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DATELINE PHILIPPINES
Arroyo bares package for retrenched OFWs

by JOEL GUINTO

Inquirer.net

RESIDENT Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo has unveiled

Pa “payback package” for overseas Filipino workers

(OFW) who have been retrenched as a result of the
global financial crisis, even as she belittled the layoffs as a
“trickle” of the entire OFW population.

Last Dec. 5, Arroyo distributed PhilHealth insurance, cer-
tificates for skills training, and referral letters for alternative
employment to 102 of more than 1,000 recently laid off OFWs
from Taiwan, at the Rizal Hall in Malacahang.

“We will implement programs to show our gratitude for
our expatriate Filipino workers, who are forced to return
home because the country where they are working in is hit
by the economic crisis. The DoLE [Department of Labor and
Employment] and the OWWA [Overseas Workers Welfare Ad-
ministration] will lead the government’s payback programs for
expatriate Filipinos,” she said.

“Even if it is only a trickle of our workforce that is coming
back, the government will not sit idly and do nothing for our
modern day heroes in this time of great economic uncertainty.
We assure you of full and unequivocal support,” she said.

The “payback package” includes:

Setting up a P250-million livelihood support fund, which
Arroyo had announced in October; « Cutting red tape so that
OFWs could access the P250-million fund easily; < Identifying
business opportunities;  Identifying employment opportuni-
ties here and abroad; ¢ Skills training to avail of in-demand jobs
in other parts of the world; « Setting up of DoLE and OWWA
desks in every province to match OFWs’ skills with available
jobs; « Setting up of an online resource for job vacancies,
and; « Holding a “marketing blitz,” through the OWWA, for
OFWs.

US demand for Filipino nurses still high

by VERONICA Uy

Inquirer.net

ESPITE the global financial crisis and
deepening recession in the United States,
demand for Filipino nurses remains high,

representatives of two
recruitment  agencies

said Friday.
Philip Leonard,
who chairs the St. Georges Re-
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cruitment International Inc.,
said representatives of the
Maryland-based Cambridge
Healthcare will be in the coun-
fry in January to interview ap-
plicants for 600 vacancies
for registered nurses, and
physical and occupational ther-
apists to work in the United
States.

Last year, the American Hos-
pital Association said more
than 5,000 community hospi-
tals nationwide have a need for
116,000 registered nurses. The
US Bureau of Labor Statistics
also projected a shortage of
more than one million regis-
tered nurses by 2010.

Leonard said that the demand
is so high that aside from im-
mediate departure to the US,
selected applicants can enjoy
the following benefits: reloca-
tion bonus, have their spouse
and two children under 21
join them, 36-hour work-week
in 12-hour shifts, “lucrative”
over-time pay, US standard ben-
efits and options and paid legal,
licensing and testing fees.

He said the minimum salary
is $48,192 a year or higher de-
pending on the experience and
qualifications of the selected ap-
plicant.

NCLEX stands for National
Council Licensure Examination;
[ELTS for International Eng-
lish Language Testing System;
and NPTE for National Physical
Therapy Exam.
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Pinay swept to sea during proposal on Oregon coast

ESKOWIN- A romantic marriage proposal on the Oregon

N coast turned deadly for the bride-to-be when a wave

swept her out to sea. Scott Napper had taken 22-year-

old Leafil Alforque to Proposal Rock near Neskowin Beach to pop

the question at a place that got its name from couples ready to

marry. Napper and Alforque had been dating since they met on
the Internet in 2005.

But Alforque had arrived in Oregon on a visa from the Philip-
pines just three days before the fateful trip to the coast.

Napper said the tide had receded around Proposal Rock on Sat-
urday when the couple began to walk to it. He planned to propose
and give her the ring he carried in his pocket.

About 10 feet from the rock, a wave about 3 feet high suddenly
came toward them.

“| turned into it to keep from getting pulled under it,” Napper
said. By the time he turned to find Alforque, only 4-foot-11 and 93
pounds, she had been caught by the receding waters.

“She was about 30 feet away, getting swept away,” Napper
said.

The 45-year-old Silverton man tore off his jacket to get rid of
any extra weight, and when he looked up again she was gone.

“That's the last | saw of her,” he said in an interview Wednesday,
breaking into tears.

Emergency personnel called by a someone on the beach ar-
rived within minutes. His own phone no longer worked after being
exposed to the water.

Along with rescuers, he searched for any sign of Alforque.

“| yelled for her,”" he said. "l was praying to God.”

At one point, he saw someone wearing red — the color of her
jacket — on the shore signaling for him. But he quickly realized it
Was a rescuer.

Thick fog and dangerous water conditions hampered the rescue
efforts before the search was suspended on Monday.

Her 25-year-old sister, Nova Alforque, said the family hopes the
body can be recovered.

“My mother is always crying, day and night,” Nova Alforque
said by telephone from the Philippines. “She wants my sister back.
Even if she is dead, she wants her body to bury.”

The Tillamook County Sheriff's Office is routinely checking the
beach and looking for possible witnesses, said Sheriff Todd An-
derson.

Police don't suspect foul play, he said. (AP)
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