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Part and parcel of 
Senators’ McCain and 
Obama’s presidential 

race is an active outreach to im-
migrant communities.  Both Sena-
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The shocking number 
of foreclosures caused 
by the subprime mort-

gage mess may be taking over 
the headlines these days but the 
sudden surge of personal debt 
from mortgages, credit cards 
and other loans is part of a far 
larger problem than consumers 
are facing all across this coun-
try. Recently, I wrote an article 
discussing how a lot of people in 
foreclosure are resorting to us-
ing their credit cards in greater 
numbers just to stay afloat. Thus, 
it’s not just mortgages that we 
are struggling with in these un-
certain financial times. I predict 
that unless consumers get a han-
dle on their own personal debts 
(mostly credit cards), this could 
the next crisis that this country 
will soon be facing.

Statistics show that there has 
been an explosion of credit card 
debt. Today, approximately one-
third of households have credit 
card debt over $10,000. Al-
though bankruptcy laws enacted 
in 2005 made it more difficult for 
many to file, statistics show that 
bankruptcy filings have actually 
gone up. In California, a recent 
poll shows that a whopping 63% 
of residents report that their fi-
nancial situation is worse from 
just a year ago. These numbers 
are higher than the previous 
high of 50% in 1992 when Cali-
fornia was in a deep recession. 
The same poll shows that over-
all, 86% of Californians believe 
that our state is in bad economic 
times. That’s the worst assess-
ment in 15 years.

Okay, so as you continue to 
hear about the stock market 
plunging and the banking in-
dustry being in shambles, what 
can you do to protect yourself 
in the midst of this financial 
turmoil? Maybe you’re so pre-
occupied with your own per-
sonal financial problems that 
you don’t even find the time to 
keep up with what’s going on 
around you.

I think the first thing that you 
should do is to make sure that 
you have some kind of an emer-
gency fund, at least enough for 
3 months of living expenses. I 
know, I know. When you are liv-
ing paycheck to paycheck, you 
can barely make ends meet that 
you can’t even set aside a few 
hundred dollars every month. 
But in these uncertain economic 
times, trust me. There is nothing 

How to avoid a financial collapse

How to successfully bring your fiancé(e) to the United States

D ear Atty. Palacios,
I am a US citizen 

and I have an alien fian-
cée from the Philippines whom I 
want to bring to the United States 
so we can get married. Could you 
explain to me what my options 
are?

Louie

Dear Louie:
An individual in your situation 

must file a nonimmigrant peti-
tion for a fiancée classification 
(K-1) for your fiancée with the 
US Citizenship and Immigration 
Services (USCIS). Once the peti-

tion gets approved, your fiancée 
must file an application for a K-1 
visa with the US consulate or em-
bassy.

In order for the petition and 
the K-1 visa application to get ap-
proved, you and your alien fian-
cée must prove the following:

1) that you are a citizen of the 
United States;

2) that you and your fiancée 
have personally met within the 
last two years; or if you have nev-
er met within the last two years, 
that extreme hardship or custom-
ary, cultural or social practices 
have prohibited your meeting;

3) that you and your fiancée 
plan to marry within 90 days of 
her admission;

4) that there are no legal im-
pediments to you and your fian-
cée’s marriage [This means that 
both of you are unmarried, or 
that any previous marriages have 

ended through divorce, annul-
ment or death.];

5) if you met your fiancée 
through the services of an inter-
national marriage broker, that 
you have complied with the Inter-
national Marriage Broker Regula-
tion Act (IMBRA) by notifying the 
USCIS of that fact;

6) if you have ever been con-
victed of any of the crimes enu-
merated under the IMBRA [e.g., 
domestic violence, homicide, 
crimes relating to a controlled 
substance or alcohol on 3 or 
more occasions and such crimes 
did not arise from a single act, 
etc.] that you have submitted cer-
tified copies of all court and po-
lice records showing the charges 
and dispositions for every such 
conviction.

Please note that the marriage 
must take place within 90 days of 
your fiancée’s entry into the Unit-

ed States. She may not obtain an 
extension of the 90-day original 
nonimmigrant admission. Fur-
ther, she cannot change her sta-
tus to another nonimmigrant sta-
tus or adjust to lawful permanent 
resident status based on grounds 
other than her marriage to you, 
the person who filed the K-1 peti-
tion in her behalf.

Thus, if the marriage does not 
take place within 90 days or your 
fiancée marries someone other 
than you, she will be required 
to leave the United States and, if 
she fails to do so, she will become 
subject to removal under current 
immigration laws.

The unmarried children under 
the age 21of your fiancée, if any, 
may obtain a K-2 visa and accom-
pany her to the United States.

After your marriage, your fian-
cée [and her dependents, if any] 
may apply to become lawful per-

manent resident(s) of the United 
States. Upon approval of the ad-
justment of status application(s) 
of your fiancée [and her depen-
dents], she [they] will initially re-
ceive conditional permanent resi-
dence status for 2 years. As lawful 
permanent resident(s), she [they] 
will be allowed to live and work 
permanently in the United States. 
Please note, however, that dur-
ing the 90-day period prior to the 
2-year anniversary of her [their] 
greencard(s), you and your fian-
cée [and her children, if any] will 
have to file application(s) for the 
removal of the conditions on her 
[their] permanent residence.

