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L OS ANGELES—The Historic Filipinotown 
Neighborhood Council recently held a 
Christmas lantern parade from Manila 

Terrace to the Search to Involve Pilipino Americans 
(SIPA) youth and community center on Dillon and 
Temple St. Some 600 youth received donated gifts 
at the holiday party. Families who are tenants of 
Sacatela and Normandie Villages and Magnolia on 
Lake enjoyed the food and entertainment.

Dr. Ben Marte of the Pilipino Americans for 
Networking and Advocacy  (PANA) was the Santa 
Claus of the night.

Joel Jacinto, SIPA executive director said that 
the parol parade and the family get together of the 
holidays is an annual event of SIPA to reach out to 
the youth and families in the area.

“We want to extend our cheers to many children 
as part of our mission to promote harmony in the 
family. Many of our donors realize that in this sea-
son , the children look up to the joy of receiving toys 
and presents which is representative of the values 
that SIPA inculcates among the youth—the human 
spirit of generosity and benevolence. We also wel-
come everyone in our effort to promote community 
participation and involvement,” Jacinto said.

Leo Pandac, SIPA board vice president stressed 
that the parol which originated from the Spanish 
word, ” farol” or lantern symbolizes light . Essen-
tially, SIPA seeks to be the light which will guide 
many families in empowering themselves in the 
community.

“The parol parade is one traditional effort for 
cultural identity and to hone the creativity of the 
youth to come up with artistic lanterns which does 
not really hold no ethnic boundaries. SIPA encour-
ages the preservation of culture and multicultural 
understanding. This way we are able to achieve 
unity in diversity,” Pandac said.

Another major community leader behind the 
event is Cecile Ramos, president of the HF Neigh-
borhood Council board. 

Some of the winners of the parol competition are 
David Rockello, Christian Ortiz and Farzana Nayani 
who represented SIPA.

The parol parade and competition was orga-
nized by the Historic Filipinotown Neighbor-
hood Council, SIPA, PANA, Pacific Asian Drug 
and Alcohol Program and Filipino American Li-
brary .

For more info, call SIPA at (213) 382-1819 or 
check the website at www.esipa.org. g
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Sneak Preview: 2009 Zodiac

(Part 2 of 3)

Every year, we are all 
curious to know what is 
in store for us. It is al-

ways very entertaining and usu-
ally quite enlightening to con-
sult our zodiac forecast or our 
Zi Wei 
Do Shu 
b i r t h 
chart. Al-
t h o u g h 
the lat-
ter is 
far more 
detailed 
and ac-
c u r a t e 
because it calculates over 116 

stars based on our 
birth month, day, 
year, and hour, not 
everyone knows 
their birth hour. 
The next best 
thing is consulting 
the zodiac based 
on your birth year.

The following 
is a sneak preview 
of the 2009 Zo-
diac forecast and 
adjustments ex-
cerpted from our 

new book, Guide 
to a Harmonious 
2009.

Snake
1929, 1941, 

1953, 1965, 
1977, 1989, 
2001

The Excited 
Snake Enjoys 

New Adventures

I n f l u e n t i a l 
people allow 
you to work at 
higher levels. 
Make sure your 
service rises to 
the occasion! 
Wearing aqua, 
blues, gray, and 
black enhance 
love and health; 
while gold and 
white attract 
wealth.

Horse
1 9 3 0 , 

1942, 1954, 1966, 1978, 
1990, 2002

The Smart Horse Looks 
Before He Leaps

A difficult year is behind 
you! Make good plans and 
you will enjoy better career 
opportunities and stable 
wealth. Reds, pinks, purple, 
magenta, and burgundy will 
bring love and adventure.

Sheep
1931, 1944, 1955, 1967, 1979, 

1991, 2003
The Selective Sheep Choos-

es Carefully for Good Results
Learn a new skill, strategize, 

or study for that license to get 
ahead in 2009. Greens bring the 
Sheep scholarship; while reds, 
pinks, and burgundy create 
good reputation.

Monkey
1932, 1945, 1956, 1968, 

1980, 1992, 2004
The Wise Monkey Moves 

Up the Ladder of Success
You receive the respect and 

praise you deserve. Show ap-
preciation to all who help you 
succeed. Wearing the metal 
colors of gold and white bring 
respect and admiration.

To learn more, Guide to a 
Harmonious 2009 offers the full 
Zodiac forecast along with per-
sonal adjustments for wealth, 
relationships, and health. There 

are also suggestions of colors 
and gems to use and wear for 
creating more balance in dif-
ferent aspects of your life.

To top it all off, each Zodiac 
has a month-by-month chart 
of your energy level for the 
whole year so that you can de-
termine the best time for do-
ing important things such as 
moving, expanding, or making 
major changes in your life.
  Guide to a Harmonious 
2009—156 pages, full color, 
soft cover—on sale now for 

$25 or two for $45. To order or 
preview book, go to www.Liu-
FengShui.com or call Julie at 
(626) 862-1788. Audio book for-
mat also available. Download a 
FREE Zodiac Scroll and see our 
FREE Library Seminar Calendar 
at Liu-FengShui.com.

***
Jenny Liu is a fourth generation feng 

shui expert, please see her website at Liu-
FengShui.com, call her at (626) 272–4901.

(Advertising Supplement)

Parol Parade Held at Filipinotown

Since 2002, St. Brendan’s Catholic 
Church’s Advent Toy Drive has been giv-
ing the poor families in the Hollywood 

area, both Catholics and non-Catholics, a glimmer 
of Christmas joy. 

This year the program has collected more than 
1,000 toys of which 400 were provided to Alexan-
dria House, 300 to the poor children in the Holly-
wood area, and the rest were sent to an orphanage 
in Tijuana. 

For many of these children, the gifts distribut-

ed to them were the only ones they received this 
Christmas.

St. Brendan’s, with their sister parish the Blessed 
Sacrament, congratulates their parish  communi-
ties and their corporate sponsors: Cathedral High 
School, Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf, Economy’s Of-
fice Supply, Farmer’s Insurance, In-N-Out Burger, 
Paramount Pictures, Reading by Nine, Rhino En-
tertainment, The Production Truck, Trader Joe’s, 
and The St. Brendan School students and families 
for a successful Advent Toy Drive. g

St. Brendan’s Advent Toy Drive

AJ Press Photos by Andy Tecson
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