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All that glitters
‘golden’
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buzz from Hollywood to Vegas to meet the ‘Pacman’ who would be ‘King Kong,’ so he told the press in jest.

M ANILA—The ‘Golden Boy’ next door got his statue at the Staples Center last week. And then he took the

Just like the movie on his mind.

But it was not supposed to end that way. Somebody up there changed the script from ‘King Kong' to ‘David and
Goliath’ in the middle of the movie, scene 8 to be exact. And before the bell rang for scene 9, boxing had a new lead-
ing man in the ‘Pacman.’

il
Oscar De La Hoya walks to his corner after the eighth round of the welterweight Oscar De La Hoya sits in his corner before the 8th round of a welterweight boxing
match against WBC lightweight champion Manny Pacquiao in Las Vegas, Saturday,
AP Photo by Mark J. Terrill  Dec. 6, 2008. Pacquiao won the fight in an 8th round TKO. AP Photo by Jae C. Hong

And the Winner is...'King Kong'

boxing match against WBC lightweight champion Manny Pacquiao in Las Vegas,
Saturday, Dec. 6, 2008.

The ‘Pacman’ got the Oscar,
and that Nike shirt too, in the
greatest performance of his life.

In a blaze of glory, the ‘Pacman’ swept
the boxing world off its feet. And, like a bad
movie, Oscar De La Hoya became an em-
peror who wore no clothes. He had nothing
left. Perhaps, he might even have seen Par-
is burning or Caesar’s Palace from where
he sat, or was he just seeing stars?

The ‘Pacman’ was fast and, in fact, cu-
rious. Where was the ‘Mexicutioner’? He
never showed up. Even the gladiator him-
self, Russell Crowe, was in the audience.
Yes, ‘King Kong’ got the real Oscar in style
at the MGM Grand in front of Hollywood
royalty. Mark Wahlberg, James Caan, Eva
Longoria and Marc Anthony to name a
few. Deja view! It was like a scene from the
golden days of MGM Pictures when ‘there
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on HBO. The little man the
‘Golden Boy’ had called ‘King
Kong’ was suddenly taller than
the Empire State. He was in fact the Lion
King.

It was the ‘Olden Boy’ who showed
up for the fight. The lion was asleep that
night.

It's time for Oscar De La Hoya to walk
into the Florida sunset. And enjoy the
‘Pay-per-view.’

History was clearly on Manny Pac-
quiao’s ringside. The legendary boxing
historian Burt Sugar was right on the
money when he told The Asian Journal's
Joseph Pimentel last week before the
fight in Vegas that ‘it has happened’ be-
fore. And it did.

It was written in the stars, and the
Asian Journal. Just when we thought we

were more stars than the heavens’. For the

longest time, like Louis B. Mayer, everything Oscar de la jackpot. ‘King Kong’ got the Oscar. And how. Another story
repeats itself.

But, whatever happened at the MGM Grand that night did
not stay in Vegas. The world stood still for the ‘Pacman’ who
would be king of boxing.

Next stop, ‘the Battle of Britain’.

Manny Pacquiao just fired the first shot.

Hoya touched turned into gold.

But all that glitters is not ‘golden,” The ‘Pacman’ reigned
on Oscar’s parade that night at the Arena and took away all
the luster from a golden era. Pound for pound, the ‘Pacman’
was worth his weight in gold. The force was with him.

It was like watching the fall of the Roman Empire live

ITH the beating he got from
T H E E N D WManny Pacquiao in Saturday’s
“Dream Match” at the MGM
Grand Arena in Las Vegas, Oscar De
La Hoya has come under a barrage of

questions about what to do next with
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his career.

fight.“It’s over”

by Francis OcHoa
Inquirer.net
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For most, the answer is retirement.
“I really hope heretires," trainer Freddie
Roach said late Saturday, Dec. 6, after the

“He has a great wife, a great family. He

were pushing our luck too far, we hit the

out.
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THE ‘PACMAN’
WHO WOULD
BE KING

Eight was enough for De La Hoya,
Pacquiao was just too fast and furious

AP Photo

by JosePH PIMENTEL
AJPress

AS VEGAS—The Pride of the Philippines Manny
Pacquiao’s light continues to burn bright, while The
Golden Boy’s Oscar De La Hoya's dims, possibly blown

In front of a raucous sold-out crowd of 15,001 at the MGM
Grand Arena, the 29-year-old Pacquiao truly showed he’s the
pound for pound king of this era.

The World Boxing Council (WBC) Lightweight Champion Pacquiao jumped two

has nothing to prove anymore. He hasn’t
taken a lot of punishment over his career.
| just hope Oscar has enough sense to
know it's over”

Pacquiao doggedly chased De La Hoya
around the ring, plugging him into a
corner several times and then unload-
ing power-punch combinations that
looked like he was a few left straights
away from watching the Golden Boy’s
legs desert him.

round.
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weight classes to defeat the 35-year-old De La Hoya by technical knockout in the eighth

“Like I said before, the speed will be the key of this fight,” said Pacquiao. “After the
first round, I wasn’t confidant. I'm still careful [with De La Hoyal. I thought he was
waiting for the big shot and counterpunch. After the second round, when the bell rang,
I think I [hurt] him [but] I'm still not confidant. [I thoughtl maybe he’s looking for the
one shot [knockoutl.”

That one shot from De La Hoya never came as Pacquiao ducked, weaved and bobbed
in-and-out from his opponent all night long.

Throughout the night, Pacquiao beat De La Hoya to the punch. Using fancy footwork,
ring generalship and a straight left cross that kept rocking De La Hoya’s head like a
bobble head doll, Pacquiao dominated the fight.
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