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OMMUNITY

have our voices heard all over America.

The

soilice
FilAmerica

Political empowerment is still a treasure that eludes us as a community here in Amer-
ica. While we are the second largest Asian American community in the United States, we
have yet to harvest the power that comes from our numbers. The Voice of FilAmerica
Sfeatures elected and appointed officials — regardless of political affiliation — in the different
US states who are of Filipino ancestry. As your Filipino American community newspaper,
the Asian Journal recognizes the fact that we all have a responsibility towards bringing
political empowerment to fiuition, especially for our future generations. It is our hope to

Eduardo Angeles

HE highest-ranking

I Filipino American and

one of the highest-rated
Asian Pacific Islander lawyers
in the Los Angeles City Hall
is Eduardo Angeles, the first
Filipino American lawyer to
serve as the Special Counsel
to the LA City Council. Besides
representing some of the most
powerful people in Los Ange-
les, he is a significant voice for
the FilAm community.

As the right hand man to the
LA City Council, Angeles has
his hands full everyday. Every
Tuesday, Wednesday and Fri-
days beginning at 10 a.m., he
proxies for any of the 15 elected
officials who will be unable to
attend council meetings. He as-
sists council members in facili-
tating their issues. Sometimes,
Angeles goes out on the field
and serves as a liaison to the
council members’ constituents.

Formerly Chief Attorney of
Public Protection of San Fran-
cisco, Angeles also served as
the lead lawyer of the Los An-
geles City Attorney’s Airport
Division.

In a previous interview with
the Asian Journal, Angeles re-
lated that it wasn’t an easy way
working his way to the top. “I
didn’t come from a privileged
background,” he said. “I have
an immigration background. I
went to public schools, raised
by a single mom, lived below
the poverty line and struggled
the whole time.”

Born in Pasig City, Manila
and raised in Angeles City in
Central Luzon, Angeles grew
up as the only son of his mother
and father. He is the youngest
of seven siblings from his moth-
er’s side and the eldest from his
father.

In September 1972, his
parents separated. His father
stayed in the Philippines and
his mother chose to immigrate
to the US.

“We boarded a TWA plane,”
said Angeles. “It was one of the
last planes to leave the Philip-
pines. As planes were taking off,
military trucks were converging
on the airport trying to stop the
planes from getting out. When
we landed in Hawaii, we found
out [President Ferdinand]l Mar-
cos had declared martial law.”

Growing up in a single family
home, he spoke with his mother
often asking why she and his fa-
ther separated. When the argu-
ments escalated, he would pack
his belongings, grab his lug-
gage, and threatened to leave
their home in San Francisco
to join his father in the Philip-
pines.

“It was heartbreaking,” he
recalls. “I use to say I'm go-
ing to my dad’s’, not even hav-
ing an idea of how far he was.
Many of those times, I would
love to have seen my parents

The Special Counsel
to LA City Council

Eduardo Angeles

together.”

Having come from a broken
home has made him work dou-
bly hard to be close to his chil-
dren. “I don’t want my kids to
grow up like I had to,” he says.
“I want my sons to have a solid
foundation.”

Angeles completed his stud-
ies at Balboa High School and
received a Bachelor’s of Arts
degree at the University of Cali-
fornia Santa Barbara (UCSB).
He then attended UC Berke-
ley’s Hastings School of Law to
further his education.

“UCSB was the best four
years in my life,” he said. “But
[ wanted to go back to my com-
munity, go back to the Mission
District of San Francisco and
give a voice to the voiceless.”

“I wanted to come back and
make a difference,” he added.

While attending Hastings, he
quickly found out he was in a
different and more competitive
environment than the lax beach
lifestyle he led in Santa Barbara.
Hastings Law is a top ten law
program in the US. The school
prides itself in making life dif-
ficult for freshmen students.

“Hastings was very competi-
tive,” he said. “I was competing
against the best of the best - the
Harvard and Yale students. It
was constant competition and
I learned that’s the way it is in
life.”

“The attrition in Hastings
was high then and probably is
now,” he said. “One day you're
walking with a classmate, the
next day they are gone.”

After struggling his first year
in law school, he made his mom
this promise:

“I remember having coffee
with my mom one night,” he
recalls. “I said, ‘Nay, I don’t
know if I can get through this.
But I'll tell you what. T will be a
lawyer by the age of 35.””

“I gave myself plenty of time
to fail,” says Angeles.

