
reform.   

Governor Napolitano may 
prove to be a bellwether of a pos-
itive immigration action in the 
new administration.  Her views 
on immigration were expressed 
in an editorial published in the 
Washington Post on June 10, 
2007 shortly after the Senate’s 
comprehensive immigration 
reform bill was killed.  Gover-
nor Napolitano wrote, “On the 
subject of immigration, my plea 
to Congress is loud and clear:  
You can’t quit now.  Last week 
the Senate was on the verge of 
addressing our broken immigra-
tion system.”  

She advocated for immigra-
tion reform, stating opponents, 
“merely yelled ‘amnesty’ in 
place of reasoned opposition. 
They were—and are—just plain 
wrong.  Don’t let them derail 
your efforts.”  Governor Napoli-
tano discussed how the broken 
immigration system resulted 
in a silent amnesty with little 
enforcement that ends up being 
arbitrary and unfair.  She cited 
as an example of the unfair-
ness, a family broken apart by 
deportation.  

Governor Napolitano also 
discussed the case of how pre-
cious law enforcement resources 
were spent in a years-long battle 
to deport high school students 
rather than on combating puta-
tive terrorist threats.

Governor Napolitano is by 
no means soft on illegal immi-
grants.  She is the first governor 
to declare a state of emergency 

THE Class of 1968, Boys and Girls De-
partments, of Saint Pascual Institute in 
Obando, Bulacan will celebrate their 

40th year class reunion on January 25, 2009.  The 
celebration will be held at the Paradise Resort in 
Malolos, Bulacan from 8 am to 9 pm.  Members 
of this Batch ‘68 who are now residing in Canada 
and the United States and other parts of the world 
are invited to share this special day with their 
fellow 1968 graduates in the Philippines.

at the Arizona border and called 
for the assistance of the National 
Guard.  As a US Attorney, she 
also supervised the prosecution 
of more than 6,000 immigra-
tion felonies.  She governed a 
state where in 2005 there were 
550,000 apprehensions of illegal 
immigrants.  Governor Napoli-
tano also established task forces 
to combat the manufacture of 
fraudulent identification.

As Secretary of DHS, Gover-
nor Napolitano will inherit re-
sponsibility for the thorny issue 
of immigration.  She has demon-
strated that she can be tough on 
immigration by effectuating bold 
new immigration enforcement 
measures.  And, she believes 
in the need to reform our bro-
ken immigration system.  Her 
view on immigration is perhaps 
best summed up in her closing 
statement in her editorial,  “It is 
fundamentally unfair and unreal-
istic to suggest that our system 
remain as it is and ignore the 12 

million who ran the gantlet at the 
border and managed to find work 
in our country. It is not ‘amnesty’ 
to require these individuals to 
earn the privilege of citizenship, 
as have the millions of immi-
grants who came before them.  
We need comprehensive reform, 
and we need it this year.”

***
Atty. Reeves has represented clients 

in numerous landmark immigration cases 
that have set new policies regarding 
INS action and immigrants’ rights. His 
offices are located in Pasadena, San 
Francisco, Las Vegas and Makati City. 

Telephone: (800) 795-8009 

SPI Batch ‘68 Class Reunion
For more info regarding this 

celebration, please contact the 
following Batch ‘68 members: 
Thelma Daez-Sy at (707) 310-
3633 / (707) 52-0655; Noemi 

Punzal at (312) 590-0459 / 
(313) 461-0459; Phenny & Rolly 
Rivera at (610) 500-1141 / (610) 
558-2951 or Jun de Guzman at 
raydgjr@yahoo.com. g

E-mail: immigration@rreeves.com 
Website: www.rreeves.com. 

***
The analysis and suggestions offered in 

this column do not create a lawyer-client 
relationship and are not a substitute for the 
personalized representation that is essential 
to every case. � (Advertising Supplement) 