If you have further questions 
regarding this topic, please feel 
free to call us at (818) 956-8844 
[ Glendale ] or at (626) 331-8188 
[ Covina ] to schedule an appoint-
ment for your free initial consul-
tation. You may also visit us www.

palacioslawfirm.com.
***

Attorney Eugene M. Palacios is the founder 
and principal of the Law Offices of Eugene 
M. Palacios, APLC. He has great depth of 
experience and a successful track record 
in handling employment and family-based 
petitions as well as PERM and naturalization 
applications. He is licensed as an attorney in 
California and is admitted to practice before 
US Immigration Courts, the US Central District 
Court, and California State Courts. He is also 
an active member of the American Immigration 
Lawyers’ Association. His offices are located at 
100 North Brand Boulevard, Suite 600, Glendale, 
California 91203 and at 800 South Barranca 
Avenue, Suite 250, Covina, California 91723.

***
The above article does not, and is not intended 

to, constitute legal advice for a specific immigration 

problem and does not create an attorney-client 

relationship between our office and the reader. It is 

for informational purposes only and reflects our law 

firm’s opinions and views on general issues.
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Atty. Richard Wilner

PROBLEM SOLVED Change is on the way
tors have been targeting the Lati-
no community by way of Spanish 
advertisements.

Persons throughout the nation, 
including our politicians, mis-
takenly presume that immigra-
tion is a Mexican issue.  Persons 
throughout the nation think that 
immigrants are only farm work-
ers and neglect to realize that an 
overwhelming number of persons 
in our healthcare industry, to wit: 

registered nurses and caregivers 
are from the Philippines. And, 
while I have yet to see a presiden-
tial immigration related adver-
tisement translated into Tagalog, 
recent proposed legislation was 
introduced into both the House 
and the Senate that would have an 
immediate impact upon Filipinos.  

On September 18, 2008, a 
democratic senator from New Jer-
sey introduced Senate Bill 3514, 

entitled the Reuniting Families 
Act. A companion bill was intro-
duced in the House by Represen-
tative Honda from California.  

As reported by the American 
Immigration Lawyers Associa-
tion (AILA), the Reuniting Fami-
lies Act seeks to: recapture im-
migrant visas, consider spouses 
and children of lawful permanent 
residents to be immediate rela-
tives (which would reduce waiting 

times drastically), reduce backlog 
in priority dates, provide addi-
tional relief for orphans and wid-
owers of U.S. citizens and provide 
additional exemptions to Filipino 
veterans (WWII).

If this proposed legislation be-
comes law, wait times will be dras-
tically reduced in different prefer-
ence categories and visas would 
become available for registered 
nurses.  As many of you have met 
with me know, it has been my pre-
diction for quite some time that in 
lieu of an “amnesty”, the govern-
ment will provide a more flexible 
and efficient manner in which 
one can legally enter the United 
States; theory being: if it doesn’t 
take so long, people would be 
more inclined to do it lawfully.  

As many of you will recall, Sena-
tors McCain and Kennedy intro-

duced a bill some time ago that 
would provide relief to many of 
those illegally present in the United 
States.  This bill was met with stri-
dent opposition from members of 
the Senate as well as the public.

It remains to be determined, 
of course, regardless of who be-
comes our next President, what 
will actually happen with respect 
to our nation’s immigration law. 
So, even in this age of enforce-
ment and fear, rest assured, 
change is on the way.

***
Richard M. Wilner is a principal of the firm 

Wilner & O’Reilly.
Please contact Richard Wilner at(562) 207-

6789 or 1-877-7MABUHAY. Wilner & O’Reilly, 
APLC, is located at 17777 Center Court Drive, 
Suite 200 Cerritos, CA 90703. Visit www.
wilneroreilly.com.
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better than having a bit of finan-
cial cushion in case of a financial 
emergency. Consider cutting 
spending where you can and 
eliminate expenses that you can 
live without. 

Secondly, make sure you are 
not borrowing more than you 
can pay back. A lot of people 
come to my office telling me that 
they are tired of juggling their 
credit card debts every month. 
They use credit cards to pay oth-
er credit cards just to make the 
minimum payments. This seems 
to work for them for a short peri-
od of time but before they know 
it, they are buried in credit card 
debt. Remember that you cannot 
borrow your way out of debt. The 
only way to get out of debt is us-
ing the money you already make 
to pay what you owe and to stop 
borrowing. I know this sounds 
easier said than done but that is 
the simple truth. To believer oth-
erwise is utter foolishness.

Lastly, keep yourself informed 
by finding out what your options 
are. Last week, I was counseling 
someone who told me that she 
had just lost her house in fore-
closure. Apparently, she was 
trying to do a loan workout with 
her lender and person she was 
working with at the bank kept 
assuring her that everything was 
OK and that she should be hear-
ing from them sometime soon. 
This went on for months and a 
few days before the trustee sale, 
she called the bank and found 
out that the person she had been 
communicating with was no lon-
ger there and that no one could 
give her any information about 
the status of her account. Sure 
enough, the house went into 
foreclosure just a few days later. 
Of course, this was her side of the 
story and I had no way of know-
ing what actually happened. But 
what was interesting to me was 
the fact that in reviewing her 
case, I found out that she could 
easily have stopped the foreclo-
sure by filing for Chapter 13. 
She was working and had regu-
lar income. The loss could have 
been easily avoided if she had 
taken the time to find out what 
her legal options were instead of 
trying to solve her problems on 
her own.

If you are experiencing seri-
ous financial problems and don’t 
know what to do, let me review 
your situation. Call my office at 
Toll Free (1-866-477-7772) to 
schedule a free personal consul-
tation. We have offices in Glen-
dale, Cerritos and West Covina.

* * *
None of the information herein is intended to 
give legal advice for any specific situation. 
Atty. Ray Bulaon has successfully helped 
over 4,000 clients in getting out of debt. For 
a free attorney evaluation of your situation, 
please call Ray Bulaon Law Offices at TOLL 
FREE 1-866-477-7772). 
� (Advertising supplement)

LAWKEND SEC-C OCTOBER 4-revised 2   2 10/3/08   4:12:41 PM