Angeles credits his perse-
verance to his mother who has
always been supportive of his
dreams of becoming a lawyer.
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YOUR IMMIGRATION
SOLUTION

ATTY. ROBERT REEVES & JEREMIAH JOHNSON

HESE are hard times for

I Americans, especially for

immigrants. The current
financial crisis has dominated
the media’s headlines and the
political discourse among the
presidential candidates. And
yet during these hard economic
times, immigrants continue to
wait anxiously for some relief,
holding out hope while looking
to politicians to provide some
much needed reform to a broken
immigration system. Despite
the recent relative silence from
the presidential candidates, Re-
publican Senator John McCain
and Democratic Senator Barack
Obama, their respective party’s
platforms adopted at their na-
tional conventions say a lot. In
fact, the party platforms mark
a clear distinction among the
candidates both in the approach
to immigration and in the spe-
cific recommendation.

For Republicans, their ap-
proach to immigration policy is
clear: immigration is a national
security issue. Referencing ter-
rorism, drug cartels and crimi-
nal gangs, Republicans stress
the need to track persons en-
tering and exiting the United
States and that “allowing mil-
lions of unidentified persons to
enter and remain in this country
poses grave risks.” Republicans
propose that by completing the
border fence between the United
States and Mexico and giving
additional resources to border
agents, America’s borders can
be secured.

Complimenting border secu-
rity, the Republican platform
advocates a strict enforcement
policy. Specifically, the platform
calls for immigration enforce-
ment at places of employment,
including prosecution for using
false security numbers; limiting
the rights of aliens in deporta-
tion proceedings; tracking down
aliens who overstay their visas;
and denying federal funds to
“sanctuary cities.” Republicans
are also opposed to legalization,
or “amnesty” programs; driver’s
licenses for aliens; instate tuition
for undocumented children; and
allowing undocumented aliens to
receive social security or other
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Republican vs Democrat:
Platforms on immigration

public benefits. The Republican
Party platform is reminiscent to
the hard-line, enforcement only
approach taken by some mem-
bers of Congress last year.

In contrast, Democrats view
immigration policy as an op-
portunity to renew the “Ameri-
can Community.” Although the
Democrats recognize the need to
secure the borders, including ad-
ditional personnel, infrastructure
and technology at the borders
and ports of entries, and enforce
existing immigration laws, they
understand the “need [for] com-
prehensive immigration reform,
not just piecemeal efforts.” No-
ticeably absent from the party’s
platform is reference to the con-
troversial border fence. Rather,
“comprehensive”  immigration
reform remains a top priority for
Democrats.

Specifically, the Democrat’s

plan calls for increasing family-
based and employment based
immigrant visas; improving the
naturalization process; and ad-
dressing the dysfunctional immi-
gration bureaucracy. Moreover,
the Democratic platform sup-
ports a path for undocumented
immigrants to become legal
permanent residents, or in their
words to “get right with the law.”
Indeed, Democrats “support a
system that requires undocu-
mented immigrants who are in
good standing to pay a fine, pay
taxes, learn English, and go to
the back of the line for the op-
portunity to become citizens.”
The Presidential campaign is
in full swing. Over the past year,
immigrant communities have
seen an increase in immigration
raids yet little in the way of immi-
gration reform. Just because the
headlines are currently focused
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on other topics, and politicians
remain silent, this does not mean
immigration is not an important
issue. Rather, the political parties
have adopted party platforms to
express their views. Republicans
and Democrats take different ap-
proaches to immigration, and
the outcome of the election will

affect you and your family.
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Atty. Reeves has represented clients in
numerous landmark immigration cases that
have set new policies regarding INS action
and immigrants’ rights. His offices are located
in Pasadena, San Francisco, Las Vegas and
Makati City.
Telephone: (800) 795-8009
E-mail: immigration@rreeves.com
Website: www.rreeves.com.
* % %

The analysis and suggestions offered in
this column do not create a lawyer-client
relationship and are not a substitute for the
personalized representation that is essential
to every case.
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“I have helped more than 4,000 clients get out of debt.
Let me help you find peace of mind again.”

Chapter 7 Bankruptcy - Chapter 13 Debt Consolidation
- Debt Settlement (Avoid Bankruptcy)

Ray BurLaoN Law OFFICES, INC.
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FREE CONSULTATION

(Consult with an Attorney, Not a Paralegal)

TOLL FREE

www.bulaonlaw.com

“We are a federal debt relief agency. We help clients obtain relief from

debt under the Bankruptcy Code
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