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YOUR IMMIGRATION
SOLUTION

ATTY. ROBERT REEVES & JEREMIAH JOHNSON

ISTORICALLY, immi-
ngants have been bur-

dened with a dispro-
portionate amount of blame
for many of society’s problems
based on false assumptions and
stereotypes—immigrants take
jobs away from hard working
native-born Americans; drain
America’s health care and edu-
cational resources; and increase
our criminal rates. However,
time and time again these ste-
reotypes have proven false.
Numerous independent studies
have confirmed that immigrants
contribute to the overall health
of our economy, do not strain
our health care system and are
less likely to commit crimes or
be behind bars than native-born
Americans.

Most recently, a California study
by the Public Policy Institute of Cali-
fornia confirmed that immigration is
not linked to crime. In fact the report
appears to indicate that the opposite
is true. According to the report,
both the rates for incarceration in
state prisons and institutionalization
show lower rates among foreign-
born Californians. Specifically, the
report found that native-born men
have a institutionalization rate that
is 10 times higher that that of for-
eign born men. Institutionalization
not only includes incarceration in
prisons, but also in detention in
jails, admission to halfway houses
and other programs to address
criminal activity.

What may be more surprising is
that the report noted that although
immigrants are likely to be young
and male, and are also more likely to
have lower levels of education (tra-
ditionally a population with higher
levels of criminal activity) they are
far less likely to be behind bars or
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to commit crimes. Furthermore,
the report found that teenage im-
migrants are much less likely than
native-born teenagers to engage in
risk behaviors such as delinquency,
violence and substance abuse that
often lead to incarceration.

Similarly, neighborhoods with
larger populations of immigrants
are associated with lower violence
- not increased crime according to
a March study by Harvard sociolo-
gist Robert Sampson. The study’s
findings are consistent with national
historic trends indicating America’s
periods of high immigration coin-
cided with America’s periods of low
levels of crime. As demonstrated
over and over again, immigrants are
less likely than the average United
States native-born citizen to com-
mit crimes.

Another stereotype is that im-
migrants hurt America ’s economy
by accepting to be paid under the
table and drain our health care
and educational resources without
paying taxes. Like the stereotype
about immigrants and crime, this
stereotype is also false. The truth
is that immigrants contribute to the
overall prosperity of our economy.
Indeed, repeated studies have found
that undocumented immigrants,
and immigrants in general, are net
contributors to the tax base and
economies of many states and lo-
calities. For example, according to
a report by the Immigration Policy
Center, immigrants use relatively
few federal or state public benefit
programs; do not strain America ’s
health care system; are a net fiscal
benefit to the US economy; and pay
more taxes and contribute to the
social security system than they con-
sume in public benefits. Even more
recently, the White House issued a
report with three key findings: 1)
immigrants tend to complement
natural born citizens, raising their

productivity and income; 2) immi-
gration has a positive influence on
America ’s long-run fiscal effect on
our nation and 3) skilled immigrants
contribute to innovation and have
a significant positive fiscal impact.
As the Chairman of the Council of
Economic Advisors found, “immi-
grants not only help fuel the nation’s
economic growth, but also have an
overall positive effect on the income
of native-born workers.”

There are real dangers and se-
vere consequences for society
to blindly accept the myths that
immigrants are more prone to
criminality and are a drain on our
economy. Although it has been de-
layed, comprehensive immigration
reform is still a real possibility and
it is important that the public and
politicians have accurate and reli-
able information. The immigration
debate needs to rise above histori-

cal hysterics and must be reasoned
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IN DEBT?

LIVING PAYCHECK TO PAYCHECK WITH NO SAVINGS? |
STILL BROKE NO MATTER HOW HARD YOU WORK?
ARE YOUR DEET PROBLEMS RUINING YOUR LIFE?

FIND QUT HOW YOU CAN:

GET OUT OF DEBT
AND START FRESH NOW!

= BILL COLLECTORS = JUDGMENTS

* LAWSUITS * AUTO REPO

* WAGE * FORECLOSURE
GARNISHMENTS = IRS PROBLEMS

PROTECT YOUR HOME = AUTO = WAGES » OTHER AS5ETS

“I have helped more than 4,000 clients gel out of debt.
Let me help you find peace of mind again.”

Chapter 7 Bankruptcy - Chapter 13 Debt Consolidation
- Debt Settlement (Avoid Bankruptcy)

Ray BurLaoN Law OFricEs, INC.
Panibagong

JRECLOSURE?

“Crive me 30 weimetes and I will carefully cvaluale
your case, explain your options and
recommend what [ think is the
BEST SOLUTION for your situation."

"“Panibagong Simula, € SBuhay”

FREE CONSULTATION

(Consult with an Attorney, Not a Paralegal)

TOLL FREE

& | 1-866-477-7772

Offices in Glendale, Cerritos & West Covina
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www.bulaonlaw.com
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“We are a federal debt relief agency. We help clients obtain relief from
debt under the Bankruptcy Code™
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1 Carat Diamond Ring
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Tel: 213.680.9200

131 South San Pedro St., Los Angeles, CA 90012
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