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BI can’t say if Bolante 
arriving Oct. 28

by Kristine L. Alave
Inquirer.net

MANILA – 
The Bureau 
of Immigra-

tion said on Oct. 24 
it could not confirm 
reports that former 
agriculture under-
secretary Jocelyn 
“Jocjoc” Bolante 
will arrive in Manila 
on Tuesday, October 
28.

Bolante, who is 
accused of funneling 
P728 million worth of agriculture 
funds to the President’s cam-
paign kitty in the 2004 elections, 
is expected to be deported from 
the United States after his bid for 
asylum was rejected.

Unofficial reports say Bolante, 
who evaded congressional in-
vestigation on the fertilizer fund 
scam by flying to the US in 2004, 
will arrive in Manila on Tuesday, 
October 28, via a Northwest Air-
lines flight.

Ferdinand Sampol, the immi-
gration supervisor at the Ninoy 

Aquino International 
Airport, said he had yet 
to receive information 
from the United States 
government about Bo-
lante’s arrival.

“We are wondering 
about it. Commissioner 
[Marcelino] Libanan 
was interviewed on the 
radio and he said he 
doesn’t know anything 
yet,” Sampol said in a 

telephone interview.
If Bolante will indeed board a 

Northwest Airlines flight, he will 
definitely land in NAIA Terminal 
I, Sampol said. “Northwest’s has 
landing rights on Terminal I,” he 
explained.

When he arrives in Manila, 
Bolante, who will be escorted 
by US marshalls, will have to file 
interception forms and have his 
travel papers stamped.

He will then be turned over to 
the authorities, Sampol said. n

MANILA – The Philippines 
and the European Commission 
(EC) will start negotiations to 
draft a cooperation agreement 
that will serve as the framework 
of relations between the country 
and the European Union (EU), 
Malacañang said October 24.

The decision was reached dur-
ing a meeting between President 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo and EC 
President Jose Manuel Barroso in 
Beijing on Friday, on the sidelines 
of the 7th Asia-Europe Meeting, 
the Palace said in a statement.

“President Arroyo emphasized 
that the cooperation agreement 
would not only benefit Philippine 
trade in Europe, but would open 
wide opportunities for greater 
cooperation,” the statement said.

“Both leaders expressed sat-
isfaction on the level of relations 
between the Philippines and the 
EU, and look forward to a more 
enhanced collaboration that the 
partnership agreement would of-
fer,” it said.

The EC is the executive branch 
of the 27-member European 
Union. n

RP, EU eye 
cooperation pact

by Joel Guinto
Inquirer.net
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