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ormer agriculture

undersecretary

Jocelyn “Jocjoc”
Bolante is facing imme-
diate deportation after
the US Court of Appeals
denied his bid for politi-

cal asylum.

According to University of the
Philippines law professor Harry
Roque, the US Court of Appeals
has turned down Bolante’s peti-
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tion for asylum for failure to sup-
port his claim of political perse-
cution in the Philippines.

Roque, the lawyer who op-
posed the application for asylum,
said he received information that
Bolante is planning to elevate his
petition to the US Supreme Court
in a bid to delay his impending
deportation to the Philippines.

“Although he (Bolante) is en-
titled to go further and appeal to
the Supreme Court, it is highly
unlikely that the highest court
of the US will overturn the de-
nial by the Chicago Immigration
Court, the Board of Immigration
Appeals and the US Court of Ap-
peals,” Roque said.

Roque revealed the decisions
of the US immigration authorities
on Bolante while attending the
Assembly of State Parties of the
International Criminal Court at
the United Nations in New York
last year.

Roque disclosed the US Court
of Appeals for the Seventh Cir-
cuit in Chicago turned down Bo-
lante’s petition for review of his
asylum bid.

In a nine-page decision by
Judge William Bauer on Aug. 27,
the court ruled that Bolante “can-
not meet his burden of proof on
his asylum claim,” pointing out
the former agriculture official
failed to support his claim of po-
litical persecution if he goes back
to the Philippines.

“Bolante may be correct that
he is but a pawn in the opposition
party’s efforts to oust President
Arroyo. But if he concurrently
acted to further a scheme to de-
fraud the Philippine public trust
and divert funds to a political
campaign — activity that would
certainly be illegal under our own
laws — then facing prosecution
for his acts would not be ground
for asylum,” the ruling said.

“A more fundamental problem
for Bolante is that he does not
presently face prosecution. No
charges have been filed against
him,” it added.

The US appellate court sus-
tained the previous ruling on the
issue.

“In short, the record does not
establish that any harm will come
to Bolante on his return; it is not
even certain that he will face ar-
rest or have to testify before the
Senate Committee, given that
Bolante has contested the valid-
ity of both,” it stressed.

Although the Philippine Sen-
ate had recommended charges
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US appeals court junks Jocjoc asylum petition

against Bolante and Agriculture
Undersecretary Felix Montes,
who had testified for him, they
both had not faced prosecution
or were unjustly prosecuted and
physically harmed along with
the other officials of the Arroyo
administration involved in the
scam, the US court said.

Even the supposed bounty of
P200,000 raised by the Philip-
pine Senate for Bolante’s cap-
ture was not accepted by the
US court as basis for his fear
and that of his witnesses that
he would be harmed once in the
Philippines.

“Even if the bounty still exists,
it does not show any threat of
long-term harm to Bolante; the
sole purpose of the bounty is to
secure Bolante’s testimony be-
fore the Senate committee,” the
court said.

The appellate court sustained
the ruling of US immigration of-
ficials that Bolante had failed to
prove that he would be politically
persecuted if he ever returns to
the Philippines.

The Chicago Immigration
Court and the Board of Immigra-
tion Appeals (BIA) earlier denied
Bolante’s petitions for asylum
even though his son Owen, Un-
dersecretary Montes and retired
general Rodolfo Estrellado testi-
fied on his behalf.

The BIA, in its June 25 deci-
sion, said there was no evidence
that the former Philippine agri-
culture official was harmed and
criminally charged as a result of
the Senate investigation into the
controversy.

Bolante is currently detained
in Kenosha County Detention
Center in Wisconsin, awaiting
the final ruling on his petition for
asylum.

Bolante was arrested and jailed
in the US after he tried to enter
Los Angeles, California on July
7, 2006 when his non-immigrant
visa had already been revoked by
the US State Department.

Gonzalez said the Philippine
government could only take ac-
tion against Bolante once he re-
turns home.

“If he will be deported, he
will be back in our jurisdiction.
That is the time we will probably
take steps on what action to take
against Mr. Bolante. At this time
[ am not aware of any case that
has been decided against him.
Except that the Senate has re-
quested that he be arrested,” he
said.

Ailing Cory continues to
inspire people

Aquino continues to be an inspiration.

Clad in her signature color yellow, Aquino underscored
the importance of rekindling the spirit of partnership in address-
ing Asian poverty in a speech she delivered before “The Asia Fo-
rum” delegates, composed of present and past winners of the Ra-
mon Magsaysay awards. (Inquirer.net)
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GMA appoints Senga
ambassador to Iran

T another retired Armed Forces chief of staff has been giv-
Y e

E VEN in the face of a major illness, former President Corazon

n a prominent position in the Arroyo administration.
But unlike his peers, it took ex-AFP Chief of Staff Gen-
eroso Senga two years to get a plum posting.

The Commission of Appointments (CA) received the appoint-
ment papers of Senga as the country’s new ambassador to Iran,
Cebu Rep. Eduardo Gullas said last Aug. 29.

Except for Senga, all the AFP chiefs under the Arroyo admin-
istration were given civilian appointments soon after they left of-
fice.

Iran is host to over 1,200 overseas Filipino workers most of
whom are employed in oil and other energy-related projects. Iran
is the world’s fourth largest oil exporter, after Saudi Arabia, Russia
and Norway.

Senga was Armed Forces chief of staff from Aug. 15, 2005, to
July 24, 2006. (Inquirer.net)
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Wer na u? Yo, RP texters send
600M messages a day!

F texting were an olympic event, we would have brought home
Ithe gold.

The average mobile phone user in the Philippines sends
around 15 text messages a day, according to telecommunications
companies.

The Philippine Long Distance Telephone group estimates the
33 million subscribers of Smart and Talk N” Text collectively send
500 million to 600 million text messages a day. This means the
average subscriber of the PLDT group taps out 15 to 18 text mes-
sages on the cellular phone per day. (Inquirer.net)

* Visa

Pilipino po tayo!

LAW OFFICES OF
KENNETH U.REYES,P.C.

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

IMMIGRATION
« US Citizenship
* Green Card
Marriage Petitions, Realtive Petitions
Employer Petitions, PERM

H-1B Temporary Worker
Investor’s VI5A
» Deportation Defense

PERSONAL INJURY
= Serious Auto Accidents
* Rear Enders
* Injuries from defective products
« Serious injuries from premises acddents
* Fractures & brain injuries from acddents

We Pay Special Attention to Your Case
Call for an Appointment

(213)388.1611

website: www.kenreyeslaw.com
email: kureyeslaw@aol.com

Kenneth U. Reyes, Esq.

Law Offices of

Kenneth U. Reyes, P.C.

3699 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 700
Los Angeles, CA 90010

FAMILY LAW
* Divorce
* Property Division
* Child Custody and Visitation
» Child and Spousal Support
* Domestic Violence Restraining Order
= Legal Separation
CIVIL LITIGATION
« Business Disputes
* Real Estate Disputes
* Breach of Contract

« Partnership Dissolution
= Business Dissolution



