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Fil-Am’s inventions

also fly high

ABUA, CAMARINES
SUR— When the
Hueys, Black Hawks

and Apaches fly, Florencio
Pinili-Regala flies with them—
his work, that is.

Embedded in these US mili-
tary helicopters—and some-
times tanks—are antennas the
70-year-old Filipino-American
designed and that were ap-
proved by the US Patent and
Trademark Office.

Regala’s four inventions—all
antenna designs that could re-
ceive and transmit signals from
line-of-site  (LOS), ground-
based transmitters/receivers
to satellite communications
(Satcom)—were patented in
2006 and in 2007.

His first patented antenna
design, approved on March
28, 2006, was the “Portable
Co-Locator, LOS and Satcom
Antenna.”

He described the antenna
as a gadget that integrated
the ground-based and satel-
lite communications so that
the operator would not have
to shift modes when the need
arose for either system.

The other two inventions
were the “Single Connector
Dual-Based Antenna with Em-
bedded Diplexer,” approved on

by JUAN ESCANDOR JR.
Inquirer.net

Aug. 29, 2006, and the Porta-
ble Telescoping Line-Of-Sight
Array,” on Sept. 5, 2006.

The first invention was an
antenna installed in the belly
of fixed winged and rotary
aircraft used in air-to-ground
communications, while the
portable telescoping line-of-
sight array was an antenna
installed in the transceivers
used by foot soldiers.

The latest invention was
called “Conformal Driveshaft
Cover Satcom  Antenna,”
granted a US patent on June
19, 2007, which was installed
in the horizontal boom in the
tail of the helicopter.

Regala’s life could be a clas-
sic example of a poor boy from
the province who had achieved
what he wanted through hard
work.

His family of seven siblings
survived on a small eatery in
the public market here. Rega-
la, however, managed to earn
a degree in electronics and
communications engineering
from University of the East.

He migrated to California in
1969 and recalled he had to
walk to his workplace to save
money from a starting salary
of $1.75 an hour in an assem-
bly line.

Regala later got employed in
Communications Component
Corp. There, he volunteered to
undertake the design of a 50-
watt radio frequency antenna
that American technicians and
engineers could not build.

Regala said it was his first
opening in antenna designs
which made him a name
among his peers in the com-
pany.

Communications Compo-
nent was later sold to Rock-
well Collins Operation in 1982
where he became vice presi-
dent for research and docu-
mentation. In 1985, he joined
Trivec Avant Corp. where he
stayed for 18 years.

In 2004, he started his own
company and produced moni-
toring video, access card pro-
duction and other electronic
security products.

“We do our business at home
with my son, wife and brother
working together as a small
enterprise and we use our ga-
rage for our laboratory and the
living room for the administra-
tive office,” Regala said.

With the demand for secu-
rity after 9/11, he has been
doing extremely well and has
been unaffected by the ups and
downs in the US economy.

IT innovators honored
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As the pioneer in the netbook segment, the

First Family to holiday in Baguio

by THEA ALBERTO

Inquirer.net

HE First Family will spend the holidays and hold
their New Year celebrations in Baguio City, as they

do every year.

However, President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo
will continue to work and inspect projects in
the region, according to Executive Secretary
Eduardo Ermita.

Arroyo, who earlier presided a National Se-
curity Council meeting in Baguio, is set to have
Christmas dinner with local media last Dec. 26,
according to a separate release on the govern-
ment website.

Arroyo will then visit a vegetable noodle fac-
tory in La Trinidad, Benguet where researchers
from Benguet State University are said to have
perfected the process of substituting flour with
squash and similar vegetables as raw materi-

als for cheaper noodles, according to the state-
ment.

The First Family will then attend a morning
mass on December 28 before meeting some
3,000 indigents for a gift-giving activity, it add-
ed.

A Palace statement meanwhile said Arroyo
will also launch a two-day medical and dental
mission at Wright park right across the presi-
dential mansion in Baguio City.

On December 30, Arroyo will then go to San
Fernando, La Union to lead the commemora-
tion of the 118th death anniversary of Philip-
pine national hero Dr. Jose P. Rizal.

Yearender: Quezon City still richest,...

ers held this year its first CyberPress IT

Choice Awards to honor the entities and
technologies that made their mark in the local
market this year.

In a ceremony held recently, CyberPress named
the “Rise of the Netbooks” as the Newsmaker of
the Year. The mini-laptop revolution edged so-
cial networks, broadband breaks into the mass
market, green IT and the gil@s program as the
technology trend that made the most impact to
Filipinos.

THE country’s organization of IT report-

Asus Eee PC was honored as the Gadget of the
Year. It bested iPhone 3G, Canon cameras, Globe
Visibility and Sony Bravia.

Named IT Startup of the Year was G2VC, a ven-
ture capital firm that operates open-source com-
panies Morph Labs and Exist Global, which have
successfully expanded overseas, particularly in the
US.

For the IT Company of the Year category, Bay-
an Telecommunications won.

The IT Executive of the Year award went to En-
rique Y. Gonzales, who steered technology con-
glomerate IPVG to unprecedented heights this
year.
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sites of the United Nations and
the World Bank that highlighted
the city’s success from a bank-
rupt and disentegrating urban
center into one of the cleanest
and richest cities in Asia.

“We are weaving our magic,
sabi ko naman, we simply took
care of the basics first,” he said.
“Now, we are better able to take
care of our constituents.”

Belmonte also reported that
in two international forums in

Berlin and Singapore, the suc-
cess of Quezon City was also
discussed, and leaders from
various parts of the world were
interested to know the city’s
success formula.

The city’s rapid development
has prompted his administration
to help create more high-growth
communities through the con-
struction of road networks that
would interlink communities in
Metro Manila, he added.

From 2001 to date, the Que-
zon City government has invest-

ed close to P13 billion for infra-
structure, 53 percent of which
financed the improvement and
extension of road networks.

On the education front, Bel-
monte announced the con-
struction of 87 more public
elementary and high school
buildings, providing 1,471
new classrooms. The city gov-
ernment espouses free edu-
cation for children from day
care to high school and free
college education for deserv-
ing scholars.
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