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Mayor Villaraigosa taps into 215 century
with new reusable transit fare card

Transit Access Pass (TAP) will eventually unify all Los Angeles County transportation through a single card

AYOR and

Metro

Board Chair
Antonio Villaraigosa
was joined by Metro
and county officials
for a sneak preview
of TAP—the new tool
Metro has developed
to make paying for
travel easier.

TAP, or Transit Access Pass,
is the new payment system that
will eventually unify all of Los
Angeles County’s transit opera-
tors through a single, reusable
payment card. The goal is for
transit patrons to be able to
pay for rides on Metro Rail and
buses, Metrolink trains and local
municipal buses with a single,
rechargeable card.

By late January, the more than
400 retail outlets and Metro
Customer Service Centers that
sell weekly and monthly Metro
paper passes will sell only plas-
tic TAP cards. While all regular
passengers will be required
to make the switch to TAP in
January, recipients of senior
or discounted passes will be
eased into the program by June
2009.

Cash fares will continue to be
accepted on both bus and rail.

“TAP is revolutionary because
it’s more than just a fare pay-
ment card,” said Los Angeles
Mayor and Metro Board Chair
Antonio Villaraigosa.

“It’s a system that will make
transit easier and better for our
riders as Los

Angeles’s public transporta-
tion system continues to ex-
pand.”

Among the benefits of TAP:

Money can be added to TAP
cards via the Internet, as well
as at ticket vending machines
in all Metro Rail stations, so that
customers can avoid standing in
line at pass sales outlets. TAP
cards can also be auto loaded
each month, if customers set up
the service on the Internet.

TAP offers “balance protec-
tion,” so losing a card doesn’t
mean losing all of the money on
the card. Since TAP cards can be
registered, whatever the value
of the card the moment it is re-
ported missing is the value the
cardholder will get back on the
replacement card. Stolen cards
can be quickly disabled.

TAP technology makes it pos-
sible for Metro to partner with
companies to reward riders with
special discounts, deals and
tickets to entertainment venues
throughout Los Angeles.

TAP can be used to collect

ridership data so that transit
service can be altered to meet
changing travel patterns.

TAP will soon allow seamless
travel throughout the region on
Metro, municipal operators and
Metrolink, since riders will only
need one type of payment for all
systems.

TAP frees up security person-
nel that is currently checking
fares, so that they can be more
focused on keeping customers
safe.

TAP is “green” because the
same pass can be used month
after month rather than being
discarded after expiration.

Phasing in of TAP cards co-
incides with implementation of
a gating system for Metro Rail.
The agency currently relies on
the honor system and fare in-
spectors to ensure that patrons
pay their way. Metro estimates
that TAP, coupled with the gat-
ing system, will help it recoup
most of the nearly $5 million lost
yearly to fare evasion.

The 18-month program to
design and install the gates in
Metro Rail stations will launch
next summer, with the opening
of the Gold Line Eastside Exten-
sion. Installation on the Metro
Red Line will follow, along with
the Metro Green, Blue and Gold
lines.

Roughly 250,000 TAP cards
are currently in circulation,
according to Jane Matsumoto,
deputy executive office for
Metro’s universal fare system.

“TAP will bring Metro into the
21st century,” Matsumoto said.
“It’s similar to the high-tech
fare collection systems used by
Washington DC, New York, San
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Francisco, Chicago and other
large transit properties. Unlike
those properties, in Los Angeles
we're implementing a regional
system that links together tran-
sit agencies, both small and
large. We're confident that once

-

AP Photo

we make the transition to TAP,
our customers will enjoy the
many benefits.”

TAP is part of an $89 million
upgrade of Metro’s obsolete bus
fare boxes and Metro Rail ticket
vending machines.
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president Ernesto Maceda, former
senator Vicente “Tito” Sotto III,
Representatives Rodolfo Plaza of
Agusan del Sur and Jack Duavit
of Rizal, and former Manila con-
gressman Harry Angping, Benas-
ing Macarambon of Lanao del Sur
and Eduardo Veloso of Leyte.
Local officials who came to the
party included Governors Emilio
Macias of Negros Oriental and

Danding’s 2010 bets: Chiz, Loren

Sally Perez of Antique, a former
Angara-LDP loyalist.

Another special party guest
was Senate President Juan Ponce
Enrile, whose friendship with Co-
juangco dates back to the Marcos
years.

Enrile was then defense min-
ister, while the NPC founder was
among the closest friends of the
late strongman.
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New Year.

rest of the world.

The Ambassador’s Christmas Message

As a nation and as a people, we have achieved so much in sur-
mounting the difficulties that we encountered this year. It is through
our unity of purpose, concerted efforts, and our strong faith in the
Almighty that we are now confident to lay claim to a prosperous

My wife Linda and the officers and staff of the Philippine Em-
bassy in Washington, DC, join all Filipinos and Filipino-Americans
in spreading the spirit of Christmas in the United States and the

It is in our celebration and in our anticipation of a bright tomor-
row that the spirit of Christmas lives on.
Maligayang Pasko at Manigong Bagong Taon sa inyong lahat!

WILLY C. GAA
Ambassador
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ing temperature trend line. Ex-
perts say it’s thanks to a La Nina
weather variation. While skeptics
are already using it as evidence
of some kind of cooling trend, it
actually illustrates how fast the
world is warming.

The average global tempera-

The globe’s ticking bomb

ture in 2008 is likely to wind
up slightly under 57.9 degrees
Fahrenheit, about a tenth of a
degree cooler than last year.
When Clinton was inaugurated,
57.9 easily would have been the
warmest year on record. Now,
that temperature would qualify as
the ninth warmest year. (AP)
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